el (Cathair na Mart

the Journal of the Westport Historical Society

turn of the
century . . .

when Thomas MceGreevy first opened his shor on the corner of Bridee
Street and South Mall, McGreevy' s have erown to be a major prart af e
retail history of Wesiport. In those early days of the nineteen hundreds,
Thomas McGreevy offered the people of the area a wide selecrion of
merchandise at very fair prices.

{ Lo-day his grandson, Don, carries on that provud MoGreevy tradition
affering quality goods at very keen prices. However, some things have
.[ changed at the Corner House, the building has been extended and
i r'.r.'.r!.ljr?u'q'rr'f_r modernised, T Jr:'ﬁur.ln"r has also l'||'.l['H|".:'||l (R witra-niodern card
1) aricd toy shop at centre Bridee Street. This new building also houses the
Ii auctioneering offices of McGreevy Estates — another aspect of this A
k erierprising family 5 business L
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Ernie O’Malley
Autobiographical Letter

Edited by Cormac K. H. O’Malley

Introductory Note

After the Anglo-Irish Treaty of December 1921 and the surrender by Com-
mandant General Ernie O'Malley of the Republican-held Four Courts in Dublin
on 30 June 1922, he managed to escape immediately thereafter. He had been
appointed Assistant Chief of Staff to Liam Lynch of the Irish Republican Army
and was responsible for Ulster and Leinster. In that capacity he established his
office in a hidden room in the home of Mrs. Ellen O'Rahilly Humphreys en
Ailesbury Road, Dublin. On 4 November 1922 his hideout was surrounded by
the National Army of the Irish Free State and since he refused to surrender, he
was only captured after being seriously wounded. Though he was subsequently
court-martialled and ordered to be shot by the Free State, he was not to be shaot
until he had recovered his health, which he never did. When the cease-fire was
called by the Republicans on 30 April 1923, the military struggle was over for
those outside but not for those held prisoner

O’Malley's name was put forward for a North Dublin seat in the Dail
election of August 1923 and he won readily. When the hungerstrike by
Republican prisoners held in Mountjoy Jail, started on October 13, O'Malley,
and others in Kilmainham Jail, joined in and lasted the full 41 days despite his
own generally poor state of health,

This thirty-eight page letter is one of thirty-five O'Malley wrote to Mrs.
Erskine Childers, the recently widowed wife of the distinguished Republican
propagandist, in the period between July 1923 and January 1924. The corre-
spondence was most intense near the end of, and just after, the hunger-strike.
In this letter begun three days after the end of the hungerstrike, he summarizes
his life and activities to date, in case he might not survive the period of recovery
which is often more difficult than the period of deprivation. Though no record
has been found rescinding the court martial order, he was eventually released
in July 1924, In late summer 1924 O'Malley received some funds from the Green
Cross and went to Eyrope to recuperate. He returned to the University again in
1926, but without finishing his studies took off for the United States in October
1928 with General Frank Aiken to raise funds for the Irish Press. Upon his return
and marriage in 1935, he tock up his studies again but never completed them.
His On Another Man's Wound was published in 1936. Thereafter, he became a



farmer during World War 11 in Burrishoole, Newport, Co. Mayo, but afterwards
pursued art commentary, was Arts Editor of the Bell, wrote some books and
articles and delved into historical research on the Troubles. He died on 25
March 1957.

The original of this letter was found in the house where Mrs. Childers lived
in 1923 by the current owner and was presented to me in 1984
[ Kilmainham Jail]
Begun 26 November 1923
Finished 30 November 1923
[Postscript 1 December 1923]

To: [Mrs. Erskine Childers]*

This may not be lucid and may tire you, but I will try to do my best. As a
youngster in Castlebar®I had the inborn hate of things British, which I expect
all Irishmen inherit; the King was then my objective. | hated him and blamed
him for everything. I had great daydreams of myself playing the part of a soldier
charging at the head of men, and reforming the dream until I was satisfied.
When I was ten in 1907, or about that vear, the family moved to Dublin when 1
was sent to school to the Christian Brothers, [North] Richmond Street [a] fairly
good school where we rubbed shoulders with all classes and conditions. 1
remember once when King Edward visited Dublin, bringing my younger
brother outside Mountjoy Jail to see him pass down from the Phoenix Park. We
felt very proud because we kept on our hats as he passed.

I did not work at school, just did as I had to and nothing more. Father*and
Motherwere not literary or religious; they did not possess any natural faith, knew
nothing of a national tradition, and all my life at home, so far as my country was
concerned, I might as well have been living in Wales. When we were young - |
was second eldest — we had governesses, etc. Later, as more children came (in
all there were eleven)?the others did not get the attention we did. Mother had
been nursing once [in Dublin] so we were well looked after and were all very
healthy and hardy. I think in ways we were rather a singular family. To this day
I know nothing of Father and very little of Mother. I do not know when Father
was born, anything about his life, his people or his relatives. He is silent, a very
hard worker® and evidently takes a genuine interest in his work. One day I found
that he could speak Irish fluently, but I have only heard him speak so two or three
times. I knew Mother's people and have spent holidays at their home in Co.
Roscommon. We were strictly brought up, so much so, that my elder brother

Frank and I often thought our parents had never been young, but it was due to
the stern country tradition in which one always addressed one’s father as 'Sir’.
There was very little love in the family. I can honestly say that I never loved my

parents, but 1 respected them.
At school I managed to get through my exams alright and into the First
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Eleven football team until | was fifteen, when | was confined to bed for six
months in great agony with a discased bone in my leg. After the operation the
doctor said I could never lead a strenuous life and to be very careful of my leg
for fear of another attack. All this time we hao aot thought nationally. My sight
was 2 little bad about this tme and as | sat near the end seat [in school] 1 could
not see the board, and 1 did not tell anyone till | was eighteen and ready 1o go
to University. The result was that | could not see the maths teacher during these
four years working out problems, nor could 1 see much at the geometry or
drawing lessons, yet somehow 1 got through all my exams until I was eighteen.
The term exams were generally written on the board and [1] was generally in
such a position as not to be able to see, so Lhad to memorise as the teacher called
out the questions at the beginning of the exam. At the official exams, papers
were supplied so that was not so bad. | do not know why [ did not tell about my
sight, not that it was very bad, but I was always terribly shy (and you will add also
foolish). Another factor, Mother, who was a very good housekeeper, always
preached economy to us, so much so that I never liked to ask for money for
hooks, and, beyond official authors, I never asked for any, so I never had a maths
text book or I think a geometry [book], and many other books 1 did without.
When the War 1914-18 started [ was seventeen and, though not enthusiastically
pro-British, yet I was somewhat 50, I could never see how England could be
heaten on sea whatever happened to her land forces. My brother Frank waskeen
to join the [British] Army as he was ‘grinding’ for the Civil Service and, though
rather a good person at maths, physics, etc., still home life was none too
congenial as its ties were never strong enough.

As boys we had to bring the younger people for walks in the country, were
not allowed out after we came home from school and were continually getung
into trouble for kicking football. Still we kicked football and broke regulations
as our liberty was infringed upon. We seldom or never received pocket money,
and indeed my recollections of home life are not pleasant, all due to lack of
religion, for growing boys are not naturally religious, and if mothers and fathers
do not show the good example, it is hard for the young people to learn to love
their God.

The excessive, though well-meant, restrictions will make a boy a rebel
outright, aweakling, or aliar. I'm afraid we were more inclined to the latter and
also to the former. I had few real chums but what I had were staunch, but we
never brought our friends home. I have ever been singularly fortunate in my
good friends for they have proved to be true and straight, but always something
has happened to them so that now I am often afraid to make friendships.

I had three chums during my whole school life. One is in the [British]
Navy, the second was drowned, the third died as a result of wounds received in
action in 1916, Later when [ left home 1 had two good friends in Clare, both
killed since. My best friend in Tipperary - Sedn Treacy - killed; the lad [ liked
bestin East Limerick murdered by Tans. My brother Frank killed in German East
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[Africa]. In Cork of the original Flying Column, the first in Cork, and of which
Iwasin charge, Linm Lynch who was round with the Column, killed; the Quarter
Master and the Adjutant, both of whom | was very fond of, both killed. My best
chum in Kilmainham [Jail]*when [ was here last, hanged — Paddy Moran. | had
two orderlies — onewas badly wounded, the other killed. After the Four Courts,
Paddy O'Brien [Officer in Charge of the Four] Courts, of whom 1 was fond -
killed at my side in Wexford. My Quarter Master - murdered. My Adjutant, Tom
Derrig = badly wounded. My former Adjutant, Con Moloney, who was a great
chum of mine — badly wounded. My little orderly, [Jimmy Mooney] - died in
Mountjoy [Jail] and myself not dead yetb.ld. (buiochas le Dia). It'swell I'm not
superstitious.

This, however, isa digression. In 1915 | won a scholarship®and went to the
National. I began Medicine which T had decided to do some three years previous,
[ was then 18 years of age. The National consists of raw, unfledged, rather
uncouth youths who have, as a rule, very little of a national outlook and possess
none of that indefinable something approximating to esprit de corps. Itis a
university in name only, no real social life, no chance of interchange of ideas or
getting to know men thoroughly, no culture. I was anxious to join the [British]
Army as Frank had joined in November '14 or '15 and, though I liked the
University well enough, vet | wanted to get away. My people were still strict with
me and I could not go out after six without showing good reason for it. All of
which was irksome.

I did not work. I ‘cut’ lectures for no obvious reason and did very little
homework. Then came like a thunderclap the 1916 Rising. | knew Major [John]
MacBride,”as my people knew the MacBrides when they lived in the West, and
he visited us occasionally, I was down town that morning'and [when] passing
Trinity [College] was asked by a man [ knew, if l would go in and I would geta
rifle. [ agreed and was going in the gate, when a boy who lived near my place who
had accompanied me and who felt strongly nationally (but has never done
anything) told me not to be a fool, but to tell them I would consider and come
back later. On the way home he pointed out to me the disgraceful fact that I was
about to take up arifle to shoot down my own countrymen. Previous to this I had
heard a little of the Irish Volunteers, but at home we always laughed at them as
toy soldiers. Before [Easter] Week was finished [ had changed. When I heard of
the executions [ was furious. I helped to get people through the pickets [sic] get

through myself.

I began to do work for National Aid [Fund] and to kick up a row generally
at the classes, which were held each week, carrying a large Republican flag and
a small revolver. I bought books with any money I could get — books on Anglo-
Irish Literature, Synge, AE, Sigerson, Yeats, Lady Gregory, Alice Milligan, Ethna
Carberry, Rooney, McDonagh, etc. Delvingamongsta heap of books which were
in my study I found a first edition of Wolfe Tone’s Autobiography in two volumes
and this I read. 1 began to do some work and went to céilithe [dances] and
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everything that was doing at the time. | joined the Gaelic League and we waited

rather impatiently f= r the reorganisation of the Irish Volunteers. Later I was
injured on the arm in a baton charge in Westmoreland Street. All these activities
were unknown to my people. [ went to a céili by getting out thesvindow at night,
scaling the back wall and returning again in the morning, We got to know each
other in ‘the College’, as the University was known 1o us and eventually our
associates were all LRA. We rather looked on some of the other able bodied
men with a certain kind of contempt and though we never actually expressed it
in words or actions, still it was sensed.

My brother Frank was hit in the Strumer Valley [France] about October
1916 and was finally invalided home on furlough. We were as good chums as ever
as he knew of my activities and jeered at me for my reading of Anglo-Irish
literature. In May 1917 1 was definitely auached 1o F Company Baualion 1,
Dublin Brigade and a few of us met every week at Parnell Square for a little drill,
the reading of orders, or parade, etc. — very minor activity — as we were only the
nucleus of the Company. One day | decided o get some arms so | borrowed
Frank's uniform whilst he was out, changed into it in a house out [in] town, and
after considerable trouble in which 1 had to visit the Police Department and
finally the office of the Provost Marshal, where 1 had 1o interview him and
another Command Officer, [ obtained a permitin the name of an officer | knew
and purchased a .38 Smith & Weston and 100 rounds of .38 ammunition. I felt
very proud at being the possessor of such aweapon. My brother never discovered
Lhad vused his uniform. Michael Collins, R.LP., was highly amused when, by
some means, he heard of the incident a year or so later,

‘F' Company continued to grow. Our Captain was a “dud’ really, but |
thought he was Napoleon and Foch rolled into one; Diarmuid Hegarty was Vice
Commandant of the Battalion and Dick Mulcahy was, I think, Officer in Charge
of the Brigade. I was very eager, with some friends in the University, to carry off
stunts, but we were afraid to approach our Section Commanders on the subject
for fear they would think we were tryving to forward ourselves and ‘to throw our
weight about’ = also as class distinction would probably prejudice them to our
detriment and to that of the Company. We got a new Captain and [ had to
explain to him how I got my revolver; later I got a rifle and 200 rounds of .303
which I took to pieces and concealed in a room at home; two vears later my father
handed it over to the British.

Home life was becoming rather wearisome. Treated as a kid as I was by my
people, 1 began to develop a kid's mentality. 1 had constantly to outwit the
seeming lack of vigilance of my people, as they seemed to suspect that 1 had
Republican tendencies. Itis hard to hear your ideals maligned and sneered at,
and not to be in a position to correct such misstatements or to defend the
honour of the men in charge of us. Frequent orations on parade convinced me
that ‘the day’ would come soon, as all we lived for was another fight on the Easter
Week model with a prospect of country fighting. We were certain that there
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would be a fight if [Thomas] Ashe dicd, as we were told by officers that there
would be trouble,

At my first exam in June 1916 I failed in all subjects. In September, after
a little work, 1 got through. In Septestber 1917 1 went up for my second
examination. I had not done, practically, any work but, even so, when I heard
of Ashe's''death as I was sitting at [my] exam I handed in my paper, walked out
of the room, and locked up my stuff. The day of the funeral we were ordered,
those who had them, to carry sidearms and [ carried mine and 100 [rounds] in
my pockets, and a slouch hat to disguise myself. We had 1o hold the roads near
Finglas and nothing happened.

| was now a kind of an N.C.O. [noncommissioned officer]; later [ was told
to attend an N.C.O. and a signalling class. I attended the later only, as 1 could
not invent any pretext for being out after six two nights in the week. Even for
those, a boy who lived near us, and who was in my class and who was often held
up to me as an example, was utilized to serve asa decoy as | was supposed to work
at his house.

Before September 1917 I began to drink. I did not like drink, despised
anyone who ‘soaked’, but stiil [ drank. I was never drunk as I knew when to stop
and, as [ got more polite the more I took, it was never noticeable. My people did
not know this. I did no work at the University, played billiards, read booksin the
University Library, studied any military books 1 could *pinch’ or borrow from my
brother. When at home in my study, if 1 was not reading poetry, I was ‘browsing’
in some one of the encyclopedias of which we had a number.

[Our] Company increased in strength. One night in 1917 we were doing
physical ‘jerks’ in the hall of the American Rifles, near Dorset Street, when our
Captain stopped the drill and said ‘there isa lady, a sister of the O’Rahilly, about
toinspect the parade and if I see a smile on any of your faces, God help youwhen
she leaves.” He evidently knew her mission. Mrs. Ellen [O'Rahilly] Humphreys'
came into the room and gave each of us a medal of Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour. | reminded her that she had given me one a year previous, but [1] had
lost it; thereupon she gave me a card as well and shook hands with me. [ never
told her what the Captain said. It was hard to keep from laughing as our
Company was a ‘tough’ one. It had paraded 90% of its strength on Easter
Menday, and it comprised professional men, students, civil servants, shop

assistant, newsboys and every and all trades - a difficult crowd to handle but a

good Company.

In March [1918] I went up for my second [year medical exam] again and
failed. About 21 March I left home having first sent my books to Charlie Dalton
(of Free State glory). Later they were all sent to Tipperary and were all destroyed
in a house burned by the [Black and] Tans as a reprisal. I had my .38 and about
£10. I was allowed go to Tyrone that day to help volunteers during the election
and was appointed 2nd Lt by [Richard] Mulcahy.

B

[ was attached to the Organisation Degartment under [Michael] Callins.
The country was strange to me, especially the discomfort of it as, from the
beginning, I lived close to the people, lived with them, When my stock of money
ran out I had to manage as best | could. | would walk or get the loan of a bicycle
to go from place to place. During my whole time, up to the signing of the Treaty,
I did not spend more than a week in hotels.

Gradually I got accustomed to the discomfort save for eycling, which 1
hated; to go without food, as I could not eat the grub, and I was generally put up
in the poorest houses; to lack of clean clothes, of wilet necessaries, 1o cold and
all kinds of discomfort; to lack of companionship as I wasalways alone. There was
no one to talk to. At that time very few had their heart in the Movement and
responsible officers were satisfied with devoting two hours work a week to the
Movement. I was very sensitive and shy. The people knew I was not of their own
particular class and were diffident. The elder people thought I was mad, as they
had very little sympathy with us. The men were raw and did not know anything
about military work, their officers had not been “blooded’, did not know more
than their men and hence, as knowledge begets confidence, they were utterly
incapable of handling them.

[ had stopped drink, did not play cards, did not dance, was not interested
in racing and was an all round social failure, not that | could ever be anything
else as I could not get on equal terms with them. Democracy is more snobbish
in its shades of distinctiorrthan aristocracy. I studied hard at military work. [ had
no one to help or direct. Collins simply said "here’s an address in such a place,
he's a good fellow — go and organise that county or brigade, tell me as soon as
you arrive and report in writing every three weeks.” That was not much to build
on, However, I generally managed to do several hours study each day at military
work. Much time was wasted as 1 began with wrong books; some I had were
useless, but by constant reading and thinking and by working my knowledge on
the men in lectures and field work, by the end of 1919 1 had a pretty all-round
knowledge. As | managed to keep up my supply of maps and books, I continued
to study right through till 1922, Then, and even at the middle of 1920, I was fairly
well saturated. I could lecture fluently and write all kinds of articles and training
notes.

Progress was slow and heartbreaking. Men simply would not carry out the
simplest instructions. I had issued, in detail, the duty of each officer, had helped
to give officers lectures, to supply them when [ had money with books and maps,
butit was not until 1920 when the fighting started, that men who were gradually
being led by minor activities began to become more confident and more
independent of their people’s control; eventually one’s people had not the
slightest say in matters nor did they attempt it.

The standard of living was gradually improving. During the time [ was on
active service it made immense strides. In 1918 frequently [ had to sleep in the
kitcheri in a ‘setile-bed’, with one or two others — the boys of the house, |
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generally worked till late, the people of the house got up at6 a.m. and there was
lat9a.m. or 10 a.m. (as [always sleptwell, as I am easily tired out) trying to dress
myselfwhen I could get the women folk out of the kitchen. The men folk dressed
before their wives or sisters; neither washed themselves — that was reserved for
Sundays or market days. The girls were slattern, wore heavy boots, rather
unlaced, without stockings generally, hair untidy, blouse or apron dirty. The bed
clothes, consisting of some heavy kind of a sheet, ifatall, with heavy blanketsand
a huge red, heavy, cold, moist, quilt were never aired and suffered from
uninvited guests. A tin basin of water, with awee drop of water at the bottom and
a piece of rough soap were then leftin the kitchen, and one had either to wash
before the women folk or not at all, Breakfast consisted of fried rasher in the
proportion of 99% fat to 1% meat, or a fried egg with its white badly spilt and
the yoke mangled and dirty, or a boiled egg generally several minutes under-
done, cake and butter, the former thick and ponderous but very palatable and
strong tea, or, tea which had been stewing since the last breakfast. The breakfast
was generally served in the ‘room’ which was cold and cheerless. About 1919 a
fire wasintroduced here, The towel one dried oneselfin was always dirty—atleast
the dirt of a week of Sundays — say a wash once every two months — with rugged
jags of soap adhering to its surface, and so not to hurt their feelings one used it.
I had a complete outfit at the beginning — 3 suits of clothes, several towels etc.
I had to dispense with clothes after a while as it meant either clothes or books
and papers and I chose the latter two. By degrees I lost all my clothes and had
to depend for a change of shirt (I had to dispense with underclothes) on the
generosity of some of the males in the house. Later as my clothes became worn
out I gota garment here and there, so often the only article I actually owned was
my collar, and I generally, till I dispensed with it, carried halfa dozen good soft
collars with me. In Clare once I got a very voluminous trousers from a corpulent
individual, Michael Murray of Newmarket; the waist line would go half around
me again, so I folded it and used a belt as well as a pair of suspenders. The legs
were like a sailor’s trousers and I loved them, as I always tried to imagine I was
a sailor on holidays when I went to Dublin in them.

One sat and worked winter and summer in such a cold room. There was
generally an all pervading feeling of dampness here. One was being constantly
warned to avoid being seen by the neighbours, and one had often to dive out of
a back window, suddenly, because someone was coming, Of lo remain ever so
long without food because an over zealous visitor remained too long in the
kitchen. Often in bad neighbourhoods one could not move out un til dark.

At times the elders of the family, through the sons, insisted on my removal.
On several occasions I was taken as a spy; often I was made feel that I was not
wanted. However, my instructions were to make the area efficient and to
organise it, to raise companies, form them into battalions, call a Brigade Council
and elect officers. The latter were always elected, some being absolute ‘duds’
even though all officers present knew the calibre of the men, but had not the
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moral courage to forward a second name for nomination. No one ever discussed
one's orders, few sought your advice and no one ever discussed what they
thought was strange or, to them of little faith, impracticable in your or ders. "I'm.l
must be well away before the criticism of you began.

Dinner generally consisted of potatoes, bacon and cabbage, or rashersand
efggs and tea afterwards. The cabbage water was served with the cabbage always.
At first so as not to hurt the people I ate the rashers and the cabbage, or
attempted to, and always feltill. After about a year | had sufficient courage to ask
for a medium boiled egg and tea for breakfast, dinner and tea.

Gradually the men in the country began to think for themselves. Home life
was terribly strict. The men worked like mules and the women like slaves, The
boysgotan odd sixpence or shilling the day they went toa fair or market, so many
of them increased their allowance by taking a stray bag of potatoes or of
something else to the fair. At the beginning great courage was needed to enable
2 man to leave home for some hours in the busy season, to leave it for a day was
wonderful and, at any time one choose, nothing short of marvellous. I think
great credit should be given to the young lads who risked parental displeasure
and loss of inheritance by leaving home despite their parents. As time went on
it became more or lgss customary, also the spirit of the old was growing unul
about the end or middle of 1920 the youth did as their country needed; the
voung girls also became more emancipated. People began to think less in terms
of craps and money. A farmer, I always thought, was worth what money he had
in his pocket at any given moment. The money in the bank did not mean
improved conditions; it meant more stock. The standard of comfort increased
gradually. The people who were good were brighter and livelier. The girls
dressed better and in many cases were always neat and clean; if one was well
known they endeavoured to study one's taste and the welcome afforded by such
2 home, in a bad district, made up for many a week of hardship. One very
noticeable thing had occurred — the growth of independence of mind and of
expression, About 1918 the daily paper only came to the squireens and the man
who received a weekly paper was known by thatalone. Later most houses had an
Irish Independent; they read, studied and discussed it. In 1921, two months before
the Truce, I had my headquarters, four miles from Tipperary town in a house
in a fairly level country, surrounded by enemy posts. Tipperary alone had 1400
troops, 150 Tans, yet every night the neighbours dropped in, sat round the fire
and as [ worked with Con Maloney, my Adjutant, we often stopped to listen and
wonder. Thev discussed the paper minutely — Continental matters as well as
home ones, passed shrewd comments and when in doubt, always consulted me
as the last word in everything. I always worked till 3 a.m. and then fell into bed,
often too tired to undress, or over my papers. This shows both their educational

advance and integrity.

At first, police were inclined to get information but when people who
talked loosely were located throughout the LR.A. Intelligence system, or saw
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their friends suffer as a result of their looseness things changed somewhat; or
the enemy intelligence agents things were made so hot by the threatening and
shooting of spies, and even more so by the clearing out of the local Royal Insh
Constabulary garrison, the well-thoughtand extremely effective agent of Imperial
ideas and the nucleus of imperialism, people found it did not pay as "England

ras far and protection a name’, so people eventually learned to shut their eyes
and close their mouths. ~

There was no such thing as good publicity to educate the people spiritually.
[t was badly needed in 1920 and 1921 to consolidate the people in their national
faith and to foster the growth of spirituality. Instead we had to depend upon the
conduct of our men, on their tact or their courage. [ paid great attention to the
instruction of officers on such points and utilized the column as ‘the last word’
for inculcating morale. People by degrees got used to the sight of armed men
and to looking after them. The local companies felt that there were arms in the
country. If an action occurred the area was in future ‘safe for democracy’. The
people learned to look out for, and to be particularly kind to all, Column men
and to fight among themselves to see who would put them up.

This refers of course to the period June 1920 to June 1921, The previous

years were for me one long Purgatory but last year [1922] was sheer joy. In 1918
and 1919 companies were being formed as a result of the Conscription scare;
Company captains met and elected a battalion staff, the latter in turn elected a
brigade staff. The brigadier and his staff, the battalion staffs, lived at home and
attended to LR.A. routine as it suited them or as their conscience dictated. My
first duty was to get a battalion staff elected and a brigade staff. I then inspected
each company on parade after having held a battalion council, addressed the
men and taught them something. At councils I went in detail into organisation,
administration, training and operations, such as they were, and obtained a
working knowledge of the staff and captains. (A company council consisted of
company officers, the adjutant and quarter master; a battalion council of the
battalion staff - commandant, vice commandant, adjutant, quarter master and
all company captains; a brigade council of brigade staff and all battalion
commandants). The brigade staff (1918-1920) seldom or ever visited battalion
councils, were satisfied with issuing odd orders and transmitting an odd report,
for the greater portion untrue, to General Headquarters. Brigade staffs actually
could not tell the names of the companies in the brigade. (A company consisted
of as. many men as could be raised locally — generally 20-35; four or more
companies, up to seven, comprised the battalion, the headquarters of such
being determined by proximity of a town or railway station, or predetermined
by the presence of an enemy force) . In reality our essential ideas of organisation
were and always have been totally wrong. It was hard to deal with such areas, as
the battalions and companies reflected always the personality of the senior
officers. Here and there one met men eager to work. I generally endeavoured
to pull a member of the brigade and battalion staff round with me, to show them
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what the area was like and 10 make them get in touch with the men, but often,
as General | |l‘;I{I{|LI-lllt'r'-'l-'-'il|‘- far away, and they knew | would not « nlnp|.ur|. thiey
gave me i dog’s life.

Al umes | '|1i|| hed them all to hell” (as the Claremen sav) and ran the
HTiHild'-' |r|1_,.'_-;r]l' rlu'ulj.; t".‘t'l}'h::l{l}"'-. work, rom by ade officer in charge down 1o
that of company captain, The issue of orders and memos which 1 composed
myself was a trying task, as I had to write them all out and send copies 1o all
l:'ﬂl’l"lpunir:'-' as | could not trust battalions 1o do so. If | had carbon paper | was
'[ufk!,.'; if not, 1 did each in turn. 1 had thought much over the subjects and put
my soul into my writing, endeavouring io build up esprit de corps, strengthen
discipline, love of country, inculcate an offensive spirit, make them play the
game by the country and their comrades. Often | wondered when later | reread
some of my memaos how I managed to write them. Such orders and memos were
generally dumped or destroyed and were not read to the men, or the men who
received them could not view them in the light of their own spirit and so scofled
at them. I then visited each battalion holding officers’ classes for nearly a week
of three hours per night, and by degrees officers got interested. 1 purchased
military books for them and justas I saw the faint ghimmer of a result, I was moved
by orders from Headquariers to another area. My knowledge thus belonged to
myself rather than to the brigade, as one cannot transmit impressions of men
and detailed knowledge to a brigadier who does not know the names of the
companies. Thus my work was more or less undone; iunior officers saw that their
senior officers knew nothing. The senior officers were quite content. After all
was | not attached to Organisation? Was it not my work to organise?

MNow and again | was called to General Headquarters. The first ime Mick
[Collins] asked me how was I off for money, so I said I had none, whereupon he
gave me £5. I protested as I did not like the idea of my taking money so, as he
insisted, 1 wok it. I did not believe that any of the LR.A. ever took money. | saw
always the best side of my seniors and always stood in great awe of them. As time
went on I grew to know Mick and Dick [Mulcahy] better. Mick often questioned
me as to what 1 thought of certain people and found that my judgement was
generally shrewd. Though I made many efforts yet I never met the others of the
[General Headquarters Staff], and though attached to [the Department of] the
Organisation yet had totrain men inall services, instruct them in all departmental
duties without any help from Training Staff, from directors of various services,
from the Adjutant General. At the beginning Mick was Adjutant General,
Director of Organisation and nearly Quarter Master General. He held the
strings together, but did not know the first thing about training, organisation
[and] seemingly little about administration. Dick was Director of Training and
later Assistant Chief of Staff and then Chief of Staff. Mick then became Director
of Organisation, later Director of Intelligence when [Diarmuid] Hegarty was
appointed Director of Organisation. When in Dublin 1 kept aloof from the
Dublin LR.A. and the Staff. I did not know them and | was not anxious to be
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known either. | was always on formal terms with the men on the staff and never
got to know any of them intimately. Mick arranged to give me money whenever
I asked for it, but the latter proviso never occurred as far as 1 was concerned.

I have always, and, have still, a terrible antipathy to the LR.A. taking money,
and though Mick, now and again offered, I only took it when [ was destitute [or]
needed it for railway fares. Later on, about November 1920 or earlier, 1 was
offered a salary of £6.10s. a week by Hegarty. | refused, said it was excessive, that
such people as | only needed money for travelling expenses, such as trains, for
equipment or military books; laughingly they said that Dick would speak to me;
s0 he did and pointed out that I should take it. I did so but gave Adjutant General
Geardid £20 for Prisoners Dependants Aid, and at once wentinto awild riot after
books; from this on [ always gave a quota to Prisoners Dependants and spent the
remainder on military books and kit. All along I had to buy my own kit and my
own guns and stuff from the Quarter Master General. It was not unul January
1920 that I got a .45 Smith & Weston; all [up until then] my life had to depend
on my little .38 which had now something wrong with the spring. Yet 1 often have
qualms about the taking of the money.

In general things began to improve, but I made few friends. I grew careless

about religious matters, never went to Mass, as strangers in country districts are
too conspicuous, seldom said my prayers, and generally led my solitary life
without help from God or man. My heart was nearly broken daily by petty
meanness, by lack of energy and by the lukewarmedness [ sic] of the officers and
men. One could forgive and understand either extreme - a good worker or a
thorough slacker, but aface saveris hard to deal with. I never spared any of them,
Ifa man did not do his work I always hit out fair and straight, and he was not long
in doubt as to what I thought of him. I never, I believe, said a hard word to agood
worker or to a man who meant well. Always one felt on a level with the good
worker; one had found a friend. Such men were few and far between. Take 40
men from the LR.A. between 1918-1920, take 250 to 300 between 1920-June
1921, and the Free State clock would have been put back for another 5to 10 years
if not for a generation. My language was bad though never vulgar and [ became
somewhatimpatient of results, I suppose | judged most men by what 1 did myself,
or rather I think I judged them by what I knew they could do, and what [ actually
saw some of them do later. The development of the sense of duty and respon-
sibility and of sacrifice was a hard doctrine to teach — that of duty perhaps
hardest. Ifa man does his duty he is happy in the doing of itand thatis his reward.
The plaudits or abuse of friends or foes should not make him turn aside. Friends
oftenr do harm in this as they tend to inculcate false standards. In this country the
sense of duty is so little developed that if we see a man doing his duty, everyone
goes delirious with applause.

The right tradition is to carry on a man’s work, not to wave a flag and sing
a song. Undoubtedly songs produce a big effectand help to strengthen national
faith, but it is of little use to sing unless your soul is in your song. Itis of little use
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to quote Tone, Emmet and Mitchel, save you carry on the tradition for which
they died. In their time people were apathetic, spies and enemy numerous,
death or life-long imprisonment certain. We have the lesser part 1o play = our
sufferings are short if we fall into enemies’ hands. [ also taught that one should
always be ready to give one’s life for the big as well as the small 1ssues, that God
if the effort is whole-hearted and careless of self, very often renders back the life
so freely offered, but if motives are false there is more danger of it being taken.
I risked my life consciously and unconsciously at all times as [ did not mean to
be caught alive. Often the officers re monstrated with me. Frequently night and
day I sat down by myself to debate whether, knowing that I had to attend a
pattalion council at a certain place and time, and that the area was reported
unsafe owing to enemy or rumoured enemy activity, if 1 was justified in
attending, but in the end with my heart in my mouth I started off. I always kept
my appointment - late now and then owing to adverse wind or enemy acuvity -
to find that a meeting for which 1 had risked a lot consisted of one man, often

of none.

At times I nearly failed hopelessly because | was net prepared to meet my
God, butalways [ overcame it somewhat and went into action well knowing what
would happen to me if I was killed. When Ilook back on those days I can say with
Cardinal Wolsey ‘would I had served my God as I had served my country”. |
seemed to have a charmed life so far as immunity from raids and bullets — fatal
ones — were concerned. [ was hated thoroughly. Mow that people can back-
reckon, as I call that process by which one visualises the past in the light of the
knowledge of the present, they may say | am or was loved or how popular [ am
or was. This is untrue. The men respected me, for always [ did my duty and my
best to improve their knbwledge in every way, but I could not stand half-
heartedness, and as the majority of men lacked method and most of all moral
courage, they felt the edge of my tongue. Of course when I was well away they
could give their opinion of me. I was feared in an area more even than the
enemy, so this will give you a general idea of the spirit of the men. I worked hard
always and if I felt myself idling, I endeavoured to make up for it. When I came
to Dublin, I slacked off and did nothing save walk round with my hands in my
pockets, visit bookshops and restaurants, especially Bewleys, where the girls
knew me, and often gave me a good ‘feed’ when I was unusually *hard-up.

From the middle of 1920, when fighting became intensive, I had a beuer
time as men had developed; some were inclined to study and those who had seen
service in the Flying Columns eventually recognised that they were untrained
and had found, by bitter experience, the truth of what I had endeavoured, in my
own ignorant way, to impress on them. Previous to thisT had always been looking
for fight as it was the best expression of my convictions, and alsc: t]‘ll:t only way to
thoroughly shake up and impress an area. My mission was organisation and I felt
that the area must have the groundwork ready before I began the fighting, and
the waiting broke my heart. Fighting was so easy compared with that awful soul-
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numbing uphill fight against one's people’s ignorance and prejudice. Then
when I had things in shape and was ready for a holiday [of] fighting [ would be
moved, but some one reaped anyhow and that’s the main thing. I was pleased
to see that [ was able to overcome my fear in action, and the men who actually
fought under me were always anxious to do so again, as I nearly always succeeded
— due to method and superior tactical knowledge and nothing else. When the
other men saw that my theory was built on its applicability to active service, they
had more respect for my docurines and something for myself, though, fight or
no fight, I never relaxed with regard to their conduct.

And so I think [ will finish. To sum up myknowledge at school = was fond
of English, of history and historical geography, of chemistry. 1 was useless at
maths, geometry, trigpnometry, physics, passable at Irish, took very little interest
in Latin, though I always loved Horace. I was fond of music at home but stopped
after I went to university. At the university I learned how to waste time but
developed alove of books, for literature and art, butwas too lazy to read anything
difficult. My years on active service have taught me “to grin and bear it’, to sufter
without complaining, to endure bevond bodily strength, not to be a coward: Lo
play the game by your enemies, your own and most of all yoursell; to think and
ponder over pruhlums, 1o write memos, orders, articles and books on military
subjects, to saturate myself with my self-instructed subject so that [ could lecture
at random: to be more emotionally attached to books; lastly, but only of late, o
know my God and to put him before my country. Now Iintend, with God’s help,
1o do medicine and also to study to improve myself. I found that one required
a working knowledge of Greek to be able to appreciate poetry, drama and
philosophy, so I began Greek but have not made much progress. Spanish is a
comparatively easy language to learn, so I began to study itasitwould inflict least
mental effort, but | did not get very far. Sedirse | ] and [ intend to do Latin
together, starting with Virgiland Horace, as I have done some of both before and
so it will not be too difficult, but I always found Latin hard as [ had not much taste
for it. Now I am eager to take it up again, so perhaps my enthusiasm will carry
me forward. Paddy Coughlan, who taught the Spanish class, will give me help
and advice. I sent out for a Spanish dictionary for him to-day as his is not a
modern one. Greek I will also take up if [Eamonn] Enright is moved back here.
(To digress Famonn Enright isa peculiar genius—a B.Sc. Honours, a very good
classical scholar, deeply read in philosophy and English literature, a first class
engineer, a top-hole soldier, fearless, shy and retiring, a little knowledge of
German, good [knowledge] of Irish and French, a little of Spanish, keen on art,
a greal companion to have in gaol. He has written a long poem in Mountjoy on
Arthurian legends [and] William Morris).

French I will read a little. Before I left school [ could read René Bazin's La
Doure France but now I am ‘rusty’, but if I read a little casy French 1 am sure it
would not be too much of a strain. I was thinking of starting on Pascal’s Pensées.

] aim eager to take up maths but will wait until released. Now I will ask you

o be Chief of Staff in charge of Ecucation, and you can direct and have directors
uppﬁilﬂﬂ' for the various branches who could help, but you will control and
direct all. Iwould suggest that Lady Gregory, if she would be so kind, would help
my Anglo-Irish studies and that Bobby [Childers]" be Director of Fairy Tales.
You will look after my art r_rrlur.uiium please. [ will give you an idea of what I have
read. Before gaol began | read at random, poetry chiefly, some prose and
history. In poetry I have read the ﬂ!“ﬂh‘i!lg it varve not studied as 1 was afraid of
i::'.juring my brain. | just read to get the main idea of the author = verse or history
—in factin all my reading I did not think out anything much as I was weak. I read
philosophy, poetry, prose, history, ficion and reviews each day. S0 soon as | got
tired nf;.j]]}r panh; ular author [ dropped him at once, had a wee sleep and began
at something fresh,

Poetry, Drama

For poetry [and] drama I have read:

Chaucer, Canterbury Tales;, Shakespeare; Milton; Pope, a litde; Blake;
Wordsworth (shorter poems); Shelley; Keats; Longfellow (some); Coleridge;
Morris, Faith: Dante some ‘Hell’; Browning's plays; Browning's The Ring and the
Book; Tennyson; Ledwidge; Mase field (alitde); de la Mare (alitle); Drinkwater
(some plays); R. Taylor (two books): Wilde (alittle); Whitman (a little); Scott (a
little); Yeaits.

Prose

Some Shakespeare, criticism of Masefield, Hazlitt, Coleridge; "Morte
d'Arthur’; Bunyan; biographic literature; Lamb's Essays; Montaigne (1 vol. so
far): a little of Ruskin and Pater (both of whom | love).
History

Prescolt; Roscoe; Macauley (a litde); Molty; Irving; Trevelyan; Carlyle;
Froissart; Mary Darmesteter, very pleasant.
Classical

Homer, a little of Aristophanes, Sophocles and Aeschylus; Plato (whom |
love: 1 have sent out for the Republicwhich I have read before and for Phaedrus).
I am waiting till I read through all before beginning the Myths; Virgil (which 1
like in the original); Plutarch; Epicetus; M. Aurelius; | intend reading Hero-
dotus when my health clears, also the dramatists.

Fiction

A deal of Conrad, Twain, R. L. Stevenson, some of Jane Austen, Haw-
thorne, Melville, Turgeney, Tolstoy, Anatole France and various odds and ends.
Don Quixote, Dante, Schiller, Papini.

(1 have now been here 21 nights, I think it is, without sleep, in all 5 hours
[of sleep], so I have just now received a draught of bromide and a mixture of
brandy in port, aud my head is going round.)

I like Shakespeare best and would like your suggestions on the best
criticisms to read on him or Chaucer, Milton, Spenser, Browning, Blake. Iintend




to study the other Elizabethans as I think it a very interesting period, so I would
like vour advice as to the best criticism on them [and] in all cases names of well
annotated editions, as my general knowledge is very scanty.

1love Shelley, Keats, Browning, William Moriisand Blake. Of the Moderns
—Yeats, de laMare, W. H. Davis. Of Taylor | have read Citangeland Fruit Gathering
both very beautiful. I simply had to read them aloud and at night to my orderly
and to Paddy Fleming, through a wee hole in the wall which we had made; he
was equally charmed. (Did you ever listen toa good record (grama phone) in the
dark? Sein Donovan had a small gramophone, not much good, but a few good
records. Henry VIII, Peer Gynt and a few others, and I found it lovely to get Jim to
put them in action about 12 midnight and in the dark. I am afraid I have little
knowledge of music as I always missed the operas and good concerts by reason
of active service, and though [ love music my education in that respect is
terrible). The edition was the Tauchnitz one of Bernard law, Leipzig. (The latter
place must be a great publishing centre as I notice that all good ediuons of the
classics seem to have been published there very early.) Itis sold atall continental
bookstalls also at Librairie Henri Gambon, 39 rue Madame, Paris.

I am now real bad and feel inclined to sing; it's the brandy does it, so don’t
mind, please, what I say between this and the end, as I must finish it now. Could
you find, please, where they might be procurable and, please, obtain two
catalogues and forward me one? As my sight is bad, I will find it difficult to get
back to the World Classics, Everyman and Globe editions, which I generally use.
Besides the French edition might be procurable quite cheaply in Germany, and
if well bound, would be infinitely superior to the above mentioned editions.

In prose I like Lamb, Hazlitt, Johnson and the 35 others I mention under
this heading.
History
In History I find Irving easiest to read; also I like Prescott, Motley and
Roscoe.
Classical
I love them all especially Homer, Plato and Virgil.
Fiction
Of modern fiction I have not read much. 1 like Thackeray, have done a
little Dickens, some Scott. I love Stevenson, Turgenev, Tolstoy, Tchekhov. Lhave
read Penguin Island (the work either of a bitter cynic, of a disillusioned man, or
of a straight man thinking it hopeless to see good in anything). I know nothing
of A. France, but I most certainly enjoyed the Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard. 1 like all
the others on [my] list. I intend to read Flaubert and Pierre Loti, also some of
Meredith, Hardy and some little of the first novelists up to the Victorians. Could
you, please, supply me with a list of the best works of each? I want to derive as
much benefit as possible in a concentrated form from whatever I read, so if |
know the best, I could read them first and later return to the particular author,
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Are there any good translations of A. France, Pierre Loti, Ernest Mello, René
Bazin? Could you, please, give me an idea of the best French authors? When |
left school 1 could read Bazin's La Douce France, Erckmann-Chatrian, but | am
‘rusty’ now as my constant ‘knocking-round” has ex oosed my little French to the
elements, but lintend Lc.d. [le canamh Dé, "with ihe heip of God'] 1o read, in
six weeks' time, a little French daily. Could you, please, forward me a catalogue
of French books? The French, 1 think, go in quite a bit for good cheap editions,
and if the people I ask about or those whom you suggest are not too difficult, |
would prefer to read them in the original. Is Moliére difficult? At school | read
a little of Hugo's and de Musset's verse in French and liked them well.

In modern fiction I read a few of the following. 1 do not know if the
selection is a good one —all I know is that they gave me pleasure. Are there any
modern works by the above authors or by any others —in fiction, drama or verse
— which you could recommend, as it waould help to fill in the programme and

release my mind after reading heavier stuff?

Stevenson: Master of Ballantrae
Farmon: Beltame The Smith
Locke: The Beloved Vagabond
Philip Curtis: Street of Adventure
Walpole: feremy, Fortitude (would read this again’
Henry Sydnor Harrison: Queed

Frunkan: Peter Jackson, Cigar Merchan!
Masefield: Lost Endeavour

H. R. Haggard: Eric Brghteyes

Colum: The Sheniff of Dyke Hole

Ernest Bramah: The Wallet of Kai Lung, Kai Lung's Golden Hours
James Stephens: The Crock of Gold

H. G. Wells: Mr Polly, Mr Britling Sees It Through
Bennett: Anna of the Five Towns

Snaith: The Sailor

Conrad: Set of Sire

Galsworthy: The Green Curve

Shaw: An Unsocial Socialist

Galsworthy: In Chancery, Cardigan

Fitz-James O'Brien: The Diamond Lens
Lafcadio Hearn: Glimpses of Unfamiliar fapan

Booth Tarkington: Penrod

Morley Roberts: Sea Dogs

Buchan: Greek Manile
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Finally could you please forward any old reviews, books or notes, especially
tending to develop literary or artistic taste, judgement and criticisme?

Perhaps Lady Gregory, if she would be so kind, could forward me any idea
of what best 1o read in Anglo-Insh hterature? It is termble not o know the
mvthology or sagas of one’s own country. Did vou ever read the Tearn, an epicin
20 books, I think, published so far as T remember by Hodges Figgis ten or twelve
vearsago? | read five books and wasvastly interested. [ have Poemsand Later Poems
of Yeats at home.

Tonight, before being quite finished, 1 read this [letter] through o Frank
[Gallagher] ' as he is my friend also and we should not conceal much from one
another, and he liked it. He said that my summings up were good, butafter | have
written them I always cut them down, as [ feel as if I were expressing my point
of view too dogmatically. At his request [ attempted to correct misspellings, etc,
which 1 hated to do but it will be now, 1 hope, easier o read.

[1 December 1923] (Postscript)

I will try to take a holiday for a few days now and not write any more. On
second thoughts, please de not burn this when read as it may help Frank to wnite
his book; and in conjunction with my résumé of activities and whatever portion
of either vou may wish me to amplify, as [ have no ambition in this respect, I will
do so and perhaps the whole might be useful, in extract, to any of our literary
people who feel inclined to devote attention to a proper interpretation of a
much unstudied period of our history, which has simply been glossed over by the
words — ‘murderers, fanatics, gunmen, wild foolish boys, idlers, looters, imprac-
tical idealists’. Ifthe men whoworked and the people who helped could see their
work in relation to the whole panorama of activity, how ever much weakness
counted in the fight, what our somewhat haphazard method when inspired by
the love of country and the spirit of sacrifice, could achieve when pitted against
overwhelming odds and brute force in its naked reality, I am sure that it would
inspire them to increased effort. The fact thatitwas the war that counted not the
arms— one can always get arms if one has a few of the proper type of men to lead
—would show them the immense importance of spirituality and moral force. The
neglected Irish Volunteer who always fills the gap when needed, the men of the
rank and file, not stuck in it as their officers have a habit of doing, could see their
own brave hearts reflected in the spirit of the whole struggle and receive some
slight token of appreciation. If 1 ever become lyrical it would be with regard to
the rank and file.

Goed bless vou now. I am wearied but 1 have done as [ said 1 would.

Fond love to Bobby [Childers] and yoursell.

Erme.

ol i e -.-'_—-.—qu—-—--]

FErnee (') I.r:H.r'_.' e, 1954 (Irnish Press J'J-rh'.'l'u_l.
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Footnotes

Mrs Childers was born Mary Alden Osgoaod in Boston, Massachusens and died |

January 1964 in Wicklow. In 1923 Mrs Childers was working with IRA Publicity and

among other things kept detailed records and clippings of all new articles relating
to the Republican cause.

O'Malley was born in Castlebar, Co. Mayo on 23 May 1897,

The Y Connell School, founded in 1828,

Luke Malley was born in Stonepark, near Ballinrobe, Co Mayo. Hisfather belore him
was also Luke Malley - not O'Malley - of Aughagower, Co. Mayo, who had married
Ellen McGrath of Stonepark. Marian Kearney (Malley) was born in Cloncloose,
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon.

The complete family born between 1895 and 1918 included: Francis Luke, Ernesi
Bernard, Marian Helen, Albert Patrick Victor, Cecil Patrick, Charles, John Patrick,
Luke Kevin, Kathleen Mary, Brendan and Desmond.,

When he moved to Dublin in 1907 Luke Malley worked for the Congested Districts
Board which subsequently became the losh Land Commission.

O Malley had been arrested in Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny, in November 1920 just as he
was about to assume the command of the Second Southern Division. He pretended
1o be Bernard Stewart, was held and tortured in Kilmainham. Condemned to death
he managed 1o escape, with two others, in a daring episode in February 1321, one
of only four people ever 1o escape from there.

O Malley was one of 24 successiul candidates who on 3 August 1914 were awarded
scholarships to University College Dublin (known as “National’) by the Dublin
Corporation Scholarship Committee.

Major John MacBride (1865-1916), Boer War veteran and one of the leaders
executed after Easter Week 1916, had been born and raised in Westport, Co. Mayo.
Easter Monday moring 1916,

Thomas Ashe died 25 September 1917 while being force-fed in Mountjoy Jail on the
sixth day of his hunger strike,

It was to be in the house of Mrs Humphreys that O'Malley was eventually captured
by the Free State troops on 4 November 1922,

The Childers had two sons: The older, Erskine, later became President of Ireland
and the younger was Robert or Bobby. Though quite young Bobby had been writing
notes to O'Malley during this period.

Frank Gallagher later became a distinguished author and journalist and also wrote
under the pen-name Frank Hogan.

Cormac K. H. O'Malley

Born in Dublin in 1942, the voungest of three children of his Irish father and American mother,
Cormac was educated in Ireland and England untl his father died in 1957, At that time he joined
his mother, sister and brother in New York and continued o finish his education at Harvard
University and Columbia Law School. After ten yearsasa Wall Street illl{'l'll.lllilllh'!.l lawyer, hrj.uinﬂt
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 1o become an in-house company rul.lnil..‘l for Europe j.II'I.I:ZI 15 now
International Counsel for their Health Care Group, Cormac has retained a strong interest in
Ireland, Irish matters and the O'Malley Clan.
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Levallinree Cranno g

An early 7th Century lake dwelling in Co. Mayo

By Christy Lawless, Raghnall O'Floinn, Michael Baillie
and Dauvid Brouwn.

In 1886, Wood Martin’' recorded only one cranndg in Co. Mavo, on Achill
Island. Recent work by Prof. Etienne Rynne and Christy Lawless Las revealed
numerous crannogs in the county, such as that of Tucker's Lough, near
Castlebar.

Levallinree Crannog

Levallinree Lough is situated in the centre of the Parish of Turlough, Co
Mayo, 6 miles north east of Castlebar. The crannag is 30m off the north west
shore of the Lough (Levallinree Townland, O.5. Sheet No. 70, 284 em from
west, 5.0 cm from north). The Lough comprises 121.59] acres in area.

he crannog was first identified in August. 1983 by Chinsty Lawless. The
water level was atits lowest in that year due to the very dry summen and the added
bonus of the outlet having been cleaned by the Moy dramnage scheme, the
Previous year.

The cranndg is composed of a cairn of stones and measures 25.50 m in
diameter cast-west, During the low water level a double palisade of oak posts was

Plate 1, Movticed Peam, Q 7384 (Photo, Christy Lawless),
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Plate 2, Dugout Canoe (B). (Photo, Chnisty Lawless),

visible around the perimeter of the crannog. On the east side of the crannog at
water level a large oak beam protrudes from under the island to its perimeter,
it measures 44 cm wide and 18 cm thick. It has a mortice 48 cm by 15 cm into
which an upright is set. (Plate 1).

A number of artifacts were found by Christy Lawless close to the oak beam,
There were three iron tools, i.e. an axe (Fig. 1), a three-pronged fish spear (Fig.
2) and an ancient spade blade (Fig. 3). Also found were alead weight, a fragment
of a pewter flagon and a fragment of a whetstone. At various points around the
cranndg edge there is evidence of wickerwork,

There are four dugout canoes around the cranndg on the lake bottom.
Two canoes (A & B) are on the north side; they are made of oak. One (C) on the
west is made of white deal. One (D) on the south west 1s made of oak.

Canoe A is on the north east side of the crannaog, it is positioned NW-SE.
Itis 7m long and 75 cm wide and is 3m from the cranndg edgein . 1 m of water.
Canoe B (Plate 2) is positioned N-S between canoe A and the crannog. It is
.35 m long and 58 cm wide. This canoe was removed for recording by Mr.
Raghnall O'Floinn of the National Museum of Ireland and afterwards it was
replaced in its original position. Canoe C is on the west side of the crannog,
positioned north to south, in 1.5 m of water and is 4 m from the crannog edge.
Itis half pear-shaped and is made of white soft wood. Itis 1.5 m long, 60 cm wide
at the south end and 35 cm wide at the north end. Canoe D is on the south west
side of the eranndg. It is positioned east to west in ¢. 1.5 m of water and is 4 m
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from the cranndg edge. Itis 5.8 m long, 1.3 m wide at the east end and 60 cm
wide at the west end. This canoe has a flat bottom and one seat. The seat s a
prepared piece of white soft wood attached to the floor of the canoc with two
wooden dowels.

D —— T — —

Fig. 1 Woodman's axe. (NMI Reg. No. 1984:28).

Levallinree Lough Crannog: the dating

In 1989 the opportunity arose to sample two structural oak timbers from
the crannég in Levallinree Lough. Such sampling can only provide some sort of
‘spot” dating. Thatis, any date can indicate atime when timber felling was tal;ilng
place; presumably related to constructional activity on the r:mnnfig. A h.lll
understanding of the chronology would require detailed sampling in associa-
tion with a fullscale archacological excavation.

From a dendrochronological point of view, the exercise has its own
interest because of the extension of the treering dating method to an area
where few results are available; can ring patterns from Co. Mayo be tied into the
available Irish tree-ring chronologics?

The two timbers sampled were a substantial horizontal beam, Q7884 (PI.
1) and a riven vertical plank, Q7885. The latter imber retained complete
sapwood right out to the underbark surface and hence represented the best

candidate for accurate dating.
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Results

()7884 provided a ring pattern of 160 years. At the time of writing no
definitive date can be ascribed to this sample.

Q7885 provided aring pattern of 208 years, including a total of 30sapwood
rings. This sample dated consistently against a suite of Irish chronologies with
its end year at AD 609, Correlation values up to t= 5.4 uniquely specify this dating
position.

Since the sapwood was clearly complete itis possible to specily the last year
of growth: as AD 609 with felling either late in AD 609 or early in AD 610,

This date is interesting because it has already been demonstrated that
there was a main phase of crannég construction in Ireland in the 6Gth-7th
centuries AD** so that Lough Levallinree fits nicely into a pre-existing scheme.
This extends the geographical range of early 7th century crannog building
activity into a new area.

It is perhaps worth noting that, of the other crannogs which have pro-
duced ‘spot’ dates, three yielded datesin the first two decades of the 7th century.
These were Midge's Island in Lough Beg, Co. Antrim (spot date AD 612+/-9),
Ross Lough, Co. Fermanagh (spot date AD 614) and Island MacHugh, Co.
Tyrone (timbers felled in AD 601, 602, 603, 608, 611, 614 and 619)*. Thus the
Levallinree date confirms almost exactly synchronous activity associated with a
wide spread of crannégs at that ume.

Hopefully, further samples from a controlled excavation of the crannog
would allow a close comparison between the dates of activity at Levallinree and
elsewhere and might serve to clarify whether or not the spread of felling dates
at Island MacHugh is exceptional.

Fig. 3. Socketed iron spade blade. (NMI Reg.

Fig 2. Fish Spear (NMI Reg. No. 1984:25). No. 1984:27).
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Recently Discovered
Burials at Tooremore
East, Turlough

By Laureen Buckley, Brendan Glass and Fionbarr Moore.

In January 1989, land reclamation work was carried out in the townland of
Tooremore East, Turlough, Ordnance Survey 6" Sheet, Mayo 70, (Nat. Grid M
233 953). The field is locally known as ‘Mullin’s Catair’ from a previous
landowner named Mullin. Previous land reclamaton in the area in 1968 had
uncovered bones and work had then ceased. The work carried out in 1989
involved the removal of several large stones and the clearance of field fences.
This work disturbed buried bones and spread them across a wide area as a
scatter, which was collected by Mr. Christy Lawless, Turlough, Castlebar. He
reported his findings to the O.P.W. and sent the bone scatter to Dublin for
examination. The bones were identified as human and reclamation work
ceased. The scatter consisted of the bones of four separate individuals and a
single bone of an infant. The analysis of the skeletal and dental remains of these
individuals (A-ID) follows.

Further to this, the site was visited by Mr. F, Moore, O.P.W. and an almost
intact burial examined. Thisis analysed hereunder as Burial 1 which represents
an adult skeleton, but some child’s bones were also present.

The site consisted of a slightly raised area roughly 59m in diameter, its
perimeter much altered by later field walls and hedges. It bore no tradition of
being a sanctified site or being a ‘Killeen® or *Caldragh’. Bunial 1 (Fig. 1) was
aligned roughly E-W, which suggests a Christian burial, but the dating within
that erais problematic. The importance of this reportliesin the fact thatitis one
of the first reports on any human remains from this period in Co. Mayo, and
gives us an insight into the life expectancy, stature, disease and diet of the past
population of the country,

The Bone Scatter

The bones were generally in a poor state of preservation and were quite
light in weight. When dry they had a chalky appearance and texture. They were
extremely fragmented and represented the remains of at least four individuals.

The skull bones consisted of numerous small fragments of cranium, some
temporal bones and portions of mandible and maxilla, There were posterior
portions of the right temporal from three skulls showing the mastoid process,
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and one also had the external auditory meatus present.

There were also temporal bones from the left side of two skulls showing
part of the mastoid process and external auditory meatus. -

There was also part of a left zvgomatic bone and a portion of the left side
of the frontal bone, showing part of the upper portion of a left eye socket. In
other words there were at least three skulls present and judging from the
mastoid process, probably two were female and one was male.

The post cranial fragments included fragments of two scapulae, four
incomplete clavicles and two hummen, one of which could be identified as from
the right side. There were parts of the shafis of one radius and wo ulnae, also
cight ribs.

The only portion of pelvis present was two fragments of ilium.,

There were parts of the shafts of at least six femora, although there were
only four femur heads and these were broken. The distal end of the femur was
complete in three cases, but there were four other cases where the distal end was
incomplete.

There were parts of the shaft from five separate tibiae, two of these from
the lefi and two from the right; the other was indeterminate. Part of the shafts
of three fibulae were also present.

The foot bones were all badly decayed and included two tali from the left
side and one from the right side.

There were fragments from four calcanae, two from the left side two from
the right; the other was too small to identify from which side it had come.

There were also fragments from two navicular and one cuneiform bone.
A second metatarsal from the left was present along with two foot phalanges.

The vertebral column was virtually non-existent. There was one atlas (first
cervical) vertebra which was broken and the body of one other cervical vertebra.
There was one thoracic vertebra complete, the body of another and the spine
ofanother three. There were no lumbar vertebrae and enly part of the first sacral
vertebra.

Summary

. These bones represent the mixed remains of at least four individuals.
There is not much to be said about them as the skeletons are so incomplete.
Gender can be tentatively suggested for three of the individuals based on the size
of the mastoid process, butit must be emphasised thatitis notsafe to sex on one
morphelogical trait. There were no complete long bones to give an estimation
of stature. There were very little joint ends remaining, only the lower end of the
femur in three cases and the lower end of the tibia in three cases.

There was no sign of arthritis in any joint or of any other pathology in the
post cranial skeleton.
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Part of the shaft of an infant femur was also found.
Bones from Burial 1

The skull consisted of many fragments of cranium, part of the nght
temporal bone showing the mastoid process, and the external auditory meatus.
There wasalsoa small fragment of the base of the cranium showing the occipital
condyles. A large part of the mandible was present. The right ramus was almost
complete but the head and caronoid process were broken off. The upper part
of the ramus from the left side was present. Also part of the body of the mandible
was present on the left side, showing the mental foramen. There were six teeth
present 1,3 2.8 4,5 4,6 4,7. The molars have moderate attrition. Some slight

calculus depositis present on all teeth. The premolar exhibits enamel hyperpla-
sia.

The postcranial skeleton was far from complete, and again the bones were

badly broken.

The acromion of the left and righl !i:l'.:'.lp'l.lla'd(' were present and also the
glenoid cavity of the left scapula. There was one small fragment of a clavicle.

Most of the nght humerus was complete, although the head was broken
off. The right ulna was also complete, but the lower end of the left ulna was
missing. Part of the shaft of the right radius was present; the left radius wasalimost
complete, only the lower end was missing. There were a number of hand bones
present. The carpals consisted of the left scaphoid, right lunate, left inquetral,
left trapezium, left and right capitate. The metacarpals consisted of the second,
third and fourth metacarpals from the right hand. In addition there were seven
proximal hand phalanges and eight middle hand phalanges. There were
fragments of five ribs.

From the pelvisa large portion of the left ilium and some of the right ilium
were present. The sciatic notch and most of the articulation area for the sacrum
could be seen on the leftilinm, Also present was part of the leftischium showing
the ischial tuberosity.

The neck and head of the right femur and part of the shaft of two femora
were present.

There was no sign of the tibiae but a fragment of a fibula was present.

Some foot bones were present but they were much decayed. These
consisted of the left talus, part of a navicular, part of a cuboid bone and two
metatarsals, the shaft of a first metatarsal and most of the fourth metatarsal, but
the head was missing,

Again there was very little remaining of the vertebral column. There were

parts of the body of two cervical vertebrae, part ol the spines of about five
thoracic vertebrae, the spines of three lumbar vertebrae, part of the first sacral
vertebra and a small section of the dorsal surface of the sacrum. -

Again little could be.said about this skeleton, except that it was probably
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a female aged 25-35, and the length of the ulna - 27.8 cm - gives a stature based
on the Trotter and Gleser formula (1) of 176.5 cms (5L 9.5 ins.). There were
no obvious pathological conditions on the bones present.

I:: addition to the main skeleton, there were also four metatarsals from a
child skeleton. The epiphyses were not fused at the head of the metatarsals, so
the child had not reached the age of puberty.

Dental Remains

The remains comprise the fragmented dentitions of four individuals. The
state of preservation of the fragments is fair; however there was much post
mortem loss of teeth. The remaining teeth show a high rate of tooth wear or
dental attrition, which is typical of pre-indusinal European denttions with a
high degree of dental attrition or tooth wear, due to the poor quality of milling
stones which resulted in flour with a high level of grit. Tooth loss was most
frequently a result of the rapid rate of tooth attrition, or less frequently,
periodontal disease. Dental decay or caries is not common in such remains and
was not found in these individuals. However, the sample size is too small to assess
this disease. On the basis of tooth wear, it is likely that the remains are not of
famine burials of the nineteenth century.

The details are presented as a) Bony Remains and b) Dentition, The age
of each individual was based on the degree of dental attrition, and may be taken
only as a rough estimate.

1. Individual A (Age 50+ years)
Bony Remains:

Fragment of mandible extending from 4,4 socket to distal of 3,8. The
general tubercles are very pronounced suggestive of strong masticatory action.
There is boney repair of 3,6 socket indicating that the tooth was lost a
considerable time ante mortem. There is boney destruction of the buccal wall
of 3,7 socket caused by a dental abscess. There is severe loss of alveolar crest of
3.8 socket due to chronic periodontitis. The apical portion of 3,5 socket shows

evidence ofa periapical granuloma asa result of pulpal necrosis, due to expanse
of the pulp by attrition.

Detition
Teeth present are 4,4 4,3 4.2 35

All teeth are heavily worn, with expanse of the pulp chamber of 3,5. The

apical third of 3,5 exhibits hypercementosis. Heavy calculusdepositsare present
on 4,3, and mild to moderate depositsaffect the remaining teeth. Teeth lost post

mortem were 4,1 3,1 32 34 37and 38

Individual B (Age 40-50 years)
Bony Remains
Fragments of right mandible from distal 4,8 socket to mesial of 4,1. There
an

is post mortem destruction of bone in the incisor region. Severe boney destruction
of 4,8 socketwas caused by periodontal disease, aggravated by mild mesioangular
impaction of 4,8, Mild periodontal disease affected the alveolar erest of 4,7 4,6

4.5.

Dentition:

Teeth present 4,7 4,6 4,5.

Both molars have severe attrition, and 4,5 moderate attrition. Heavy
deposits of calculus are present on the buccal and lingual of 4,7 and lingual of
4,6. Teeth lost post mortem are 4,8 44 453 4.2 41,

Individual C (Age 25-30 years)
Bony Remains:
Upper left maxilla extending from midline arlemorly to mesial of 2.8
socket. Alveolar crest condition is good with no evidence of periodontal disease.
Dentition:
Teeth present are, 24 25 26 2,8, and display moderate attrition.
Both premolars exhibit linear enamel hypoplasia in the apical third of the
crown. There are mild deposits of calculus on all teeth. Pronounced hyperce-
mentosis affects the apical half of the roots of 2,8, Teeth lost post mortem are

2.1 222307,

Individual D (Age 15-18 years)
Bony Remains

Fragment of mandible extending from 4,7 socket to 3,3 socket. There is
moderate post mortem destruction of all sockets, preventing assessment of
periodontal disease.

Dentition:

Three disarticulated teeth found with the collective remains have been at-
tributed to this individual because of the mild attrition on these teeth. The
disarticulated teeth are 2,1 2.4 and 2,6. There is mild attrition of the one
remaining tooth, 4,3, associated with the mandible. Mild deposits of calculus are
present on the buccal of 4,3.
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In the footsteps
of Saint Gall

By Michael O'Malley
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Celtic Heartland by 200 B.C. The expansion of the
La Téne and Hallstatt Cultures.

From the fifth century nc the La Téne Celts began to figure in the writings
of classical authors. Their technology was for the most part equal to that of their
civilized Greek and Roman contemporaries. The reason that they figure in this
article is because of the link, however tenuous, between the Helvetii tribe, the
La Téne culture and the northern area of the West of Ireland. The sudden
blossoming of La Téne art in northern Ireland may be accounted for by the
coming of bands of Celuc : vaders to the country, possibly in the second century
ac. These must have entered the country through Britain. An earlier wave of
immigrants had reached the west of the country some time in the third or second
centuries ie, coming direct from the Continent. This immigration accounts for
the presence in Ireland of two groups of La Téne peoples and would, aswe have
seen, account for the fact that the Téin B6 Cuailnge, the carliest Irish epic tale,
« concerned with the traditional rivalry between the inhabitants of Connachtin
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the west and those of Ulster in the north-east!,

Splendid objects in the La Téne style have been found in Ireland. These
include two fine collars, one from Clonmacnois, County Offaly, and the other
from Broighter, County Derry. The Clonmacnois collar would seem to have
been manufactured in Ireland, but it owes much to Continental models. The
Broighter collar, on the other hand, has affinities with British art and may be
compared with one example from Snettisham. Various other objects suggest a
flourishing and individual school of Celtic art in Ireland, which was to lay the
foundation for u!! the later flowering of medieval Irish creative genius.

The Celtic Expansion and its Relevance to the ‘St. Gall Saga’

We have established that the Celtic tribes occupied land in the area of

discussion, St. Gallen-Zurich. In fact one of the tribes was known by the name
of ‘Helvetii’, almost the same spelling as the correct name - Helvetia - for
Switzerland to this day. Now while we accept that the days of Celtic occupation
were long past by the time that St. Gall arrived in Switzerland, a point to
remember is the following. The Celtic peoples who dominated temperate
Europe in the first millennium sc, may well have been the long-established
inhabitants of France, Germany and the Alpine region. Little is known of the
Celtic religion or of their characteristics though their drinking prowess is well
recorded! St. Gall was either brave or foolish when he destroyed the Pagans’
wooden idols and broke a container holding beer dedicated to Woden. The
Celts also made wooden idols and drank copiously to all their Gods. Dormant
memories of their Celtic ancestors might have emerged from their subconscious
and have been aroused, with dire results!

Christianity

Christianity brought a revival of the Celtic art forms, a Golden Age notably
in the illuminations of the great manuscripts. The design on the following page
is a very ancient one called the Triskele or the Triskelion from the Chi-Rho page
of the Book of Kells, illuminated by monksin the ninth century, in the style of lona
where it came to rest. ‘Intricacies, so delicate and subtle, so exact and compact,
so full of knots and links, with colours so fresh and vivid, that you might say that
all this was the work of an Angel and not a man.’ So wrote Giraldus Cambrensis,
commenting on the Kells Triskele®. The artistry of the scribe embellished the
vellum with the same skills that the Celts applied to the implements they made.

In the Book of Kells, the Book of Durrow, and the Lindisfarne Gospels, the
monastic scribes wrote down in brilliantly decorated form, the gospels and the
other versions of the word of God. Clearly influenced by Hallstatt and, espe-
cially, La Téne cultures at their most glorious, from these illuminations arise
many of the immediate visual connotations of the word "Celtic’ today. Thus at
the very point of dilution, the Celtic civilisation produced its last, and perhaps
greatest, flowering”.

L2

llfustration from the Book of Kells.

Can it be pure coincidence that the country from whence the La Téne
Culture initially blossomed, retains sull in St. Gallen Library (Stiftshibliothek)
a bright mirror and focus of the spirit of medieval Europe and its two founders,
St. Gall and St. Otmar?

The Flowering Garden of the Monasteries

Scholars trained in the Irish monastic schoolsshowan extensive knowledge
of classical authors like Virgil and Horace and some slight acquaintance with
Greek, but their chief study was the Bible. Many of them reached a very high
standard as copyists, and in the Book of Durrow (from the second half of the
seventh century) and the Book of Kells (from shortly after 800), they attained
astandard of calligraphy and miniature painting which hasnever been surpassed.
Indeed their artistic achievements in this field are amongst the greatest glories
of Gaelic Ireland.

Colm Cille has been called ‘The First Exile’ in the well known poem by
Robert Farren, but he went no further abroad than to an area which had been
partly colonised from Antrim a century earlier and where the Gaelic language
had taken root. From lona Aidan travelled to Lindisfarne in the nextgeneration
to become the Apostle of Northern £ngland. The motive uppermost in the
minds of the Irish peregrini was selfsacrifice, to renounce home and familyand
seek a secluded spot away from the world. Yet the names of these Irish
‘wanderers for Christ’ of the sixth to the ninth centuries are still remembered
with affection across the European mainland: Columban in France and laly
where he died at Bobbio in 615; Gall in Switzerland, after whom a city, a canton
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and a diocese have been named; Fiacre and Fursey in France; Feuillen in

Belgium; Killian in Germany; Donato and Cataldo in Italy; Fergal in Austria.*
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Thus were the sceds of the flowers from the ‘Garden of the Monasteries’
planted, and from their roots came this story of one St. Gall.

In the Footsteps of St. Gall

Delving into the past can be likened to searching through the proverbial
trunk in the attic; half-forgotten memorabilia turn up, the odd unexpected
treasure is found, and sometimes a puzzle falls into one's hand, most probably
with a piece or two missing from it . ..

Just such a puzzle presented itself to my wife and me when we decided to
follow ‘in the footsteps of St. Gall'. We were in the throes of delving into the
O'Malley family history—a task in itself, as it goes back to the 4th century an. We
were planning a trip to my ancestral home — County Mayo in Ireland. Firstly we
had to acquaint ourselves with the, relatively, more recent past of the O"Malleys.
To this end we were reading a book Granuaile, the life and times of Grace O'Malley,
¢. 1530-1603, written by Anne Chambersaboutan Irish pirate queen, an extremely
exciting story. We then came across the reproduction of an ancient map which
depicted all the O'Malley territories in County Mayo. An exwremely familiar
name appeared to leap out of the page at us, and that was ‘Gallen'!’

Though this may not be a familiar name to most of my readers, my wife
Doris O'Malley, née Fatzer, was born in St. Gallen, a fine city in Swi izerland. She
remembered being taught as a child that an Irish monk named Gall had
founded the very first settlement there in the seventh century. Could there be
1 connection here? We determined to find out. The first step was o discover
whether Gallen could be ‘pinpointed’ onamodern Irish map. There trned out
to be several places with the prefix Gall or Gallen, in particular in the area of the
County Offaly town of Ferbane, including a 'Gallen Priory’ and the remains of
a ‘Gallen Abbey’.

During our subsequent visit to Ireland we visited the very famous ruins of
Clonmacnois, in County Offaly, the site of Ireland’s foremost early monastery
built during the sixth century (545 a.0.). The ruins of Clon MACnois overlook the
Shannon River and lie only about ten kilometres north-west of the ruins of
Gallen Abbey. We then visited Gallen Priory, Ferbane, where we were greeted
with great courtesy by Sister [gnatius Davis of the Irish Novitiate of the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Cluny. She presented us with a pamphlet that the Sisters had
produced which told of the origi nal foundation of the Abbey, and later of the
Priory.

Gallen Priory lies a half mile south of Ferbane on the east bank of the
Brosna. Now a convent, it derives its name from Gallen of the Britons (Welsh).
It was founded by St. Canoc, or MoChonog, in the fifth century, The pamphlet
contains one brief mention of St. Gall of Swiss fame, and as it relates to the
scriptorium, is worth a mention in this context. A few words first on the quite
comprehensive curriculum of the Celtic schools. This is of particular interest
when we come to wonder at how the Irish monks of those so-called ‘Dark-Ages’
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could lighten that darkness with their knowledge, and in so doing establish
outposts of learning throughout Europe.

Bovs were sent to study at almost as early an age as they are now, vut there
was no age limit. They conquered the difficulties of reading by the use of the
Bible and learned the whole 150 Psalms by heart! They were taught to read and
write the Latn alphabet. Laun rules were committed 1o memory and Virgil was
stuclied. Greek and Hebrew were also on the curriculum. Then there was music

and pociny. Ecclesiastical chant was considered important also. The harp was

the principal mstrument.

Students went to the Scriptorium to learn illumimatng and ormamental
writing. The boys of 5t. Gall's in Switzerland used o practise on the line,
‘Adnexique globum Zephyvrique kanna secabant’, which can be literally rendered
(after the manner of lard!) as “The quick brown fox jumped over the slow lazy
tltjg‘, since both sentences are valuable only as containing each leuer of the
alphabet. Itis now easier to see that these monks when they ventured forth into

foreign lands were not so ill prepared as might have been assumed. It certainly
helps to explain their success.

Despite what appeared to be an end to our search tor St. Gall in Ireland,
with O'Malley country only 100 kilometres west of Gallen Priory, we decided to
continue our search.

St. Gall was a Leinsterman as was St. Columbanus or Columban., They both
studied under the Abbot St. Comgall at the great monastery of Bangor opposite
Carrickfergus on Belfast Lough. St. Columban had always had a desire to travel
in foreign parts. He approached the Abbot 5t. Comgall and sought permission
to travel into pagan lands and 1o spread the word of Christ.” Permission was
granted for him and twelve companions to leave the monastery and to bring the

gifr_ of Christianity to those who were without. Among those chosen to venture
forth with him was St. Gall.

It would be only conjecture to say anything of the trials and tribulations
which must have occurred during their travels. Enough to say that St. Columban
and his twelve companions, including St. Gall, passed over into Gaul, where bar-
barian invasions, civil strife and clerical slackness had reduced religion to a low
ebb. The Irish monks at once set about preaching to the people by showing an
example of charity, penance and devotion. Their reputation eventually reached
the King of Burgundy, Guntramnus, who about the year 590 offered St.

Columban ground for building at Annegray in the Vosges, sited in a disused
Roman fort! However the house became too small for his numerous followers
who desired to live under the discipline of the saint. He therefore founded a
further monastery at Luxeuil, also in the Vosges. There his monks lived
according to Irish tradition, keeping the Irish date of Easter, having a bishop
who was subordinate to the abbot and promulgating Irish penitential practice.

In all these ways, Columban’s monasteries differed from the rest of the
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Frankish church and friction was almost inevitable. E-‘.Jhll'ﬁh:l" founded a
further monastery which was named Fontes on account of its springs, near
Fontaine. These, with Bobbio, a later foundation, were founded by Columban
himself. Saint Gall despite being, by inclination, a hermit, had several cells and
monasteries named after him. However, Saint Gall did not found the Benedictine
monastery which proudly bears his name in what is now a famous city in
Switzerland. The monastery and original town were built on the site of his
hermitage about a century after his death in ¢.630.

him permission to stay behind, felt, however, that he was mzlingering and
forbade him to say Mass until after his (Columban’s) death. This extremely
heavy punishment for a ‘presumed” offence was quite typical of Columban’s
strict code of discipline. Suffice to say that Gallus did not say Mass again until
informed of the death of 5t. Columban. He was notified of the death by the
receipt of Columban’s wooden pastoral staff which was sent from Italy asa sIgn
of forgiveness.

The Vitae of St. Gall does preserve a very attractive and probably quite
The Hermitage of Gallus +ceurate account of how 5t. Gall found, and settled in, a cellwhich was tobecome
a hermitage and eventually the famous monastery of Saint Gallen, though the

This account of Saint Gall or Gallus, as he is known in many countries S )
latter was not in his lifetime.

including Switzerland, recounts details which dre sometimes lacking in the

overall history of the foundation of the original monastic cell, which eventually Tended in his sickness by the priest Willimar and two of his clerics,
became the core of the present city of Saint Gallen in Switzerland. Some of the Maninold and Thwodore, Gall, as soon as he was well enough, asked for a
details of miracles asin Jonas, live on to this day i the many legends surrounding suitable place for a hermitage. Hiltibold, a deacon of Willimar's household, was
the city of Saint Gallen. Yet most of these events took place around the year 600 a keen sportsman and knew of a likely place, but warned the ‘would be’ hermit
A-D. = 1,400 years agol of the savage scenery, the rocksand the mountains and the wild beasts that lived

amongst them, not only harmless creatures, but wolves, boars and bears. Gall,
who had encountered such creatures many times before, was not deterred.
Hiltibold guided Gall from Arbonainto the hills, having instructed him to bring
a supply of food and the smallest of his fishing nets. Gall set off fasting
determined not to eat until God had shown him the place where he should
settle. Eventually they came to the bouldery mountain torrent of the Steinach,
and here Gall, catching his foot in some brambles, took it as a sign that they
<hould halt. Here was the chosen place! He cuta couple of hazel branches and
set up a rough cross; on it he hung the leather satchel which he had brought
from Ireland, and which contained the relics of Saints Mary, Maurice and
Desiderius. Theythen litafire, but Hiltibold was more than alarmed when abear
came lumbering out of the wood towards them. ‘Bear,’ said Gall, ‘Lorder youin
the name of Jesus Christ, to go back and bring us out wood for the fire.’ The bear

returned with a log!

The main story revolves around the initial movement of St. Columban and
his monks after their expulsion (which for the sake of brevity will not be
recounted here) and their re-entry, which will be dealt with, if only for a brief
spell. Our story iswith Gall. The monks crossed the Rhine and came to the castle
of Turegum (Zurich). They then followed the lake shore to Tuccinia (Tuggen).
Here they halted and tried to preach to the local Pagans. However, Gall, as
impulsive as ever, set fire to some wooden idols, with the result that they were
violently expelled from the district. However, there were some Christians
among the Pagans of this mountain country that was 10 become Switzerland.
They met them after Saint Columban’s party had travelled on over hill and
through forests and eventually reached Boden lake and a walled village called
Arbona (Arbon). Hereasaintly priest named Willimar made them welcome and |
in response to St. Columban's enquiry, showed thema good place tosettle in the
district of Pergentia (Bregenz). Experience had taught caution and the Irish

monks did not start ‘idol-smashing’ immediately. Gall, however, eventually In art fm'“"’-hii story, Gall is shown with a bear carrying a log in its paws.
thought it was safe to do so. Having disposed of the idols, he broke a container This scene is depicted on all town crests and flags and also on the wory cover of
holding 500 measures of beer dedicated to Woden! About half the population the so-called Long Gospel (MS 53), representing the Blessed Virgin Mary and
were favourable to the monks, but the remainder gained the ear of the Pagan Gallus with the bear, carved by Tuotiloabout 834. The cantonal flag of St. Gallen

is, however, different, The story goes on with the ejection of demons that lived
in the place and how Gall fasted three days, while Hiltibold went back to
Willimar to report progress. After his fast, Gall also went back to Arbona to
secure equipment 10 take back to his monastic site. When he was at a meal with

Duke of Alemannia (Cunzo), who ordered them to leave.

Columban and his depleted band of followers then set out on the arduous
crossing of the Alps to Italy. Columban, at least, left with bad grace. "We found

a golden egg, but it contained serpents’, he said, as he hiked with his party, the others, Hiltibold said ofa mddmmwnﬁmarl-1rahﬂrwﬂﬂwmﬂm1wuum
without Gall. over the mountains into Lombardy and founded hislast monastery likely give him something to e at!" This account of the initial establishment of
at Bobbio.” Gall's monastery in Switzerland is an extract from The Irish Saints under ‘Gall’.

However our tale mainly concerns St Gall, who being ill with fever, was It corresponds in most details with the account given b}rWali}hfrid Strabo in The
unable to start with the other monks for Italy. Saint Columban, though giving ' Life of St. Gall. As the Abbot of St. Gallen, Gozbert, was still alive at the date when
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This ||!'|r"“,|””' al the lf"'-"l'ﬂr rrhere Nainl Caiallies :nligﬁf ﬁ_\ Iy conad established his o rrend
hermitage cell during the seventh cenfury.

English translation of inscription on plaque near pool of river
Steinach

Here the messenger of faith w the Germanic regions, from  the
monastery of Bangor in Ireland, coming from Arban by the Bodensee [Lake
Constance], rested with Deacon Hiltibold in the wilderness ol the forest
Here he sank his fishing net into the whirling water. Here he had the
wonderful encounter with the bear, who at his command threw wood into
the fire, and as a reward received bread with the order to disappear into the
mountains. Here Gallus looked upon his fall into the thorn bushes as a sign
from Heaven to stay at this place, where he erected across of hazel branches.
He decided to build his cell and chapel there, mindiul of the words of the
psalm with which God once made his choice of the castle ol Zion known to

King David.
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this was written, that fact alone must lend much credence v its authenticity.

Walahfrid Strabo adds to his life of the Saint, a second book, of nearly equal
length, relating the many miracles said to have taken place during and after the
life of St. Gall. I will quote only one miracle asitappears to me to have relevance
to the story as a whole.

How the holy father drove from that place demons who appeared in the guise
of women."

When the night was spent and the golden light of day illuminated the torest
shades, the deacon said: ‘My father, what are we to do today?' ‘Prithee my son’,
replied Gall, ‘take not amiss what I say: since the Lord has caused us to find what
we sought, let us pass this day also in this place. Take thy net and go to the pool,
and I will follow thee as soon as I can. It may be that the Lord will show us His
accustomed bounty, so that on our return to the town (Arbon}, we may have o
offer the priest our father some gift which the Lord has granted us to find.” "l am
well contentwith thy bidding,’ answered the deacon and rose without delay, calling
on the name of the Lord: then taking the little fishing net, he went to the river. As
he was about to throw it into the water, two fiends in the shape of women appeared
standing on the bank, naked as though ihey were about to take a bath; and after
flaunting their indecency in his face, they took up stones and began to pelt him
saying: ‘Tis thou hast led yon man into the wilderness — one full of iniquity and

- malice, who hath ever foiled us by his evil practices.’ The deacon returned to the
man of God and told him what he had seen and heard. Then that chosen warrior
of God threw himself on his knees (asdid also the deacon), and besought the Lord
saying: ‘Oh Almighty God, whose goodness is past telling and whose majesty is
beyond all measure; not according to my merits but according to Thy mercy,
hearken with favour unto my prayer and bid these fiends quit this spot that it may
be consecrated to Thy glory.” Then rising they approached the pool and forthwith
the fiends turned and fled along the course of the stream to the neighbouring
mountain, and St. Gall said to them: * By the boundless might of the Trinity I charge
you ye phantasms, to leave this spot and withdraw to the uninhabited mountains,
and never henceforth dare to return hither.’

After this they let down their net into the pool and caught as much fish as
they wanted. As they were disentangling the fishes from the meshes of the net, they
heard from the mountain-top voices like the voices of two women bewailing the
dead saying one to another: ‘Alas! what shall we do? Whither shall we go? This
stranger will not suffer us to dwell among men nor even Lo abide in the wilderness.’

Nor was that the only time such voices were heard; but on three several
seccasions when the deacon had entered the valley to catch hawks, he heard the
demons shouting from the mountain called Himilinberg," asking one another

whether Gall was yet in the wilderness or had gone away.
It is undoubtedly time for me to revert to my amazement and that of my

_'F__

the surname O"Malley should hive the pleasure to meet and marry a lady named
Doris Fatzer, daughter of Jacob Johann Fatzer and Frau Anna F;il..;:t' r—ﬁ-r.'jlwrurr.
who owned and lived in a konditorei. That same k- nditorei was situated only
about nine metres from the previously mentioned mountain river Steinach'® by
which she played as a child, and which runs *helterskelter’ down the hill to the
pool where St. Gall used to fish, and which is mentioned in the one miracle
quoted from the Life of 5t. Gall. The results of our initial curiosity proved to us
once and for all, that the world is a much smaller place than r;i;ht-r of us had
believed and that little or nothing is impossible! Even the fact that the La Téne
Celts, who invaded the area of Ireland that was to be eventually ‘O Malley
country’, came from the area of Switzerland near to the present site of the City
of St. Gallen, does not amaze me as it once might have done. Since we followed
‘In the Footsteps of St. Gall,” the world is a smaller place and mankind is much
more closely related one to the other than we could ever have believed before!

Finally it should be said that when Gall died c.630, having outlived
Columban by at least 15 years, he had established himself as the principal
pioneer of Christianity in Switzerland. This, although he was a hermit, and not
a bishop or an abbot. His cult is a very ancient one, his name is in early ninth
century martyrologies. His shrine remained until the Reformation: when it was
‘rifled’, his bones were seen to be unusually large. The abbey survived until 1805
and the church is now a cathedral. The abbey library is one of the most notable
in Europe and is as old as the St Gall monastery itself. It goes back to the

institution’s two founders of the seventh and tigh;h centuries, St. Gall and St
Otmar, :

In conclusion, I must just say that whether or not we achieved our goal in
following *In the Footsteps of St. Gall’ by resolving the ties between him, Ireland
and Swizerland, I have personally enlarged my knowledge of my wife's home
town in a historic sense, and am full of admiration for the manner in which this
history has not been drowned in a sea of modernism as appears to have
happened with so many cities.

.
i
wife at coming across the name ‘Gallen” in a map of Ireland while researching [
the history of the O'Malley Clan! After consulting the map and noting the r
proximity of the barony of Gallen and the remains of the Abbey of the same )
name, it does appear a kind twist to fate that 1,300 years after Gall, a man with lﬁ

f
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Westport — An Early
Irish Example of
Town Planning

Part II, Westport House
By Brendan Jeffers

The Construction and History

When Colonel John Browne acquired Cathair na Mart, he probably hived
in what was left of the original fortress, which had been destroyed (as a tortress)
in 1583, by Ulick John, son of the Earl of Clanrickarde and Sir Nicholas Malby.'
Cahernamart or Cathair na Mart, ‘the stone fort of the Beeves’, was of circular
form. The castle of the O’ Malleys also bore the same name, and was built on “the
margin of th@Bay of Westport’ — probably where the dungeons are now L.e.
underground vaults along the east side of the present house.

Painting by George Moore showing West Front in 1760, (Fhoto Liam Lyons).

18

House Bridge

Colonel John Browne began building Westport House in 1685.° Picture
No. 134 in the house shows that part of it which was built before 1700, with the
two half-towers on either wing and the two wurrets. This picture is in the top
passage of the house.” In 1683, Colonel John Browne's agent, writing from
Cathair na Mart, states ‘The turretis are nearly finished now.” No doubt, Colonel
Browne lived at Cathair-na-Mart before he built Mount Browne; most of his
letters are headed *Westport'. There was then neither dam nor lake, and the tide
rose and fell against the walls.

In 1685, having finished restoring or repairing the turrets, he started on
the house. The bridge near the house was probably builtin 1734 by his grandson,
another John Browne, but may have been built earlier. A stone, beaning the
initials ‘[.B. 1734" was found in it during the repairs in 1897. Before this bridge
was built, the ford, just below the present bridge was the only means of crossing.
The ford and the road up to the farm can be well traced by trees, Pococke’s Insh
Tour 1752 says that John Browne ‘built two handsome bridges, and has form'd
cascadesin the river which are seen from the front of the house’, but he does not
say the exact year. He also states the house ‘is much like Bedford house in
Bloomshury Square, except that it has a pavilion in the middle over the Attic
Story, in which there is a large convenient Bed chamber for the young people,
of the size of the hall’.!
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Painting by George Moore showing East Front in 1760, (Phota Liam Lyons).

il

The architect was Richard Cassels. author of Villas of the Ancients,* who also
|_|||i||_[:;|| Lean ’l:ll ||'|f‘ I .llL!'fII I.ﬂ'l.l:l'ﬁll'l. EI.I.I':'IH".HI |{i.{ i, I"'|I|'__-\I-| ||_|L!I|:'|I“-| '.-,”h E]‘u |¢|
Bindon, and Russhorough, Co. Wicklow, etc.

T'he east front has fine cut stone window frames, The stone is better than
that on any other part of the house, being taken from the quarry south of the
farmyard and the best stratum, This front was completed about 1730, Cassels
macde the fine cornices in the east Face, but the barrel roof of the front hall was
built by Wyatt, The ceiling of the front hall is very similar to that of the music
room at Russborough.

Alter the east [ront was finished, the house bridge was built and then the
stables, The town was at that time all around the house and all the farm stock,
stables, etc. close to the house (see Pictures Nos. 133" and 154 in Westport
House), so that the house bridge and stables were built ane the nucleus of the
present farmyard before 1740. The enclosures close to the house on the south
with the two towers, were pulled down between 1750-1778, when the south
facade of the house was built by the second earl.

The east face, asis seen in Picture No. 133, presents an appearance simila
to the present front, but the other three sidesare much aliered. From the plans
of 1773, the ground floor consists of (1) waiting room = now the large library:
(2) front staircase - now the antelibrary; (3) the hall - now the front hall: (4) the

Westporrt Howse, Fast Fronl.
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The third lord, John Dennis, subsequently the Dirse marquess, completed
the square, I'he front porion was a open courtyard, The interior, the dining
coom (see plan of 17817, ceiling of oak staircase and of the front hall, and most
of the cornices were by James Wyan (1781-86), pupil of Robert Adam; also the

{:hi“r-.l' PO BITL. I..IIII:I."- ‘lu‘l.l'l..ll.l alsis l.ir'ni'__"wq'r{ 1 b 1||¢-||||:r- i1 thies e

In IH“::IIIH'-!—:{-'\EI.II the town were buil andd also oates aerioss H""”"I‘“*” Rl
by Wood Cottage, which were removed in 1931, and erected at the end of the
wall running south from the south west corner of the house

I'he second IMArguess built the north wing as bedrooms for the servants

ahout 1816, and the south wing for the library was designed in 1519 n Benjamin
Whyatt, the son of James Wyatt, and completed in 1825, [t was Benjamin Wyari
who destroyed the present gallery by removing the ceiling and cornices put up
by his father, similar to those in the dining room. He would have destroved the
whole, had it not been for the wite of the second marquess, who made her
hushand get rid of Benjamin Wyatt

The south wing, for the library, was burned 1o the ground within a few
months of its completnon, m January 1826, owing 1o the over-heatng of some
flues connected with the hot air heating system which had been installed. The
wing was subsequently restored by the third marquess after 1845, the outer walls
remaining as before. The oak swircase leading to the library was saved from the
fire. In the centre 1.r1 the .‘i-_“l..llh tace, was a broad Might of steps leading up to a
large door and vestibule. Thisstaircase was designed by James Wyattin 1781, The

n

Entrance Fast Fronl.

back staircase — now man-servant’s bedroom and part of the drawing room; (5)
breakfast room — now part of the drawing room; (6) dressing room — now the
eastern end of the gallery. With the exception of the dressing room and asmaller
room, the house was only one room deep. The family probably used the front
hall as their sitting room, as was the custom in those days. At this time, the lake
was non-existent and the tide ran up to one of the waterfalls which had been
constructed before 1750, The present town gate and lodge were made by the
third earl or first marquess in 1785. The main entrance was formerly at the
dispensary, now occupied by Mrs. Henderson, which features on the ordnance

maps as Wood Cottage and was known as the Lodge.

In July 1779, Gabriel Béranger stayed in Westport with Lord Altamontand
made many sketches.” In notebook No. 4 entitled Rambles through the County of
Dhiblin and some others in Ireland, his drawing No. 6, "View of Croagh Patrick, etc.’,
and No. 7, ‘Clew Bay', are both from the demesne showing the house, gardens,
ete. Sir William Wilde in 1880 published a Memoir of Béranger. On page 152 he
gives a description of the residence; "The first additions planned in 1773, may
or may not have been commenced by the first lord, but the south face of the
house was built in 1778, in the time of the second lord, who died in 1780.° Westport House, West Front,
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cormices of the -.'ﬂ.":Eiug: are aseresol :ll"ﬁilﬂ,u'r. LGN LR G 1 I's coron et arms of Browne

family, female busts, ete, in ]nntih'_ and the Greek letters in cartouche.

Fhe north wing is shown in O'Connor’spictures of the house dated 1818
and may, therefore, have been built before 1816, It carries a hopper for
raunwater which is dated 1830, but this may have been added many vears after
completion, The house and north wings were covered with lead from the
Sheatry mines, Drummin, Westport. This lead was of a much greater thickness
than usual and contained more silver than is found in most other mines, After
the destruction of the library, the second marquess covered in the court. The
centre of this space was enclosed, leaving a well on each side for light and air 1o
the basement There were two staircases in the house, one to the north entrance
hall and one to the south. After the library was burmed, the northern staircase
was removed, and the stone backed staircase was built in the basement up to the
dining room floor and landings to the bedrooms along the south wall of the
gallery.

According to the wife of the second marquess, the dam forming the lake
wits built by the first marquess before 1800, and it is shown on the survey of Mayo
which was made '3 Irish miies 1o the inch’. The survey for this map was made
between 1775 and 1785, and the map issued in 18300,

Dining Room by fames Wyatt 1750,

o

Cetling aver ogk starrease designed by James Wyatt in 1751

The eagles on Westport House were erected in 1806 by Coade & Seely,
London. Both bridges, i.e. by the church and house, were built by “Mr. Browne’
(see Pococke’s Tour 1752), and the first marquess added to the wall which
enclosed most of the demesne near the house.

The second marquess practically rebuilt and considerably added 1o the
farm, introducing all kinds of mackinery. Most of the farm buildings were
obviously later than the house. Curwen, writing in 1813 (published 1818),"
states that ‘they were built at that date and much of these buildings were used
as Linen Mills in 1817. The monthly sales of linen were £3,000 and of varn

£1,000°,

The third marquess undertook many changesinside the house. Early in his
time, he demolished the basement portion of the stairs 1o the south of the
entrance hall. In 1857, he demolished the remainder, He also abandoned the
library, substituting for the latter the present marble staircase made by Italians
brought to Westport for the purpose.

The third marquess built the new Church of Ireland church about 1872,
and itwas stated that the alabaster inside this church was from the wreck of aship
on the coast near Westport. The Lord Sligo of those days had the foreshore
righte and he more or less built the church around the alabaster,

Ab
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The Catholic chapel was built before their graces the mosi

reverend lord archbishops came mto fashion, It s large and gloomy, wilh
ane Or two attempts at ornament, by way of pictures at the altars, and a good
inscription warning the mcome: Jnalew bold words, of the sacredness ol the place
he stands in.

Practical  Geology and  Ancaent Archilecture tn freland, by George
Wilkinson, p. 284 (London 1845)

At Westport, overlaying the limestone at Farm Quanry, which we have
;ﬂrr-;u:l.'!.: noticed, there are about 16 feer of grevish blue coloured
sandstone, hard, quartzy and gritty; in colour itapproaches very closely,
especially in the lower beds, to that of the limestone on which it rests,
and from which it is only separated by the lines of stratificatuon, similar

i

to those occuring in the limestone beneath. The mineral character,
however, of the two rocks at their junction is quite distinet. The
sandstone weathers on exposure to a light brown colour, and s
discoloured for several feet in the upper beds, which are oo solt 1o be
useful. The joints of this stone are nearly vertical, and covered with
quartz, which gives a natural smooth surfzace to the stone. The mansion

of Lord Sligo, and the office buildings attached, have the plain face of
the walls consteucted with stones selected so as wo present a s woth Face,

and toanyone acquainted with the circumstance, would give the notion
Moerble starrease installed by Third Marquess, of a carefully worked limestone wall, having the stones laid in flat
' narrow courses. The cormice and other cut stones of these buildings are
Accounts of Westport and Westport House from various sources R the hmestone.
Whilst engaged in this study of Westport, | have come across many glowing
accounts of the beauty of the town and Westport House, and some of these
extracts | now include.

The Scenery and Antiquities of Ireland, drawings by W.H. Bartlett, text by |.
Stirling Coyne, Vol. 11,p.16 (published by James S. Virtue, City Road, London,

1850).
The Irish Sketch Book, by William Makepeace Thackeray, p. 230 (The Oxford The town of Westportitselfisembellished with awall enclosing astream
Thackeray, written in 1842). and running through the principal street; at the further end of lt."h 5
Nature has done much for this pretty town of Westport; and alter a gate entering mtI||_-grmuui:‘«.ufl.ul'd Sligu._tht* Fri“flp:ll Propicios
Nature, the traveller ought to be thankful to Lord Sligo, who has done of the county. The best hotel in the west ol Ireland is-Robanson s &
agreatdeal too, In the first place, he has established one of the prettiest, Westport, situated on the side ul1 the wall. ﬂ}r lofiy IL*num.-nﬂ.*-nf the
comfortablest innsin Ireland, in the best part of his little town, stocking Reek, or Croagh Patrick, which is the conspicuous feature ofiadl S
the cellars with good wines, filling the house with neat furniture, and views in the neighbourhood, is celebrated as a place of religious
lending, it is said, the whole to a landlord gratis, on condition that he pilgrimage . . .

should keep the house warm, and furnish the larder, and entertain the Just opposite Westport, at the entrance to Clew Bay, lies Clare ll-i'ti].l'l.}il..
raveller. the residence of the ancient chieftainess of the County Mayo and us
Later, on p. 233, another reference multitude of isles — Grana Uaile. One square and strong tower yet

The chapelis before the inn where I resided, and on Sunday from a very remains of her stronghold on the island shore.

early hour, the side of the street was thronged with worshippers, who

Irish Pictures, drawn with pen and pencil by Richard Lovett, MLA., p. 176
came to attend the various services,

(published by Religious Tract Society, Paternoster Row and Picadilly, London,
Another reference on p. 234 1888).




Westport, like other towns on this coast, is prepared on a somewhat
ambitious scale for a prosperaus future, which has not yet arrived. Itis
situated at the head of Westport Bay, an inlet of Clew Bay. 1tis certainly
beautiful for situation, and hard by is the lovely park of the Marquis of
Sligo. Beyond thisis Westport Quay, with its warehouses and wharls, but
having nothing wherewith to fill them. To the south and west the
prominent feature in every view is Croagh Patrick, the lofty conical
mountain, whence according to tradition, St. Patrick finally cleared
Ireland of reptiles. The mountain haslong been the scene of pilgrimage.
But in these days it is quite sufficient to rest its claims upon purely
natural features, The view from the summit, almost 2,500 feet high,
embraces a glorious prospect over Achill Island to the Donegal
Highlands, over the whole expanse of Clew Bay with its thousand islets,
and over mountain regions of Connemara,

Pleasant Places, by George A. Birmingham (Canon Hannay, Rector of

Westport), pp 968 (1934).

Westportisa sinall country town, situated in the extreme west of County
Mayo, the most desolate and backward countyin the whole of Ireland. ..
An Irish country town is usually a higgledy-piggledy affair, sordid and
mean, built without any idea of making the most of the site, which is
often beautiful. Westport, alone of Irish towns known to me, was
planned, and planned with a certain feeling for dignity and beauty.
Originally, 1 believe, the chief part of the town was beside the quay,
where ships and boats lay in the tidal harbour. The houses straggled
inland and the church stood half a mile east of the quay. Then it
occurred to the Marquess of Sligo —all this was very long ago — to divide
the town into two parts. The warehouses at the quay remained. The rest
of the town was removed inland. He built the present town in a pleasant
and spacious fashion. The principal strect is wide and straight, ending
in the gates of the demesne. Down the middle of the street runs the
river, with low walls on its banks. On each side of itis a carriage road with
footpaths for pedestrians. The houses were built in the dignified
Georgian fashion.

I donot suppose that the town would be admired by thearchitects of our
garden cities, but itisa very early example of the town-planning which
has become fashionable of late . .. The Church of Ireland church was
quite modern, being, I believe, the last church erected by the ecclesiastical
commissioners, before disestablishment. Theyachievedamore graceful
spire than was usual in their work. But the chu rchitselfwas uninteresting
and unattractive, except for the beautiful mural decorations put up
from time to time by the Sligo family. These were, I think, unique. The
walls of the church between the windows were covered with large
pictures, cut on white marble, the lines being filled in with hard black

cement. The whole background was gilt. There was also some modern
carving done by the same artist who carved the grotesque figures on thee
exterior of Kildare Street Club, in Dublin, o

The rectory was a very gracious house, situated on a hill, with a broad
lawn in frontofitand awinding drive leading up to the door. itwas built
in 1798 and had the dignified proportions of the Georgian work of
those days.

Naotes from U.C.D. —Asregards the work of Castles outside Dublin, note that a fairly
comprehensive list of houses designed by him was contained in a paper read b
Thomas U. Sadleir before The Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland on March
28th 1910, wide fournal Vol. X11 Consec, series (Vol. 1 Sixth Series) on Richard
Castles, Architect.

Notes

Much of the research done in this work was carried out in the archives and library
of Westport House, and I am deeply indebted and gratefui 1o the Honourable Denis
Brawne, tenth Marsuess, who has supplied and verified agreat deal of information which
enabled me 1o write this thesis. -

1. O'Donovan, John (ed.), Annnals of the Four Masters (1851), v, p.18035.

2. See Sligo, the Marquess of, Westport House and the Brownes (1981), p. 12, where the
date is given as 1680, = Editor.

8, This picture (see photograph on page 48) isnow on one side of the marble staircase.
It was painted by George Moore in 1760, and is reproduced in Cathair na Mart, vol.
i, no. 1. - Editor.

4. p. 98, 1891 editon,

5. London, 1728,

6. This picture (see photograph on page 50) is now on one side of the marble stircase.
It was painted by George Moore in 1760. — Editor.

7. Hewas a French Huguenot who came to Ireland from Rotterdam 1750,

8. This planwas by Thomas Ivory, and can be seen in Girouard, Mark, ‘Westport House,
Co. Mayo, Ireland - 17, Country Life, 20 April 1965. - Editor. h

9. This house is now occupied by Michael Browne, Solicitor, and his family. = Editor.

10. Curwen, |.C. Observations on the State of Ieland, principally directed to its Agriculture and

Rural Population; in a sevies of letters, writien on a tour Uh rouigh thal couniry.

Brendan Jeffers, architect, is a member of the well-known Westport family who were F“’F"im
of the “"““’“'." Hotel for many years. Thisarticle is the remainder of the muhh:pmmmﬂrnrm:

Royal Institute of British Architects final examination in 1935,



His Excellency the Marquis of
Anglesey, Lord Lieutenant and
General Governor of Ireland,
visits Westport, April 1831

Contributed by Sheila Mulloy

Henry William Paget, first Marquis of Anglesey (1768-1854), was the eldest
son of the earl of Uxbridge. He had a distinguished military career, having
served in Flanders, Holland and Portugal.

Having succeeded as earl of Uxbridge in 1812, he was created marquis of

Anglesey on 4 July 1815 in recognition of his services at Waterloo, where he was
in command of the horse artillery and the cavalry. Wounded in the knee at the
battle, he had later to have his leg amputated. *The limb was buried in a garden
in the village of Waterloo; a monument was placed over it, and icis sull a source
of income to the proprietor’.! Promoted to Master-general of the ordnance
from April 1827 to January 1828, he then succeeded Wellington as Lord-

licutenant in Ireland, which office he held until March 18249, A supporter of

Catholic Emancipation he became ‘very popular in Ireland, and the day of his
departure was kept as a day of mourning in Dublin

Lord-lieutenant once more from 1830 o 1833, he found himself at
loggerheads with Daniel O'Connell, and stated "Things are now come to that
pass that the question is whether he or Ishall govern Ireland’. " Promoted field-
marshal in 1846, he was once more Master-reneral of the ordnance from then
until 1852, He died in 1854,

J. M. Callwell, a member of the Martin family of Ross, Co. Galway, recounts
the following amusing memory of Lord Anglesey's tour through the west ol
Ireland as Lord-licutenant. He spentanight in Ross when the writer wasa child:

He carrivd somongst his baggrage an assortment ol cork legs, suitable tor vanos occsions,

andd whilst the company were assembled dowistnns al dlinmer his valer weated the semvanis

fin i prvate view ol thirimi, 1 owsis ke o thee exhibition by oo iirse, il | remeinber thi
there wais one leg in ordinry morning atire, another booted and spurred lor riding = the
leg which was chad in evening armay he was weaning al thiat mmoiment.”

That most loyal organ the Maye Constitution has the following account ol
the lord-licutenant's arrival at Westport to an enthusiastic welcome from the
local populace, together with the address from his ‘most devoted senvants', and
His Excellency's gracious reply thereto.

(%1
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Arrival of His Excellency the Lord Li: utenant at Westport®

The town of Westport presented a scene of unusual gaiety and animation
on Wednesday last, in consequence of the expected visit of our illustrious and
beloved Viceroy = The splendour and variety of the banners and devices which
waved from every elevated partof the town —the rich festooning of the triumphal
arches of laurel and evergreen — and the gorgeous floating of silken drapery
which met the eye al every turn, i!T1]II'l‘th‘{t the beholder with 1iLLT'|;r[i..':4:_' and
admiration, and we almost fancied ourselves i ansported to the regions of fary-
land, or amidst a splendid pageant of the olden days of chivalry and romance.

At an early hour the Marquess of Sligo and a party of the mounted
constabulary under the command of Messrs. Jones and Lewis, set out for Delphi
Lodge, the romantic residence of Stepney St. George, Esq., where his Excellency
had passed the previous night, and about 12 o'clock the High Sheriff, Charles
N. Knox, Esq. and a numerous body of the most respectable inhabitants of the
town and neighbourhood, proceeded from Robinson's Hotel to meet his
Excellency. In order to prevent confusion no vehicles of any rlem:riplirm were
allowed, save that in which the High Shenff and Colonel jackson were. = Each
horseman carried a banner of parti-coloured silk, or a white one with some
appropriate and complimentary motto — the horses” heads were also decorated
with silken bows and streamers, and as the procession moved along the principal
streets, headed by the band of the 66th Regt. its appearance was peculiarly
brilliant and striking.

About two miles from the town, the procession halted, and after some
minutes of anxious suspense the loud and enthusiastic cheers of the peasantry,
and the roar of the cannon which were planted on the hillsalong the line of the
route, announced the approach of his Excellency. Shortly afterwards the state
carriage of the Marquis of Sligo drawn by four beautiful greys, was seen slowly
advancing, and when it had reached the eminence on which the procession was
stationed, a simultaneous burst of acclamation, and waving of hats and banners
greeted the representative of a patriot King. The procession then filed off three
abreast, and preceded the noble party, who soon afterwards quitted the carriage
and mounted their horses. His Excellency wore a plain suit with the ribbon and
star of the Order of the Garter, and the Cross of the Order of St. Patrick, and
looked extremely well. — The Marquis of Sligo rode by his side, and he was
followed by his two aides-de-camp, Captains Pagetand Williams, in field officers’
uniform.

As the brilliant cavaleade approached the wown, its progress became con-
siderably slower — the roads and adjoining fields were covered with the immense
multitudes who thronged around their illustrious visitor, and itwould indeed be
impossible for us to convey an adequate idea of the enthusiasm which seemed
to animate the bosoms of the assembled thousands — The loud roar of the
canron, and the tolling of the bells, which rang outa merry peal, were lostin the
still louder and more exhilarating acclamations of warm-hearted and generous
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people, and the tear which glistened in the eye of the Noble Marquess, (who
declared his reception far exceeded anything he had hitherto experienced),
attested the delightand gratfication which this tribute of unbought and sincere
attachment afforded him.

At the entrance of the town, his Excellency passed under a triumphal arch
of laurel, decorated with mottos and flags of various hues, from the centre of
which was suspended an immense wreath of laurel; and at the Barracks of the
61st Depot, which was very tastefully ornamented with banners and devices, the
garrison was drawn up, and received his Excellency with presented arms, the
band playing God save the King. In this manner the procession moved through
the town, his Excellency repeatedly taking off his hat, and bowing in the most
affable and condescending manner to the elegantly dressed females who filled
the windows, waving scarfs and banners, while the loud shouts of congratulation
and welcome continued without intermission. We cannot avoid noticing that
amid the enthusiasm and delight which the presence of our illustrious Viceroy
inspired, the Irish virtue of gratitude was not forgotten. = The name of the noble
proprietor of the soil was frequently mingled with thatof the “hero of Waterloo,”
and his Excellency was heard to observe, that much as he estumated the
compliment paid himself, he felt still more gratitude at hearing the praises of a
good landlord, from the lips and hearts of a grateful and attached tenantry,

After proceeding along the North Mall, the procession entered the
demesne of the Marquis of Sligo by the grand entrance, which was very elegantly
and tastefully decorated, as was also Westport-House, which displayed a variety
of flags, with the Royal standard flying in the Centre. On alighting, the Lord
Lieutenant was received by the Marquis and Marchioness of Sligo, the High
Sheriff, Colonel Jackson, Sir Samuel O'Malley, several of the nobility and gentry,
and a guard of honour of the 61st Foot. His Excellency then turned to the
assembled multitude, and thanked them for the very cordial and flattering
reception which he had met with, and for which he should ever feel most
grateful. An address (which will be found in another place) was then presented
to his Excellency by the Marquis of Sligo and several of the most respectable
inhabitants of the town of Westport, to which he returned the answer annexed.
The Rev. Messrs. Stoney and Hughes, etc. next presented him with an address
from the inhabitants of Newport, to which he replied in a very handsome
manner. After alluding to the distress, which he regretted to find, prevailed
throughout the country to a considerable extent, he begged it to be distinc{l}*
understood that he did not come there for the purpose of affording any certain
relief, but that he was urged to it by an anxious solicitude for the welfare of the
people and in order that his representations to the government might_h-u
productive of some ulterior benefit. There were three distinct measures nt.‘n:llr:l'.
some of which in his opinion should be adopted, to remedy the existing distress,
or probablya modification ofall.— The firstwas to allow ll‘u:r peasantryasu ficient
quantity of ground to supply themselves and their families with food - The
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second, to provide them with sufficient and remunerative employment, or
thirdly to introduce a compulsory measure of relief, His Excellency u:.-u listened
to with the most profound attention during the delivery of this reply = He
apologised from being unable from fatigue to receive the address of the
inhabitants of Castlebar entrusted to Counsellor Bourke of Carrokeele. but
appointed the following morning at twelve o’clock, at which hour the deputa-
tion was received by his Excellency.

We are gratified to add that throughout the entire day, notwithstanding
the vast multitudes assembled to receive his Excellency, not the slightest
accident occurred. Preparations were being made for illuminating the Town in
a very handsome manner, but at his l':‘.-:-cfcll:-.m‘]."h request no rejoicings of this
sort took place.

The following day a very numerous and distinguished party were invited
to Westport House, to meet his Excellency, and vesterday morning the Noble
Marquis and suite, consisting of Baron Tuyth, Mr. Blake, the Chief Remem-
brancer, Sir James Anderson, his Excellency’s physician, Captains Paget and
Williams, Mujnr Warburton, etc., gte.. left "n\'r*-.tpm'l-l-lmm;- for Mount-Bellew,
where the Viceregal party halted for the night, and this morning proceeded on
their route to Dublin.

18 April 1831
The only accident that occurred on the day of his Excellency’s arrival at
Westport, was from the accidental explosion of some gun powder in firing off
the guns, by which Mr. B. Collins was slightly injured.

Westport Address To His Excellency, The Marquis of Anglesey,
Lord Lieutenant and General Governor of Ireland®

We, the Gentry, Clergy, and Frecholders of the town and vicinity of “'l:a.lfmrl,
request prr:niﬁ.ﬂinn 1o ofTer vou the ¢ xprt*s.iiun of our warm attachment and our sincere
gratification at your arrival amongst us.

As the Representative of our beloved and patriotic King, we could not entertaimn
towards your Excellency, any other sentiments that those of extreme respect and duty.

We, however, feel particularly called upon on the present occasion, to lay before
vou the declaration of our feelings of affection and gratitude fur vour person, and the
assurance and confidence we repose in the continued wise discharge of the powers that
have been intrusted 1o you by our Gracious Sovereign.

We are truly grateful for the unceasing, unwearied and successful attention that
has been paid by your Excellency to the internal affairs of Ireland — we remember that
you were in your former Government, a warm advocate lor one great measure,
Constitutional amelioration = we now see you the willing and anxious organ of the
Government, which is about o dispense another great and signal benefit on the land in
general. We see vou choosing, as the period of vour visit, not a moment of pleasure or
gratification, but one of severe distress, a selection which could only be prompied by the
most benevolent feclings! We expect that some benefit to the starving population will
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Thomas McCaflrey, R.C.C.
John Canavan, R.C.C.

attend your Excellency's visit and personal inspection of their deplorable state, but we
look forward to a much more general and lasting advantage, as being likely 1o arise from
vour Excellency’s own individual observations, in the wise and patriotic measures which :].n]m McArdle
will, in consequence, emanate from your mind, and will lay the foundations of the future James Lavell
prosperity of this too long neglected Island. While we thus repose our feelings of well G. Woods
deserved affection, for your Excellency, in your public Character, as our viceroy, we do Joseph Kelly
not forget that you are in your private station intimately connected with Ireland - we Timothy Kelly
remember that in time of need you added to your own glory, and our safety by your Peter Lynch
exertions in the baule field. We now see you devoting with signal skill the resources of |- Taylor, J. P’.
your mind to our advantage in time of peace. Jas. Taylor, N.I".

James White, Clk.
Michael Carney
Walter Walsh

John Hoban
Richard Gibbons

F. Joyce, R.C.C.
George Hildebrand
J. W. Armstrong
Joseph Zuche

W.B. Collins

We feel that in every point of view, we owe you the tribute of our sincere gratitude, Rli'pl}-'
and our present anxious wish, is, that we may long enjoy the blessings of your Administra-
tion, and that you may, in the consciousness of the benefits you have conferred on us,

The Gentry, Clergy, and Freeholders of the Town and neighbourhood of West-

enjoy the happiness of which you are so deserving,

Your Excellency's most devoted Servants,

John Thompson
W.G. Clarke

W.M. Pauen

Jehn Pinkerton
Peter Browne, |. P.
W. Graham, Jun.

sligo

Geo. Taylor, C.E.

C.G. Higgins, Lieut. halfl pay.
Michael O'Malley

John McAndrew

P. Kelly, Apothecary

W. Graham, Sen. Robert Patten, |.P.
Charles O'Hara Stephney St. George, |.P.
Daniel Hegarty George Mahon

Myles Gibbons A. Clendining, |.P.

]. Dillon, M.D. Fitzgerald Higgins, ].P.
T. Lowell M. Macdonnell, |.P.
Luke Byrne ].D. Browne, ].P.
Thomas W. Reed W. Parker

W. Fizgerald
Joseph Burke, |.P.
" Theobald Burke ].FP.

Richard Levingston
Samuel Smyth
J.C. Garvey, |. P.

Charles O"Malley Wm. Levingston

Henry Magill B. Burke, P.P. and V.G.
John Monsley Richard Levingston, Jun.
J. Irwin, R.N. Robert Ekins

Syl. Jones Wm. Bermingham
Michael Brenan Henry Hildebrand
Martin Gallagher William Dudgeon
James Conway George Sinclair

John Hegarty William Wilks

W. Robinson James Gibbons

John Regan Michacl Toole

W. McMyler John Gibbons

John Wynn Samuel Larminie
Francis Burke Charles Larminie

P. Fizmaurice, R.C.C. T. Jones, Curate of Westport
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port, have my warmest thanks, for the kind and cordial manner in which they receive me
among them.

The greatest happiness of our Gracious King, is 1o promote that of his people, and
o none is his Majesty, more attached than to his Irish subjects.

Personally, I mn bound to Ircland by a strong and grateful sense of the confidence
and affection which [ expenence from her, and itis, therefore, only by labouring for her
good that I can fulfil the wishes of my Sovereign, and conform to the dictates of my heart.

I am from day 1o day more persuaded of the wisdom and justice of the great act of
Emancipation, and support the measure of Reform, as 1 did it, from a deep conviction
that it is essential 1o the concord of the Empire, and the strength of the State.

1 deplore most pnr:,irularl}-, the distress which prumih in pﬂnicula.r districts, and
in conjunction with those whom 1 address, no efforts of mine shall be wanting to effect

every possible relief for the poor, and to improve the general condition of the Country.

Notes

1. Dictionary of Nauonal Biography, vol. xv (1909).
2. Ibid. Daniel O'Connell wrote ‘The people are heartsore for the loss of the brave and
gay and good Anglesey’ (The Comespondence of Daniel O'Connell, ed. Maurice R
O Connell, 8vols. (Dublin 1972-9), 1544 asquoted by Charles Chenevix Trench, The
Cireat Dan (1986), p. 160). He fell out with Anglesey on his return as Lord-lieutenant
because of the latter's opposition to repeal.
3. Dicionery of National Biography, vol. xv (1909).
4. Old Irish Life (1912), p. 278. Callwell has the following account of the losing of the
leg on p.277 of the same book:
/A he [Anglesey] rode over the field by the Iron Duke's side near the close of
the day, a spent cannon-ball carried away his leg at the thigh.
By G- sir, I've lost wry leg!™ he exclaimed.

“*By G-! have you, sir?"* responded the Duke, who was probably too much preoccupied
at that critical moment 1o take in the full extent of the calamity that had befallen his

comrade-in-arms.
5. Mayo Constitution, Thursday, 14 April 1831.
6. Ihid.
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The Anglo-Irish
Agreement

By Patrick Shanley

The following personal experience may be of interest.

In September 1986 a series of lectures under the heading *Ulster American
relations 1600-1800° was held in l:".mlnl}' Clare and Trinity College Dublin,
organized by the St. Brendan’s Association Clare under the auspices of the
American Embassy and the Department of External Affairs, which the writer
attended at Trinity College Dukiin. There was an opening banquet on the
Saturday evening preceding the first lecture, and this gave an opportunity o
acquaint oneself with the persons attending and the various officials who were
in charge of arrangements. There was no serious discussion at this gathering,
and the first meeting was to take place on either the following Sunday or
Monday, when we would be addressed in the first of a series of lectures on
different aspects of the relationship between Ulster and America over the penod
concerned.

I proceeded to Trinity College the morning of the lecture in good time,
and first went to the Porter's Lodge to find out in which room the lecture was
taking place. There was a man standing square in the entrance to the Porter’s
Room, and by his looks and style of dress an American. I could not pass in or out
while he stood there and I said to him ‘1 thought you Americans knew how to
make up your minds. Are you going in or out:’ ,_

He said with a twinkle in his eye ‘1 am half Irish, does that explain it
‘Are you going in.or out?’

‘He said ‘I am going in” and I asked him to please do so. Whatever he was
enquiring about was not on that day, and on an impulse [ said to him ‘1am going
toalecture on Ulster American Relations; would you like to come with me seeing
that your own lecture is not taking place?’

He said ‘Can you do that sort of thing?’
I said *Yes, you will find thatall doors will open before youon the good Irish
principle of kicking down any door you meet.’

He followed me without a word and we went right into the lecture hall to
which we had been directed. There was nobody there except one of the officers
who had been pointed out to me the previous evening. I told him how I had
come to meet this American in the Hall and the circumstances, and asked was
it in order for me to bring him along, He said it was and began to ask my new

. il

friend about his experiences. The American was very interesting. He had gone
into Japan with McArthur after going through practically the whole naval
campaign, and he knew all about the system in Japan foll m'i|.|g the surrender of
that country and had worked under McArthur in getting the system going. As is
well known Japan was rapidly appropriated into the Western system of defence
and this man had several interesting details to relate as to the svstem so
developed. :

The official then turned to me and said *‘Now. Mr. Shanley, have you any
adventures to relates’ '

I replied "The nearest 1 came 1o Japan was when [ did the trans-Siberian
journey, and then took a Russian ship through the sea of Japan and then into
the Chinaseas on the way to Hong Kong. You don’tgointo Viadivastok nowadays
but into a town north of it called Naxodka.'

At which point the American interrupted me and said, ‘That's the
difference between our country and theirs; you can go anywhere with us.'

This was manifestly so untrue that 1 felt I should hardly be called upon o
answer, | contented mysel! with saying ‘T am sure you have many places in your
country which one cannot go into.”

He said ‘'name one’.

I considered this remark so idiotic that [ merely observed, half jokingly,
‘Fort Knox'.

He said *You know that is a joke.”
‘May be, but I didn’t come here to argue the cold war with you. You can

have your views on that but leave me mine.’

The official became manifestly uneasy at the turn the conversation was
taking. He was playing the part of a public relations officer and he wanted o
keep the temperature low.

He said *Mr. Shanley, you appear to know quite a bit about these matters,
would you move the vote of thanks here to-day?’

"‘Certainly.”’
‘Would you please move up to the front?’

The lecture hall was now beginning to fill up. I turned to the American and
said, ‘If I had not met you, I would not now be going to move the vote of thanks,
0 come up to the front with me. This is part of our common destiny.’

Fie said, ‘I believe that too.”

The two of us moved up to the front of the lecture hall. The lecturer came
onand the lecture began, He wasan expertin this field. Over the period we were
discussing, about two hundred thousand people had emigrated 1o America
from Ulster. These Scots-Irish, generally Presbyterians, were seeking religious

67




freedom, as Ulster at that ime was governed by the landlord class in combina-
tion with the established Protestant Church. When the War of Independence
broke out, they ook part in it, and in their opposition to England they were
among the most determined of Washington's supporters.

One of them in particular, John Hancock, was Secretary of the Continental
Congress and he is credited with preparing the first draft of the American
Constitution, though its final form was probably given by Jefferson. To-day the
Hancock Centre in Boston, one of the most commanding buildings in the town,
is dedicated to his memory.

The writer was then called on to move the vote of thanks. I began by
thanking the lecturer for his informative lecture and observed that the Scots-
Irish were regarded as the back-bone of Washington’s Army. We must never
forget that that war was fought under the slogan ‘No Taxation without Repre-
sentation.” The Americans refused to pay taxes imposed by the British Parlia-
ment in connection with the recent British War against France, on the grounds
that they had no representation in the British Parliament. And let us remember
that in the Anglo-Irish Agreement we have followed the British example in this.
The Unionists were not represented; this was a diktat imposed on them.
Remember also, that in the period about which we are speaking, Presbyterians
were the leaders of the 1798 Rising in this country and for the same reasons.
Henry Joy McCracken was hanged for his Presbyterian beliefs as much as for his
Irish nationality, but, above all he died for freedom.

These words were received with some thing less than indifference by the
audience, but when the speaker came down to the floor he came to me and
shook my hand. As for the American we said good-bye at the gates of Trinity
College and I never saw him again,

Patrick Shanley, B.A., now living in Westpart, was a consultant in the Trimbole Extradition Case.
He was the first secretary and a founder member of the Central Branch of Fine Gael, and a former
member of the National Executive of Fine Gael,
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The Catkin Flower

The Catkin flower blew into my hand,
The Cuckoo began to shout above the clatter of the train
And, once again, as one o whom life is hired out, [ tried 1o understand.

But come again against impossibility
A dusty speck in a starry cloud?
Indeed; an old story, but better than a fancied greatness.

There is nothing small in sceing things so
The greatness of life we sadly learn by living,

I can blow away this [lower asif 1t were r1{].|;l1||:||_1;I
But life itself = that is not nothing
It is — it is there, it is something.

The Catkin flower is higher than any prophecy.

He who breaks it quietly becomes something other,

If it is not given us to change all a1 once to what we want
When we rh;mgt' ourselves the world :'I];;IIHI_‘.‘-,

And we go oult to something different

Far, Far away Lo other lands as yet unknown.
Unnoticed is that strange rocking

As we cast off for other waters on other ships.

And when heaves up that strange new moonngs

In other dawns than the ones we knew

Sweel comrade. Do not {|.::.i|]'.lirf

Believe in that unknown, that frightening, shore

The friends that do not understand, even betray, lorgive.

Understand, forgive even, the beloved who has fallen out of loving
Like the Catkin flower let her fall from your hand.
And that new shore, il it stales, leave.

Your calling is the unbounded Farthest world
Break with the thread that has become a chain,
Again set out and even if it's sorrow,

The unexplainable has its sense,

The values change but this is nothing,
Lile itsell is the prize, it neither falls nor rises
A value unchangeable ior that which is beyond all value.

And why all this? because that mad Cuckoo cry

Has foretold me long life and fortunc!

But why again: Because that Catkin fower lies in my hand
And, trembling, lives.

From the Russian of Evgeny Evtushenko by Patrick Shanley.
i
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The following papers were delivered on 7, & and 9 Apnl 1989 in the

Westport Ryan Hotel.
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The Rocks of the
Mayo Islands

By Adrian Phillips

1. Introduction

History and archacology are concerned with reconstructing and explain-
ing things that have happened to human beingsin the past. Human remains and
artifacts such as manuscripts, buildings, tools and utensils are the raw materials
upon which historians and archaeologists work. Geology is a natural extension
of these subjects back into pre-human times. Geologists seek to reconstruct and
explain the evolution of this planet and of past forms of life. Rocks are the
histarical records for geologists; and they use the sciences of Physics, Chemistry
and Biology, to interpret the historywhich is hidden in them. Geologists are -.|I+.-;; )
concerned with the practical uses of rocks to support human life. This involves
locating valuable resources such as minerals, oil, gas, coal, water or building
materials; or helping to understand how best 1o use soils. Geologists are also
involved in helping to predict earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.

The islands off the west coast of county Mayo are of exceptional geological
interest, They are formed of an extraordinary wide range of different types of
rocks, which record history going back at least as far as 1,700 million years.
Though similar rocks exist on the mainland, it is much easier to see and study
them on the islands, where the waves of the Atlantic Ocean have laid them bare
of soil along rocky coasts and cliffs. The great number of different types of rock
has resulted in each island having a unique type of range of landscapes, and this
of course has had a profound effect upon the siting of human habitations. The
wide range of rock types is also expressed through the diversity of buildings and
monuments made from them. Recent interest in the potential of exploiting
minerals and rocks in some of the islands raises complex planning issues. To
what extent should these activities be used to create employment on the islands
and stem depopulation, and to what extent are these potential developments
incompatible with the fragile ecological, social and aesthetic elements of these

both beautiful and harsh places?
9. The Rocks of the Islands

Figure 1 shows the types and ages of rocks which make up the islands and
the adjacent mainland. The oldest rocks, which are at least 1,700 million years
old, form the northernmost island of Inishglora. In Progressing southwards as
far as Inishturk, the rocks of the islands record the progress of a great cycle of
Earth history involving the breaking up ofana neient continent, the opening of
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an ocean, followed by its closure and the collision between its bounding land
masses. It is natural then to start with the northern islands,

3. Islands West of the Mullet Peninsula

The solid rocks of Eagle Island, Inishglora and the Inishkea islands consist
of alternating thin (c.lcm) bands of dark and pale coloured crystals forming a
rock called gneiss ((pronounced nice). The absence of sharp hills on these
islands is a result of the relatively uniform hardness of the gneisses. Detailed
chemical analysis of such rocks has shown that their crystals grew about 1,700
million years ago within older rocks which had become buried to a depth of at
least 15km and heated up to temperatures of 600°C or more. Similar rocks can
be found in the Alps of Switzerland and Austria where the collision between the
European and African continents, about 40 million years ago, buried older
rocks to such depth that they recrystallised into gneiss. The gneisses of the north
Mayo islands may well have been created by such a collision between continents
1,700 million years ago. Recent seismic experiments have shown that the whole
of Ireland is underlain by gneisses below a depth of from 3-5km down to 30km.
Gneisses are in fact the material which underlies all continents. In contrast deep
oceans are underlain by quite different and heavier rocks such as basalt.

4. Duvilaun and Achill Islands

The rocks of these islands are made of small (mm sized) intergrown
crystals, of which the commonest are the hard white mineral quartz (Si0,) and
the soft shiney crystal platelets of mica (asilicate mineral). Though the minerals
are similar to those found in gneiss, they are more evenly distributed rather than
arranged in the regular cm scale bands which are diagnostic of gneiss. The two
major rock types of these islands are quartzite, formed dominantly of quartz
crystals. and mica schist, formed of a mixture of the white mica (muscovite) and

the dark mica (biotite). In places the mica schists contain little red crystals of

garnet. The mountains of Achill island are formed of hard quartzite, while the
lower areas are underlain by the less resistant mica schists. [tis possible to prove
that these rocks were first formed in thick horizontal layers of sand (now
quartzite) or mud (now mica schist) which settled on the bottom of a relatively
shallow sea. Many of the rocks show structures such as small sand dunes, or
channels filled with pebbles, to demonstrate this. Very similar rocks form the
‘mountains of Connemara, north Mayo and Donegal, and theyare referred toas
the Dalradian Supergroup. They are found also in Newfoundland and east
Greenland.

Chemical Analysis of minute amounts of certain radioactive elements in
these rocks has shown that they formed as sediment on the sea floor between
about 800 and 600 million years ago. These sediments formed the bed of an

ocean which split open the older continent formed of gneisses such as those of

north Mayo. The original layering of sands and muds on the sea floor was
horizontal. Now the layers of quartzite and schistare often vertical and they show
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complicated folds varying from a metre across to a scale of tens of kilometres,
The very thinly banded quartzite which is being quarried at Kildownet in
southern Achill, was formed by intense flowage at the base of a great mass of
rocks, several kilometres thick, which was driven many kilometres northwards.
These contortions and zones of movement were formed by compression about
500 million years ago, when rock underlying a more southerly part of this
ancient ocean was driven downwards to the north beneath this n-gi.un of Ireland.
Some of the downgoing rock melted and rose upwards carrying heat into the
overlying compressed Dalradian rocks, converting them into quartzites and
schistsat temperatures of up to 450°Cata depth of about 12km. Towards the end
of these earth movements, hot water precipitated crystals of quarz containing
impurities of manganese oxides (Amethyst) in fractured quartzite near Keemin
Achill.

5. Clare Island

The extraordinary diversity of landscapes in Clare [sland results from the
many different types of rock which form it.

The sharp ridges of northern Clare Island are underlain by alternating
layers of hard quartz rich rocks which were originally horizontal layers of muddy
sand and gravel laid down on the bed of an ocean. The hollows between these
ridges have been eroded along bands of soft shaley rock formed from layers of
carbon rich mud on that sea floor. The remains of a large siliceous sponge and
of microscopic planktonic organisms in these shaley rocks indicate that they
were deposited as sediment on the seft floor about 500 million years ago. As in
Achill Island, these rocks were intensely folded by earth movements at this time.

The most spectacular feature of the Clare Island landscape is the 13004t
high hill of Knockmore. This is formed of southward inclined alternating layers
of hard sandstones and softer green and red shales. The same rocks extend
eastwards forming the lower hill of Knocknaveen and the headland by the
harbour on which Granuaile’s castle is built. The fossil remains of fish scales
show that about 420 million years ago (Silurian Period), the rocks were first
formed as mud and sand deposits on the bottom of ashallowsea. The oldest layer
of these Silurian deposits formed from an ancient boulder covered beach
resting on a landscape of more ancient schists. This contact is seen close o the
church at Kill iri the south of the island. The boulder deposit is overlain to the
south by a quartz sandstone formed from a sandy beach. The southern coast of
the island shows alternasing vertical layers of sandstone and reddish shale, the
deposits of a shallow tidal coastline. Silurian rocks in Ireland as a whole record
the existence of a major ocean bounded in SE Ireland by the European
continent and in Mayo by a continent which included north America. The
Silurian rocks of Clare Island provide a unique record of the history of this
ancient shoreline of north America. The tilting up of the once horizontal
layering of the Clare Island Silurian rocks was caused by the collision between
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the N. American and European continents about 400 million years ago. These
earth movements also caused blocks of the continents to move sideways along
great fault planes. A similar process goes on today in Galifornia.

The steep northern slopes of the hills of Knockmore and the Silurian rocks
of southern Clare Island were moved about 160 kilometres eastwards relative to
the northern part of the island. This fracturing allowed partly molten rock to rise
froma depth of several hundred kilometres to fill opening cracks in the Silurian
rocks. These ‘igneous rocks” have unusual compositions and some of them are
similar to kimberlite, a rock which sometimes contains diamonds. Though there
is no likelihood of diamonds being found on Clare Island, one of the other
igneous rocks formed at this time is of practical value. It consists of a large mass
of tale rich serpentinite near the SE coast of the island. This soft rock was used
for sculpture in the Cistercian Abbey on the Island.

The much flatter landscape of eastern Clare Island is the result of erosion
of flat lying layers of red and white quartz rich sandstone and red, green or grey
mudstones. The mudstones contain numerous fossil remains of plants and trees
of a sort which are well known in eastern Canada but unusual in European rocks
of this age (c.330 million years old). At the time that these ‘Lower Carbonifer-
ous’ aged rocks were formed, there was no Atlantic Ocean between Ireland and
Canada. The rocks represent deposits of rivers which buried the older folded
rocks of northern Clare Island in a large valley along the presentsite of Clew Bay.
The sandstones provide ideal building materials for walls of houses and fields.

6. Caher Island and Inishturk

The smoother but craggy landscapes of Caher Island and Inishturk have
been produced by the erosion of vertical layers of green coloured sandstones
and slatey rocks. These were originally horizontal layers df sand and volcanic ash
mixed with mud, which were deposited from time to time on the muddy bottom
of an ocean. These rocks are older than the Silurian ones on Clare Island. They
are part of the major unit of 500-450 million years old ‘Ordovician Period’ rocks
which form the Sheaffry Mountains and Mweelrea Mouniain in south Mayo. The
layering of the rocks was pushed into a vertical attitude by earth movements
largely related to the continental collision 400 million years ago. At this time
molten ‘igneous’ rock was injected into these rocks and the accompanying hot
Auids introduced some gold.

7. Inishbofin

The low gnarled landscape of Inishbofin has been created by the erosion
of Dalradian aged mica schists similar to those seen in southern Achillisland. To
the east, these rocks are also found in northern Connemara. The higher ridges
are formed from quartz rich bands which often show a very complicated pattern
of folding produced by earth movements some 500 million years ago. Along the
southwest coast of the island there is a large mass of soapstone. Thisisa very solt

rock, largely made of the mineral tale, which crystallised from a magnesium rich
Ty

TS

molten rock which was injected into a major fracture system. The s apstone is
an attractive material for making small pieces of s ”ll}“" %

The Dalradian rocks of Inishbofin and Connemara maved, about 450
million years ago, to their present position south of Inishturk from an area many
hundreds of kilometres to the west. This movement caused some carly compres-
sion of the Ordovician rocks of Inishturk and Caher Island.

8. Conclusions

Most of central Ireland is underlain by relatively flat lying limestones
{Lower Carboniferous) which are younger than any of the rocks of the Mavo
islands. The uplifting of the mountains of Mayo and their erosion, which allows
us to see older rocksin them and in the islands, isa very recent event dating from
about 20 million years ago. The uplift ook place during the movement of
Europe away from N. America and the opening of the Atlantic Ocean. Within
the next 100 million years the heavy newly formed basaltic rocks beneath the
Atlantic Ocean are likely to sink beneath the lighter continental crust of Ireland.
This will convert the west of Ireland into a landscape comparable 1o that of the
Andes mountainsin 5. America, with active volcanoes and rising high mountains
shaken by severe earthquakes. The rocks of the islands show that this will merely
repeat what happened in Mayo 500 million years ago. There may well have been
atleast five or six comparable cycles since the planet formed about 4,500 million
years ago.

9. Suggestions for further reading

The Hamlyn Guide to Minerals, Rocks and Fossils, {(5th edition 1989) by W. R.
Hamilton, A. R. Wooley and A. C. Bishop.

Adrian Phillips, a native of Dublin, is an Associate Professor in the Depanment of Geology in Triniry
College Dublin, He was awsrded a Ph.D. in tha college on the results of his rescarch into the
gealogy of Clare Island. The leader of a research group of postgraduate students working in Achill
and ihe M".l“l'ﬁ]k“i“ﬂl-h. hie has worked EH“‘H!L"ITI}' begicles in Canada and Greenland.
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The Natural History of
our Western Islands

By Tony Whilde

Ofishore slands are places of myvsie Beanty, exXcilenm olitiidde el
freedom and, as Lloyd Pracger observed in his introduction to the Clars I
SUrvey, ml.mflm.uul||||'|r.||||||-.||.1J|:||J|.:||| nhabitants have a speao e
the naturalist’ {( Pracger, 1915). Ifanvthing, | think he was understating thi .
hecause In my expenience olishore isltands have a near fatal antraction o
naturalhists, 1 Ijir'ﬂ'llf||"-'-‘-J|1J-|I|'|4|||[J|lr'|||-'|-"|!-l mare olven faced wail Tl

wpesy “J-ﬁ.in:,_lh_ treacherous transfers in smcl] boats, difficulties o gt

syl o l'ril.:lil]jllu'rﬂ onto and off the islands, the discomforts of « AImpnng

11)
rough, wet and windswept ground, the remoteness of emergency senvices in the
event of accidents and the problems of working at mght or in the wini bt
daon't for one minute think that thas htany ol misery 15 meant o elioit vou

“lrl|:.|1|n'. Far [rom it. We do it all for “fun’! And there's plenty of scope for fun
off the west coast of Mavo, where there are fifty ishands and many more accessible

rocks 1o visit.

The Ili.-;t-:u'}'

The dangers of visiing offshore slands _:l.l|r into significance whet
compired with the dangers for an ecologist wandenng into the terntory of
archaeologsts and historians The sub-title of the conlerence = “thewr past
present and future” = immediately put my head into s spin, for s veral reaso
Firstly, unlike human history which, at thisstage, is fairly well defined i tme and
space, the natural history of plants and animals which mhabai our istands many
Literally. streteh back hunedreds of millions of vears and 1o mme s when the iskand
of Ireland, as we know it, was just a twinkle in the eve ol Mother ature. o, when
do we begin our story:

Secondlv, naturalists have ihe grreatest diffie altv in !-|||'I:||"'-'\. Ol anvilung
about the history of wildlife at any given location, Direct evidence i the form
of remauns is scant tor most plants and animals, and even from histonc tmes
there are few rehable, ler alone n11;'|r1|-I|:'|1-1'=l , documentanry accounts ol oul
flora and Fauna, Giraldus Cambrensis, who toured Ireland in the Le 12th
Century, provided us with an carly account of some of our wildhite, but many ol
his observations mast be taken with a large grain of salt! And, since we cannol
|'||ji||t”1|11‘f'lH-.hJH'Htlllll'l"1.”'~"-1"|' atchers ol u'._|!|l|'|L- sealed, asius, in then
genes — e detailed history of individual species ol plants and animals 18 largel
aclosed book to us, Certainly, the fossil record has provided us with a broad view

of evolution and 'IL"tI:"IIP]IIIIrIH of our flora and Baoana, but gene rally it does not
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have any immediate relevance to the current natural history of our islands.

Therefore, I've selected just two periods in the history of our natural
landscape to mention briefly, before we take a look at what is out there on our
offshore islands these days. Firstly, I have chosen the post-glacial period from
10,000 to 7,000 B.P. to illustrate some of the biological history of our islands,
Then, to add a human touch to the story, I will discuss the Clare Island Survey
which reports on a brief but significant period in natural history research in
Ireland in the early years of this century.

Today's landscape is young in geological terms, and has been moulded by
natural processes and by man during the 10,000 years or so since the last glacial
period gave way to milder conditions. Fortunately, we can find evidence of
earlier post-glacial landscapes in the bogs and lakes of Ireland, and this s just as
true for offshore islands as for the mainland though, to date, our islands have
received little attention. However, we are lucky that the vegetation history of
Clare Island has been the subject of a study by Dr. Peter Coxon {Coxon, 1987)
of Trinity College, who has determined what at least part of the Clare Island
landscape would have looked like during the 7,000 years after the retreat of the
last glaciers — that is to say between about 10,000 B.P. and 3,000 B.P.

Peter Coxon and his colleagues used pollen analysis to reconstruct the
general vegetation history of Clare Island. This widely used technique, which
involves the microscopic examination of pollen grains long preserved in acid
peat or lake sediments, is simple in principle, tedious in practice and produces
results which require expert interpretation.

The results of the pollen analysis for Clare Island are similar in many ways
to those recorded elsewhere on the mainland. They show that the earliest plant
colonisers were grasses, sedges, crowberry (Empetrum) and dock ( Rumex) which
dominated the landscape from 10,200 to 10,000 B.P. These were followed by

Jjuniper ( Juniperus) and willow (Salix) which peaked between 10,000 and 9,000

B.P. Then as the climate improved, hazel (Corylus) appeared and expanded its
range between 9,000 and 8,500 B.P. — creating a landscape perhaps somewhat
similar to parts of the Burren today. Alder (Alnus) appeared between 7,500 and
6,500 B.P. along with elm (Ulmus). The alder continued in vegetation record,
presumably living in the damp areas of the island, but elm declined around
5,000 years ago in the face of an enormous expansion of pine (Pinus) which
dominated the landscape from 4,500 to 4,000 B.P, and remained a prominent
but declining component of the vegetation for another thousand years — a
period during which man’simpact on theisland was becoming evident! With the
demise of the pine wood came the return of grasses, sedges, bog myrtle (Myrica),
heaths, and the first sign of plants such as plantains (Plantago) which tend to
indicate human activity. The remains of pine stumps exposed by turf cutting are
poignant testimony to the last extensive arcas of woodland to have existed on the
island — about 4,000 years ago.

. B0

The extraordinarily painstaking work carried out by Dr. Coxon and his col-
leagues, has pt'm'ilh'tl us with a general image of the landse ape as it existed over
a pt:riml of about 7,000 years since the last Ice Age. What it has not done, nor
could it do, of course, is tell us what animals lived in and around the woods and
moorlands of that nme. Were the bird communities of the ancient hazel scruhb
the same as those we find in the Burren today? Which insects lived on the willow
wrees of 10,000 years ago? Which animals colonised Clare Island before it
became an island 8-49,000 years ago and which were later introduced by man?
Were there field mice [flr:‘.rmhfrrru.'.] on Clare Island 7,000 vears ago? We don’t
know answers Lo most of these quuslinm and nor, [ suppose, will we ever know.
We can only speculate on the greater part of the history of our island fauna.

However, one thing we do know now is that man, more or less from the day
he set foot on our main island, has greatly and rapidly modified the natural
environment. We tend to think of modern man as the principal destrover of our
natural landscape, but this is not the case. Our contemporaries may be doing it
faster, but they didn’tstart the process. In fact, the open, threadbare landscape
that is Ireland today would have been recognisable 2,000 vears ago. We have
inherited a |EII1E15'E}1F:E' of neglect and ruin. Nota square centimetre has escaped
the hand or implement of man — and that includes every square cenumetre ol
most of our island.

Bearing thatin mind let us move on to the twentieth century and the Clare
Island Survey. Historically and ecologically this was a very important survey,
being one of the first comprehensive, integrated studies of its kind in the world.
It serves as an historical biological baseline unsurpassed in these islands. The
survey recorded 3,219 plant species, of which 585 were new to Ireland, 55 were
previously unrecorded in Ireland and Britain and 11 {(mostly algae and fungi)
were new to science: Of the 5,269 animal species recorded, 1,253 were new (o
Ireland, 343 were previously unrecorded in Ireland and Britain and 109 were
new Lo science.

The Clare Island Survey was first mooted in early 1908, and the first
meeting of interested naturalists took place in the National Museum in Dublin
on 13 April 1908. The chairman was R.F. Scharlf, the secretary Robert Lloyd
Praeger and the committee comprised R. M. Barrington, Nathaniel Colgan,
Professor G. A. |. Cole and the Reverend Canon Lett.

The selection of Clare Island followed on a successful small scale survey of
Lambayv off the Dublin coast and was influenced byits suitable size, position and
unusua.l elevation as cumpared with most of the western islands. Furthermore,
it lay sufficiently far off the coast to raise interesting problems as 1o the
immigration of its fauna and flora, but not so far as 1o iﬂll’ﬁ_dl.lf_t ':lﬂf":" and
expense to the working parties owing 1o precarious communication w_lth the
mainland; also it was possible on Clare lsland 1o procure accommodation for
working parties without outlay or building. With the kind permission of the
Congested Districts Board, a large shed close 10 the harbour and a linde hotel
was fitted up as a laboratory (Praeger, 1915).
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Things moved quickly and ficldwork commenced in spring 1909, and
parties of 6 1o 16 were set down at monthly intervals between April and
September. In addition a large number of workers visited the island separately,
and there was no month in the vear during which observations of some kind were
not carrted out. Work was extended 1o nearby islands and the mainland, 1o
ensure that a representative range of rock types and habitats was sampled, and
the area covered extended from Killary Harbour in the south to Achill, and from
Clare Island to Castlebar in the east. The mainland sites were centred on Achill
Sound, \\’cﬁlpnrt. Belclare and Louisburgh. The islands of Turk, Caher and
Bofin were surveyed for archacology, molluscs and Mowering plants, and some
of the outlying rocks such as Mweelaun and the Bills were also visited. Shore
collecting was carried out around Clare Island, Clew Bay and at Achill Sound,
and dredging was undertaken in nearshore waters from open boats and later
with the aid of the fisheries steamer Helga.

More than one hundred people were involved in the survey, including
volunteers from England, Scotland, Germany, Denmark and Switzerland. The
organisation of the survey and the publication of the results within four years,
are testimony to the enormous energy, commitment and determination of
Praeger and, | believe, if he'd done nothing else in his career he would sull have
earned the enduring admiration and gratitude of biologists throughout Ireland.
(OF course, Praeger's career flourished for four more decades and is admirably
documented by Tim Collins = 1985). The Clare Island Survey reports were
published in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy between 1911 and 1915.
Sixty seven out of the sixty eight planned reports were published —a remarkable
achievement when it is considered that over forty different groups of animals
were studied, as well as flowering plants, mosses, lichens, liverworts, scaweeds,
geology, climate, agriculiure, archaeology, placenames and the names of plants
and animals. One of the longest reports = 188 pages — was written about some
of the smallest animals, the singlecelled Foraminifera which live in tiny shells
and inhabit the inshore waters. The ‘sand’ in Dog’s Bay at Roundstone,
Connemara, is composed mainly of foraminiferan shells.

Before I leave the Clare Island Survey I'd like to record one of the nicest,
unwitting tributes to Lloyd Praeger. Some years ago I was talking to an old man
on Clare Island, and I got round to asking him whether he remembered any
biologistsvisiting the island. ‘No', he said but he did remember groups of people
they called ‘The Praegers' regularly coming to the island!

So much for two phases in the history of the Mayo islands. Hm-.'. let us :11:.12{1:
a rapid tour of the islands to see just a sample of the plants and animals which
inhabit them today. My selection of examples is a narrow and pl:l'.:’-ﬂll:ﬂ one.
Inevitably itis dominated by birds, because these are the mos conspicuous and
well studied organisms inhabiting the islands. But clearly, there's |rf11uh sCope
for further study, and many groups of plants and animals on many islands are
awaiting attention,
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We'll start in the north at Dooabristy and work our way southwards. This
prominent, stratified sea stack just a few metres off U““’“r;:uric-k Head. is aff
ideal place to see some ol our common seabirds. Guillemots ( Ulnia aalge) and
kittiwakes (Rissa tridactyla) breed on the cast face, while fulmars (Fulmarus

cialis) are most clearly seen on the west face. Fulmars are relative newcomers
to Ireland, breeding first on the north Mayo cliffs in 1911 and later, in 1915, on
the cliffs of Clare Island.

[llanmaster is a conical, green island just offshore from Glinsk, the highes:
point along the north Mayo cliffs. It's about 5ha in extent, 108m high and an
Irish Wildbird Conservancy reserve unportant for its large populations of
breeding puffins (Fratercula arctica) and storm petrels ( Hydrobates pelagicus). The
island is difficult to get to and was last surveyed in 1976 by |. M. Rochford and
P. A. Cummins (1976). The remote and inaccessible Stags of Broadhaven, about
3km north-cast of Benwee Head, are also important seabird rocks, perhaps best
known as haunts of Leach’s petrels (Oceanodroma leucorhoa) — a very scarce
breeding species in Ireland. :

In complete contrast, the small, lew-lying island of Inishderry at the
sheltered head of Broadhaven Bay has been host in the recent past to breeding
sandwich terns ( Sterna sandvicensis), arcuc terns ( Sterma paradisaea), little terns
(Sterna albifrons) and black-headed gulls ( Larus nidibundus). Inishglora is also a
tern-nesting island but, being exposed to the full force of the Atlantic, this low,
flat island is less hospitable and less accessible to birds and men alike. However,
it has been the subject of several ornithological expeditions which have siudied
Comemon Tern. (Photo by David Cabu). and ringed the storm petrels which breed under the rocks and in the island
ruins.

The incessant piping of oystercatchers (Haematopus ostralegus) is my
abiding memory of the Inishkeas. Landing from an inflatable dinghy on a
perfect day in June 1984, the oystercatchers greeted my two colleagues and
myself and didn’t stop piping until we'd completed our survey of the nesting
terns. Clearly, the oystercatchers gained some sort of victory because there was
near mutiny on the boat when we approached the nextisland with oystercatchers.
There was to be no more oystercatcher piping for my colleagues that day!

The Inishkeas, however, are better known for their wintering barnacle
geese (Branta leucopsis) studied for over thirty years by Dr. David Cabot and his
colleagues, The geese arrive from their Greenland breeding groundsin October
and return in April, and as many as 2,600 —well over 50% of the Irish total - have
been recorded on the islands (Cabot and West, 1983). Smaller numbers of
barnacle geese use the other Mayo islands, too, where they graze on the short-
cropped, maritime turf.

Autumn is the time when the grey seals ( Halichoerus grypus) haul outonto
~ the Inishkea islands to pup. This is a vulnerable time for them as recent history
Gannet. (Photo by David Cabot). lias shown, with the slaughter of pups by enraged salmon drift-net fishermen.
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However, 1015 Lo be h*-?'[“'fl that a more rational dpproa h to salmon ﬁﬁhi:rl_l_: and
to so-called “wildlife problems’ will be adopted in the future, and that harmom
will be restored to these beautiful islands.

Slaughter 1s not new to the Inishkeas, for in the early part of the century
there was a whaling station on Rusheen Island, off the north-east shore of South
Inishkea. Between 1908 and 1914 seven hundred great whales were slain in
commercial operations to supply stations on Rusheen and at Blacksod. The
history of this industry is documented in detail by Dr. James Fairley (1981),

At the other end of the scale Dr. Fairley and his colleagues (Fairley et al,
1978) studied the field mice ( Apodemus syfvaticus) on the Inishkeas to see if they,
like some island mice off the British coast, were bigger than their mainland
cousins. They weren't! {But mice on the Blasket Islands in Kerry were found 1o
be higgu:-ﬂuu] the mainland mice.) However, a later study by Pat Kelly (reported
in Fairley, 1984) showed that the mice on Inishkea North were smaller than
those on the mainland. The mice on Inishkea South and Clare Island were
slightly bigger than those on the mainland, while those measured on Inishturk
were substantially bigger!

Duvillaun More, off the south-west tip of the Mullet, is another island of
ornithological interest with breeding storm petrels, fulmars, shags (Phalacroco-
rax aristotelis), cormorants ( Phalacrocorax phalacrocorax) , terns, choughs ( Pyrrhoco-
rax pyrrhocorax) and wintering barnacle geese (Cabot, 1967a). In 1983 David
Cabot and Michael Viney caughta Leach’s petrel there but could not determine
whether it was breeding on the island.

Moving southwards, past Achill, we skirt Bills Rocks - islands with flattish
tops carpeted with sea-pink (Armeria maritima) and with sea beet ( Befa vulgans),
and spear-leaved orache (Afriplex hastata) in the depressions between the
Armeria clumps. Puffins, razorbills { Alca torda), fulmars, shags and great black-
backed gulls ( Larus marinus) nest on the rocks and barnacle geese feed on them
during the winter (Cabot, 1967b).

(1o prawy K apoyef) ey

Clare Island, even in modern times, is one of the best studied Mayo islands
and a number of reports on its geology, plants (Doyle and Foss, 1986) and birds
(Lloyd, 1982) have been published. More recent visits by naturalists have led to
new discoveries and it is to be hoped that these will be published, wo. On the
positive side it is encouraging to note that gannets (Sula bassana) are now
breeding in small numbers on Clare Island. On the negative side it 1s disheart-
ening to read (Doyle and Foss, 1986) of the alarming deterioration in the flora
brought about by overgrazing.

The natural history of Clare Island deserves an article to itself, so I'll move
on. To the south we pu.sis Mweelaun = memorable in the summer mainly for its
smell - generated by a colony of cormorants!

Wot a lot has been recorded recently about the natural history of Caher
Island. There were two pairs of arctic terns nesting on itin 1984 and one species

B7

Hiy



= T E—

of woodlouse has been recorded there! The same appears to be true for
Inishturk. However, over three hundred species of plants have been recorded
on the island along with thirty seven species of birds, three mammals and one
dragonfly.

This survey of the wildlife of the Mayo islands has been brief and sketchy,
mainly because there is little published information about it. Table 1, contain-
ing information drawn from a variety of sources and personal observations, il-
lustrates this point most effectively. Of course, Clare Island is the exception, but
here, too, recentinformation on most groups of animals is lacking, and even the
Aowering plants have been subjected to only brief surveys in recent times. The
return of the ‘Praegers’ to repeat the Clare Island Survey will, therefore, be most
welcome if current proposals come to fruition.

The future

The Mayo islands have had a rich and varied history, have been buffeted
by nature and modified by man. Their future, no doubt, will be just as rich and
varied and just as firmly in the grip of man as has been their past for 5,000 years
and more. This grip could be benign, understanding and caring, or it could be
otherwise.

The natural history of the islands will continue to change with natural en-
vironmental changes, species will flourish and species will disappear. Such
changes will be outside the control of man. However, man’s influence on island
wildlife has been and will continue to be the greatest influence in post-glacial
times. The floral changes wrought by the intensification of agriculture on Clare
Island since the beginning of the century are a sharp reminder of this influence.
Undoubtedly, a repeat Clare Island Survey will highlight many more man-
induced changes. Of course, change in itselfis not bad. Nature is dynamic and,
in fact, changing continuously. Problems arise when the speed and direction of
change leads to an impoverishment of nature, something that is clearly happen-
ing on some islands. The actual and potential problems of our islands are many
and varied and 1 have listed some of them in Table 2. This table was originally
published in a paper entitled ‘Environmental Problems of Offshore Islands’
(Whilde, 1989) in The Heritage of Inishmurray - a publication which will be of
interest to anyone concerned about the future of our offshore islands. It would
be useful if members of the Westport Historical Society and their island friends
checked the list island by island to see if and where any of these problems exist.

Undoubtedly, there are also many socialand economic problemsassociated
with our offshore islands and these must be tackled. However, without first
understanding and caring for the natural fabric of our island environments,
there will be little hope of tackling these problems effectively. Forewarned is
forearmed and if we can identify potential problems well in advance of them
becoming a reality, we might be able to influence the future in a positive way -
to the benefit of our islands, their wildlife and their people.
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Table 1.
Numbers of species of plants and animals on some

Mayo offshore islands.*
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Flowering plants 16 185 393+ 320+
Terrestrial mammals 2 2 ] 7 R: 1
Breeding birds 6 52 23 10 34 37
Butterflies 7
Dragonflies 5 1
Woodlice 6 |
MNon-marne maolluscs 54 g9

*Table does not include species recorded in the Clare lsland Survey unless they were recorded
on other islands,

Table 2.
Environmental Problems of Offshore Islands
ECOLOGICAL
1.  Exposure.
2,  Distance from mainland.
3.  Overgrazing (livestock).
4.  Owergrazing/erosion (rabbits).
5.  Guanotrophy.
.  Excessive plant growth where grazing and trampling no longer occur.
7.  Introduction of alien species.
8.  Re-establishment of formerly resident species.
HUMAN ORIGIN
1. - Inappropriate land use/management.
2. Ownership/speculation.
3.  Recreation/tourism.
4. Disturbance.
5. Litter/vandalism,/thefL.
6.  Shooting/snaring/poisoning.
7.  Disturbance/removal of rare species.
B. Offshore industrial developmen L, €.8., 0il, intensive industrial fish production, fish
processing.
9.  Pollution, e.g., oil, toxic chemicals.
10.  Quarrying.
11. Energy generation - wind, waves.
12,  llegal culling of protected specics.
13.  Military activities(?).
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Cathair na Naomh
and 1ts Cross-slabs

By Michael Herity

Caher Island, called Cathair Phadraigor Cathairna Naomhin Irish, lies seven
miles out in the Atlantic off Roonah Point on the way to Inishurk. In form it is
wedge-shaped falling from a height of over 200 feet at the north-west to sea level
at the south-east; in extent it is about 600 by 300 metres. It has long been
uninhabited. Today Caher Island is used to graze several sheep and a few cantle
on a thin covering of soil and peat, which has been broken by the spade into
ridges between outcroppings of rock over a great part of its surface.

This is the peak of & submerged ridge of schists and of reddish and
greenish shales, and the many hidden reefs off the coast of the island make the
approach by sea dangerous. Two coves offer alternative landing-places al
different states of tide and wind; Portariff is a sheltered inlet in the rock on the
south-west side; Portatemple is a tiny gravel beach immediately below the
monastic enclosure.

A tiny hermitage (fig. 1) lies in a barely sheltered hollow among rock
outcrops above Portatemple in the south-east. The nucleusisa rectangular area
6.5 by 13.8m, enclosed by a dry-stone wall with the entrance in the west end. The
wall at the east end is broader, up to 2.05m, to incorporate a wall-chamber 5m
long by Im wide and 50cm high. Inside the enclosure are the remains of a
church built in late medieval siyle unusual in its small size and different
proportions, measuring 5 by 3.95m externally. Immediately east of thisisa line
of upright grave-slabs, two of them decorated, the most southerly of which has
a recumbent decorated slab overlying a grave to the east of it which is called
Leaba Phddraig (Patrick’s Bed), the tomb of the founder saint. [tappears thatthe
presence of these graves limited the space available for the building of the
medieval church. In the open space cast of here isa free-standing leachl or open-
air altar, about 2.5m square and standing up to 95cm in height, built of slab-
shaped stones, on which stood two cross-inscribed slabs.

In the north-cast, south-east and south-west corners of the enclosure are
other rectangular kachta, each with its own decorated cross-slab. A leacht with
plain slab stands in a cemetery enclosure immediately to the north. On the south
side is a tiny pond, 15 by 24m in extent, which is fed by a well that springs from
its north-west corner. Now choked with mud, it supports a growth of yellow iris.

An outer walled triangle, roughly 100m across, runs on top of the most
prominent outcrops of rock and encloses three terraces stepped down from
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Plan of the hermitage at Caher Island showing focal enclosure and positions of leachla and cross

slabs.

92

north to south. On the lowest of these terraces is 1)

o . e inner focal enclosure and
to the west of it the foundations of a late rectangul;

sixteenth or seventeenth century in date.

r building, probably

Phe enclosing wall begins and ends at
the east wall of the focal enclosure. This outer wall, now greatly ruined

restricted entry to the focal enclosure and controlled the movements of

b = pilgrims
and visitors arriving at the landing-place of Portatemple

To the north-east and south-east of this enclosure are two arravs of four
leactha each, three of which in each case have decorated crossslabs. the stations
of an turas, which thus []-E['hii'lil!:-i. a compact area close to the confines of the
hermitage. The distance ravelled on the turas round is at most 250m, This tura 5,
according to tradition, was performed on the island on one of the Sundavs
immediately following the last Sunday in July, when prlgrims climbed the Reck
of Croagh Patrick on the mainland opposite.

Though John O’Donovan failed to get to the island when he visited
Westport in July 1838, he mentioned a cursing stone, the large boulder of
conglomerate known as Leae Phadhraig now on the altar of the church, and
recorded the prayer recited by devotees at the tomb of the founder saint:

Mo leaba is cearchaill chruaidh
Mairg a Chriost a chuaidh "na seilbh!

(My hard bed and pillow, Wretched for him, O Christ, who took possession

of ir.) (OSL 1838).

He also recorded the prayer said by passing boatmen: Umhluimid do Dhia
mhor na h-uile chomhachta agus do Phadraig miorbhiilieach; they raised their
hats and dipped their sails as they did when passing Inishglora, Cruach
MacDara, St. Grigoir's tomb in Aran, and Inishcatha or Scauery Island in Clare.,
Since O'Donovan's time descriptions of the remains on the island have been
published by Browne (1898), Rolleston (1900), Westropp (15%04; 19115 1914)
and Henry (1947). Francoise Henry's article 15 based on observations made
during two briefvisits, under unfavourable conditions, in June 1939 and August
1946 (1947, 26). The descriptions presented here are based on work done
during several visits over recent years.

The fourteen decorated slabs on Caher Island are avaried group disposed
within the focal enclosure and on the stations of the pilgrimage round close 1o
it. Many have a characteristic hammer-head form and two are ormamented on
both broad faces. Three are described here. Probably the mostinteresting is the
Dolphins Slab, a drawing of which is presented here (fig. 2). It stands on the
leacht at the eastend of the church, The slab, of grey coarsish grit, is cut from a
stone broadly triangular in shape, narrowing towards the butt. Tts west face is
ornamented with a Greek cross-in-circle above a pair of affronted dolphins. At
the head of the slab the sdges have been worked in a curve to follow the outline
of the circle enclosing the cross. The dolphins stand about 30cm high, their
bodies twisted in an S-shape. The tails curve outwards and upwards towards the
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Dolphins slab, Caher Istand, front and back views aith suggested reconstruclion.
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edges of the slab; the upper bodies curve inwards above the dorsal fins so that
the uppet backs support the encircled cross, The heads turn inwards, the beaks
biting back onto the bellies; the eyes are marked by drilled circles. The
composition is unitary, the affronted dolphins supporting the encircled cross

Henry has pointed out that this iconography is one which can be broadly
!-J.,-_:.rulh-l{rd in the early Christuan world and has drawn attention o the parallel
of the hanging bowl escutcheon from Faversham, where a Latin cross with
'E'?i'['l:uuft't'i terminalsis ﬁll}]]}ﬁl'tt'd between the bodies of two de r]ilhi ns (1947, 36-
7). The attitude of the dolphins on the Caher slab, biting back on their own
bodies, sets them within a second set of contexts, those of the Germanic and
Merovingian worlds; the animal biung on its own body or on that of another is
a common motif introduced from the Germanic world into Insular ormament
asin the Book of Durrow. The Scurve of the dolphins’ bodies is also reminiscent
of Sshaped animals depicted in Merovingian jewellery. itappears therefore tha
at Caher Island this classical motif may well be under influences from the
European continent which can be dated to the sixth century or the early part of
the seventh.

The cross-slah in the south-cast corner of the focal enclosure has a simple
cross outlined by a broad band incurving at the crossing of arnds and shalh (fig.
93. There is a large flat circular boss at the centre of the head with four smaller
ones placed within the terminals. The outline of the upper partof the slabis cut
to emphasize the shape of the cross, while the lower partis leftu ndressed. Avery
similar cross with better proportions (fig. 3) is outlined on a slab at Kill, near
Streamstown, on the mainland of county Galway; here the upper part of the slab
is worked into a frame containing all but the arms of the cross, which is nself
outlined by a broad band standing ix reliel. There are tiny projections on cither
side of the slab near the head.

The cross-pillar standing in the north-east corner of the enclosure is 1.15m
tall (fig. 4). On its west face a multiple outline Latin cross 56cm high is carved
above three bosses in rectangular frames. The outline of the slab generally
follows the outline of the cross, except at the head where expansions 1o rightand
left form a hammer-head, and at the foot, where the cross has the appearance
of sitting into a pedestal created by the unworked lower half of the pillar. The
cross is created by two nested mouldings in reliet and has relativelv short arms
placed just above halfway on a long shaft, all four elements expanding towards
the extremities, the lines of the upper and lower shaft tending to be concave. A
single raised rounded poss stands at the junction of arms and shaft. Atthe wop
left corner of the cross the outer of the two mouldings is drawn out into a
horizontal projection indicating the rho of a Chi-rho design. An outer 'I:ri!-ll'lil'lg
moulding which follows the outline of the upper elements of the cross kicks out
at this point to acc aminodate the rho; at the base itexpands o e nclose the three
framed bosses.

In its proportions, in the placing of its arms slightly above halfway on the
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cross resembles the one depicted on 1 14% of the Codex U sserianmis Pria
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Trinity College, Dublin (MS. A 4.15 (55): Alexander 1978 1 1) (G 4Y. dated !
shortly after the yvear 600, whick also takes the form of & Chi-rho de MEn
At Thallabawn on the mainland opposite Caher Idand is a tall pillar (Fe
5) which stands above the road on the east side, apparenth withis 1l g
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ccclestastical foundation, now ruined, with a view towards Cabier sband e bis

west face near the wop is an equal-armed cross in reliel, i |

ot sermalar toy tha

encircled cross on the dolphin slab at Caher, the arms « xpanding in |
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curved lines. [tstands on a projection issuing from the foor. This is one of @ v

of cross known in both manuse Iiph and camvings in ieland, The closest
comparison is with the encircled cross on the Armaglen ogham stone on the
5|¢;|;¢-_¢;nf11nul|l Brandon in kermy: other comparanda in Rermy are 1o be (ol
at Reask, Knockane, Maumanorig, and Rilvickadowning: further examples an
k.-lll:lwll at Inishcealtra in Clare and at Inishkea Narth and Insshmuorray, Somolas
crosses standing on stems with expanded terminals are represented in the
Cathach 111-.u|u_~u-|'i!‘-=. psalter, ascribed to Colmcille, the Book of Durrow, and the
Echternach Gospels. The Thallabawn cross seems thus 1o date 1o the seventh

century, probably to its first half,

Besides Thallabawn two other loundations appear to have existed] on ths
mainland near Roonah. One of these wasai Dooghmakeon where a stone %iom
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Left, prehistoric gallin with evoss-in-cirele motif at Killeen; right, evoss-inseribed pilfarat Thallabazn.
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tall, inscribed with a cross of arcs in a circle on one face, now stands among the
sand-dunes. The second was at the moder n gravevard of Killeen where there are
wo cross-carved stones, The one described and illustrated here stands at one
end of the modern graveyard. Itis a very tall stone, up 1o 2 50m in height, 82cm
wide and 40cm thick. Carved on the south-west face, about two-thirds of the was
up the stone, is a cross-in-circle design (fig. 5). Within the circle, 60-6%m in
diameter and marked by two incised lines, the widely expanding arms of the
Greek cross are formed by four curving lines which segment the circle but
without meeting at the centre. The design has the appearance of a compass
drawn composition and the arcs which mark the lines of the arms have the same
radius as the enclosing circle. Within the four petal-shaped areas left between
the arms of the cross radial lines run from the centre wwards the inner
circumference of the circle, broadening into forked or fishiail expansions a
their outer ends. This ornament within the petalshaped areas of the quadrants
emphasises these elements and tends to lessen the visual impact of the Greek
cross. In fact the design could be'interpreted either as a cross-in-circle or as a
four-petalled marigold in a circle. This ambiguity may be intentional since the
marigold is a fairly common feature in carly Christian art; other slabs, such as
those on the Inishkeas (Henry 1945, PL XV and the pillarstone at Reask
(Fanning 1981, 139-40, Fig. 29A), have similarly ambiguous designs; at Reask the
petal-shaped quadrants are also ornamented, though with a slightly more
elaborate design that those at Killeen. The eross-design on the Killeen stone may
date to an early stage of Christianity in Ireland. The stone on which it is carved
would appear from its size and orientation to be a prehistoric gallan, so the
marking of the cross on its surfage may represent the Christanizing of a pagan
MOonument.

These mainland sites are the analogues of similar sites at Glencolumbkille,
opposite Rathlin O'Birne Island in Donegal, Staid near Streedagh, opposite
Inismurray in Sligo, Kilmore Erris and Cross, opposite Inishglora, Omey and
Kill, opposite Ardoilein, and Tarmon and Fallmore near the south end of the
Mullet opposite the Iniskeas and Duvillaun. These are paralleled on the Iveragh
peninsula of Kerry by such mainland sites as Kiliahuonia, Kilreelig and Loher
opposite the great island foundation on Sceilig Mhichil

The mainland sites often have only one or a few decorated stones in
contrast to the islands, at the most prominent of which several decorated cross-
slabs of the highest quality are preserved. It appears that the hermitages, both
on the islands and the desert places of the mainland opposite, are foundations
of the earliest cenmuries of Christianity, a fact demonstrated by the carly dates of
the cross-slabs, Further, many of these slabs demonstrate surprisingly direct
contacts with centres of innovation in Ireland and on the continent. Through
them we can dimly pETEEi\’E the presence in the west of early i“l:lmini'llt'd
manuscripts and metalwork crosses which may have served 1o transmit some of
the designs of the cross-carved slabs.
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Military History of the
Western Islands

(with special reference to Inishbofin)

By Sheila Mulloy

My talk today appears in your programme under the tidde *Inishbofin- The
Ultimate Stronghold.” This is in fact the title of an article 1 have published in
issue no. 67 of the Insh Sword, the journal of the Military History Society in
Ireland. Inishbolin has been included among our islands tins weekend becaus
it and Inishark belonged o the barony of Murrisk in Co. Mayo from the end of
the fourteenth century until 1873, when both islands were restored o the
barony of Ballinahinch in Co. Galway.

However, I would like to begin by talking about warfare among the whole
group of islands from Inishbofin north to the islands off the Mullet peninsula.
If you look at Westropp's map on our conference brochure you will notice the
wealth of diins which are marked from north to south along the coastline of both
islands and mainland.' It is rather difficult nowadays to imagine warfare in the
serene waters which encircle us, but these dins were built for defence and itis
certain that there must have been some minor battles here cither between the
local inhabitants or against invaders from the outside.

When we came Lo our native annalifts we have several references to attacks
by the Vikings or ‘searobbers’ as they call them. They came to Umhall in 811
according to the Annals of Ulster, but were slaughtered by the men of Umbhall.
They came again in 812 when they killed Cosgrach, son of Flannabhrat, and
Dunadach, King of Umhall.? Incidentally, Maille, grandson of Cosgrach, is the
man from whom the O'Malley family, Clann Mhiille, are called”* Several other
raids took place but little is known about them. Padhraig O Moriin in has
fascinating book on Burrishoole attributes the name Inishcuttle, one of the
islands in Clew Bay, to a Viking chief called Caitil by the local people.’

There are some legends connected with the Viking raids, but one of the
most picturesque is that of the miraculous survival of the O'Malley clan. The
slaughter of 812 se¢ms to be ihe source of this legend, although the first mention
of the name O'Malley does not appear until 1123, when it is mentioned that
Tadhg O Miille was drowned off the Aran Islands.” This survival legend is not
unique to the O'Malleys. Itis found in other places and in connection with other
families, but it has persisted in O’Malley history. There are two versions of the
legend, but the theme is the same in both, the miraculous survival of the clan.

According to one version of the legend, the family with the exception of
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a little boy was wiped out by the “Danes’. This child was saved by his nurse who
fled with him to the south of Ireland. Here the nurse married, and the boy was
reared as her own, and he regarded her as his mother, and her childien as his
sistersand brothers, When he grew up, however, his foster mother did not think
itright to leave him inignorance of his true birth and parentage, so she told him
of his illustrious descent. He went back to Umball, where he was re cognized by
a blind man named ”’ hOireachta (Hen II:".] an old retaner of the (° "ﬁ.l.ﬂ’u
family. They say he knew him by his hands! The young man told him his story,
and immediately, with manifestations of grear rejoicing, he was proclaimed
chieftain of Umbhall.

The otherversion ol the legend is the one chosen by that great artist Evie
Hone lor the window executed by her in 1951 in the church at Kilmilkin in the
Maam valleyin Co. Galway. This story relates that the voung mother with her son,
the only surviving male child of the O Mallevs, fled o Inish Glora, off the Mullel
Peninsula. The child was sickly and was restored 1o health through the interven-
tion of Saint Brendan, at whose well his mother praved. There is a variation of
this story which attaches the incident to Saint Brendan’s well near Kilmeena
church. It was believed that this well could change the sex of babies if they were
dipped m it When all the O Malley male children were slain, & baby girl was
[1ippcd in the well and so turmed into a boy “and from him all the (]'11:1II:~1_.-;.'|:|.
descended’.” However, 1 feel that the 56 Brendan's well at Roskeen is more
properly connected with this version of the legend.’

These memones of the Viking raids are shadowy. We are on surer ground
when we come to the Anglo-Norman invasion. The Normans had come 1o
Burrishoole near Westport by 1185, when the great Butler family had been
granted part of the barony of Umhall. They builtircasile there which 1 think can
be identified with the ruins in the grounds of Burrishoole Lodge, formerly the
residence of Ernie O’ Malley. The Butlers however, did notappear 1o have been
able to maintain a foothold in the area because this castle was burned by the
O'Connorsin 1248. In 1272 the O'Conois defeated and slew Henry Butler, and
the family disappears from the scene for several hundred years,

Meanwhile another great Norman family, the de Burgos, had made their
appearance in Connacht. Their objective was the subjection of the area to their
rule, and this they set about by sometimes siding with, and sometimes opposing,
members of the native Irish family then in power = the royal O'Conors. And so
by 1230 there were Anglo-Normans supporting Felim son of Cathal Crobhdearg
O’ Conor against Aedh, son of Ruaidhri O'Conor in the contest for the kingship.
Assisting Aedh were the sons of Muircheartach O ‘Conor, seventh son of
Turlough O'Connor, and Aedh O'Flaherty of Galway. Later Felim fell out of
favour with Richard de Burgo and Aedh was set up in his place. Felim subse-
'I:]ul."ﬂl]} demolished the de Burgo castle at Galway and held sway in Connacht

in 1233 and 1234,
This led to the campaign of 1235 when Maurice Fitzgerald the justiciar
1




came with other great ;‘;Ilgl[l—:"ﬁfﬂl'lllilll barons to Connacht, in erder to subdue
Felim and put Richard de Burgo in possession of his Connacht lordship. Firsi
they advanced against Thomond where they defeated the O'Briens who hadl
been assisted by the O'Conors. O'Brien submitted and then Fitzgerald marched
to Galway where he received O'Flaherty's submission,

Felim O'Conor went north to seek the protection of O'Donnell with a son
and grandson of Muircheartach Muimhneach O'Conor, who had by now
changed their allegiance from Aedh to Felim O'Conor. The 'Foreigners’ |E.',|5 the
annalists call them), came to Diin Mughord near Westport. This castle appears
to be Doon castle east of the town, although some authorities have identified it
with Mac Philbin's castle at Ayle. Messengers were sent to Maghnus son of
Muircheartach Muimhneach demanding peace and hostages but Maghus
refused. There then began one of the few recorded battles among the inner
islands of Clew Bay. Maghnus at this time was with his vessels in the sound of
Inisheeny or Inish-Aenaigh which is the nearest island to Murrisk strand.
Meanwhile Aodh OFlaithbheartaigh, who had submitted at Galway, and Eoghan
O hEidhin arrived with a large army and some boats at the shore opposite that
island. The language of the annals is rather obscure here because it states that
O'Flaherty and O hEidhin ‘went round with a large army, and with boats which
had been brought to Leenane’. Some authorities understand from this that
boats had been brought overland from the Corrib to Leenane, and thence by sea
to Clew Bay, and this would seem to make a lot of sense as it would avoid a long
and hazardous sea journey from Galway to Murrisk, There were atany rate "great
contests and conflicts’ between the two fleets. The Anglo-Norman side appears
to have had the worst of these encounter at the beginning because they retreated
for a while and set up camp. When Maghnus saw this he withdrew to Inishraher
which is north-east of Inisheeny, and ook with him some sheep from Inisheeny
as food for himself and his followers.

What happened next is best described by the annalist -

When [the Foreigners] observed, moreover, that Maghnus and his people had
gone towards the island, and then to another island, and that they had neither
watch nor ward over the Foreigners, and that the island was between them and
the Foreigners — when the Foreigners perceived this they arose furiously,
terribly and quickly; and they suddenly lifted their boats along the strand, and
put them on the sea, and filled them promptly with forces, and with armed,
mail-clad soldiers, who went upon the two islands, and killed all the people they
found in them. Maghnus and all of his people who were in Inish-rathain
[Inishraher] arose and wentinto theirvessels; and it O Mdille’s people had been
esteemed by Maghnus, he (O Maille) would have sent his vessels against the
Foreigners and their boats. However, though short the period of the day
remaining at this hour, there was not a cow remaining on any island of Innsi-
Modh [the Clew Bay islands] that was not transferred to the shore before night;
and [the owners of the cows] would have themselves previously gone away,
through thirst and hunger, if they had not been captured; and many infe ror
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persons were slain between them this night. On Friday, mureover, the day
following, they went upon the islands of the North of Umball, and the masters
of the mercenaries, in honour of the Passion, imposed a restriction that no man
should be killed. When the Foreigners had succeeded in robbing and plundenng
L'imhall, h-}' e oand land, they pln-rl'wic'rl with their cows and preys o
Lughbhurtan.

Tlli.‘:- is Luflertaun near Ballintubber beside the home of Brendan Tuohy, That
seems Lo have been the end of the troubles as far as our islands are ¢ oncerned.”
There is an interesting reference there 1o O Miaille holding aloof during this
episode. The interpretation appears to be that Maghnus had settled uninvited
in O'Malley territory and therefore O'Malley did not help him in his hour of
need. The O Malley inaction on this occasion led to a feud between the two
families which resulted 1in some murderous attacks on both sides,

Now, we turn to Inishbofin, which is the most significant of our islands
from a military point of view especially in the seventeenth century. fnis Bé Finne,
‘the island of the white cow’, lies about six miles north-west of Cleggan Harbour
in Co. Galway. It extends three and a half miles in length by two miles in breadth,
forming an area of some 3,264 acres.” In common with all the islands lying off
the west coast, the population has fallen from a dramatic high of 1.404 before
the Great Famine to the 1981 figure of 195 souls." This low lying island,
traditionally believed to be of legendawy origin, was nevertheless of very real
strategic importance down to the eighteenth century.

The island was captured by the O'Malleys from the O'Flahertys about the
year 1380, and became an important part of the possessions of that seafaring
clan. Together with the neighbouring islands of Shark, Turk and Clare, it
formed part of the barony of Murrisk, which with the barony of Burrishoole,
comprised the O'Malley lordship. This lordship encircled Clew Bay with its
offshore islands and the outlying islands from Shark to Achill, which were of
considerable importance for whoever controlled the islands controlled the bay.
In the early medieval period the outlying islands marked the passage outside
which the natives dared not venture because of the unknown perils of the ocean
beyond, and for the stranger they marked a route off the Irish coast inside which
they feared to penetrate because lack of maps and navigational aids compelled
them to keep a prudent distance from the coastline.

Unlike most of the Irish clans, the O'Malleys looked to the sea for their
living. They levied taxes on foreign vessels — fishing and commercial — and
established bases further afield on the Galway coast from which to make raids
on shipping using the portof Galway. These raids led to the well-known incident
at Carrickahowley or Rockfleet castle, which issituated west of Newport. Inreply
to the constant cc;mplainlsuf the Galway merchants, Sir Edward Fitton, governor
of Connacht, sept a sea expedition against the famous Griinne Ni Mhaille or
Griinne Uaile in 1574, The expedition under Captain William Martin setsail on
& March and was forced to retreat on the 26:h as a result of the spirited defence
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of the redoubtable Griinne. By this time, when the O'Malley power was at its
height, the islands were an essential element in their policy of maintenance by
land and sea, in the true spirit of their motto Tera Manque Potens. With theil
large galleys capable of carrying at least seventy men each,' they were for a time
the se¢a mercenaries of the western coast, ready to ferry troops and supplies
wherever they might be required and to whomsoever might require them, These
activities were especially dear to the heart of the said Griinne Uaile who
fourished from . 1530 to 1603, On the west shore of the harbour at Inishbofin
is Diin Griainne, a cliff-top fort which may or may not have been associated with
her. We are, however, on surer ground when we come to Cromwell’s Barrack
uppﬂﬁih“: Din Grainne, which embodies Bosco's castle. This belonged o
Melaghlin O'Malley in 1574. Bosco is said to have been a pirate —a Spaniard or
a Dane —allied with Griainne in their attacks on shipping, and it is said that they
kept a boom across the harbour as part of their defences.™

By the time of Grainne's death in 1605 the old order was changing and
power had definitely passed from the native chiefs. Inishbofin, like Clare Island,
had become Bourke property and was claimed by the earl of Clanricard known
to the Irish of the sixteenth century as Mac Liam Uachtar, as distinct from the
Mayo branch of the family which was ruled over by Mac Liam lochtar. Both
islands were repossessed by the O'Malleys in the first years of the 1641 rebellion.
Lord Clanricard, governor of the town and county of Galway,'* complained that
‘my islands of Cliera and Ennis-Boffin’ had been taken by the O’Malleys, whom
he described as ‘ancient pretenders to these places"." Clanricard remained
neutral at this stage of the rebellion, only committing himself firmly to the
confederate side in the year 1646, when he joined Ormond and Inchiquin in the
war against the English parliament. The owner of large estates both in Ireland
and England, he was utterly devoted both to the catholic religion and the crown,
but hisdealingswith the insurgentsrequired caution. He exercised hisdiplomatic
skills with great ability, treading a wary path among the various factions. To put
the matter in simplistic terms, these were the extreme clerical party which
placed religion first; the Irish party which perhaps placed Irish interests before
religion; and lastly, the Old English who were catholic and loyal, but wanted to
retain their possessions, many of which were gained at the expense of the
Church and the older race. In reality, the situation was far more complex with
protestant loyalists, such as the Gaelic Inchiquin and the Old English Ormond,
playing leading roles against the parliamentarians, and divisions on the Irish
side between the confederates and the northern catholics. In fact, the situation
has been well described by Prof. M. D. O'Sullivan as being ‘a chaos of conditions
which are without parallel in the history of the country"."

The year 1649 saw an extraordinary quickening of events, with the
execution of Charles I in January, the departure of Rinuccini in February and
the coming of Cromwell in August. By the spring of 1650, Limerick, Athlone and
Gaiway were the only important towns remaining in loyalist hands. By the end
of the year Ormond and Inichiquin had left Ireland for France, and Clanricard
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became the lord deputy. He was 1o find himself in the hopeless position of
defending Galway, a town torn by internal strife between the extreme clerical
party and his own followers, with a starving population swollen L refugees,
whose sufferings were 1o be aggravated by plague which from the first outbreak
in July 1649 was to sweep away 3,700 of the inhabitants,

At this juncture one of the many appeals for help from the Continent for
the frantic citizens of Galway showed signs of bearing some fruit. Ormond had
sent Lord Taafe to the duke of Lorraine, Charles IV, with the mission of
obtaining a loan on the security of the town of Galway.'" In May 1650 Colonel
Oliver Synnotarrived from Lorraine 1o pursue the III:HEIJ[iliii(JIIE- Simultaneonsly
the clerical party sent envoys to the duke expressing their willingness to _:“_H_P-[
him as protector in exchange for any services he might be in a position to render
to the Irish catholics. The eventual agreement, which was more in accordance
with the views of the clerical party that with those of Clanricard, provided that
the duke was to advance £20,000 on the security of Galwayand Limerick. A treaty
was signed in July 1651, and shortly afterwards two Ingates were sent 1o Ireland
with arms, ammunition and some money, though not the £20,000 originally
promised. One of these frigates went to Muskerry in the south, while the second
under the command of Colonel Synnot arrived in Inishbofin in October. ' This
ultimate stronghold had now become the last link with the Continent while the
powerful parliamentarian fleet blockaded the port of Galway. Lorraine sent
altogether four frigates with supplies to Ireland, but two of these iell into the
hands of the parliamentarians.'

Galway finally surrendered to Coote in April 1652 against the wishes of
Clanricard, with Aran surrendering at the same time. Inishbofin then engaged
the atention of the Cromwellian commissioners, and some stiong measures
were proposed to bring about its surrender. In the course of a letter o Sir
Charles Coote on 17 August 1652, they write that ‘as for Inishbofin and the
pirates residing upon that coast’ they have ordered the parliament’sships-of-war
from the south, and *conceive it advisable that the inhabitants and their stock
should be removed from the next adjacent coasts to that isiand, and the said
coasts laid waste to prevent their getting of relief from the shore, and that some
garrisons were planted in those shores, from whence they may most probably
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have relief conveyed unto theni .

It scems unlikely that these decisions were implemented in view of
subsequent happenings in the area. In December Colonel Synnott with a force
of 600 men made a raid on Aran and took possession of the island *owing to the
disobedience of Captains Gething and Busqu ill in quitting the coast contrary to
orders’.”™ The commissioners made urgent plans to take the two islands in
January. They reported to the council of state:

Thirteen hundred foot, with a bauering picce and other accommodations were shipped
aboue six days since in the bay of Galway for the reducing of Aran, and 6K foot more are
marching by knd 1o Ir-Connaunght, to be carried thence to Aran, 1o strengthen that party
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if need be. They are victualled for a month, and more provisions are going up to them in

order 1o their going on o Boflin, if the Lord give them success in their attempt upon Avan, !

The Lord heeded their prayers, for Aran was recaptured, and Inishbofin
became the last post to surrender to the Cromwellians on 14 February 1653,
Lord Castlehaven, who served under Ormond and Clanricard, described the
island as being ‘a fit place for a magazine, it being a large island, lying ofl jer-
Connaught, three miles into the sea, in which we had a strong garrison. "Tis
surrounded with rocks, and has but one entrance, where there is a pretty good
harbour for frigates and small men of war”.® This garrison was in the remains
of the fortress known as Bosco's castle, and according to the Spicilegium
Ossoriense, quoting a letter from the Rev. John Dowley, vicar-general of Tuam,
‘seeing that the help expected from the duke of Lorraine had not reached our
shores at the time appointed . ... [they] surrendered the said island of Bofin with
its fortress to the enemy . . . although thatisland was well furnished with muskets,
and other weapons, with food, soldiers and all other warlike equipment . .. ™

There appears to be some grounds for the strictures of the Rev. Dowley,
because the articles of surrender were described by Colonel Jones as being
‘suteable to the difficulty of gaining of that place by force’. He adds:

Questionless that service was owed by God, for during all the time of that reaty, there was
soc greate a clame that our shipps ridd in safety close to the island all the while, which they
could not possibly have done if any winds had been stirringe, as Caprain Clarke informs
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Another significant incident was what happened on 6 February near
Renvyle Castle when

800 Irish fell (our of an ambush in a narrow pass) upon 270 foot, which were marching that

way to meet the forces that went by sea 1o reduce Buffin, and routed them.™

The intemperate author of the Aphorismical discovery, a supporter of Owen
Roe O Neill, is more scathing and suspectsthe governor of treachery, describing
him as ‘practiced in the area of failinge in his trust’. He describes the island as
being '
the anely hauen or harbour in Ireland now for the Irish, kept for the duke of Lorminge, whoe
furnished the same with all things conducent unta iis defence, prouision, and ammunition
for two yeares sicdge, extraordinarie good workes with abondunce of greate ordinance,
beside a worlde of armes that belonged unto that forte, six hundred cases of pistells, and GOt
barrells of powder was sent unto the kingdom by his Highnesse, which, for the most pa ie,
had beene at present at the same ilande. In this braue posture of defence did stande this
machine: many Irish, both ecclesiasticke and laitie, did thither focke, some for saftie, others
for lovaltie, 1o see things well caried, and others contranie. Amonge the rest that soe thithe
retiverd was the bishop of Clonferte, Roger Moore and Donogh Oflahertye. This forte was
an itche in the enemie arme, makinge, therefore, all the shewe possible with shipps and
otherwise to leager the ilande, though well perswaded, considering the posure and sirength
therof. to be in vaine, unlesse a waye was founde o corrupt the commander by inticinge
angells, which was an easie taske in the opinion of seuerall witts, as being one George
Cussicke, lentenant colonell to late Generall Preston, and one of his hatchinge . . .

He claims that the corruption began about 1 December 1652 when
Charles Fleetwood, ‘chiefe governor for the state of England in Ireland’,
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F'“:“ﬁird“" ( ;Ill.iﬁ“}l]h” Cusack of Donore, Co, Meath, to go to Inishbofi i
P“r:"'“"“h' ‘the neuer faithfull lieutenant colonell’, his brother. o -urn':::l:':'L:T}“.
island to Commissary General Reyvnolds. After the sury ender( :;.I*.'Il']n. wassuital ]1I
rewarded and sailed off with the ‘Pigmeyan prelate’ = the |‘.|i~.|l;| y nl"{ lo }l-iu‘
H.:rr:llmnulhur suliunonsup -"'Ilhi""Hl'“"'l.”T viiriolic ce r|t:||'|u'||!;1||riil'-.-| HI..JHI": i;'r' l
‘the bloudie tigers, and I“"““-”'h]”lld-*lH'L:'r-\-.".ln]:-:'*-" abandoned their f:i.ru:;t
Donogh O Flaherty and Roger Moore, O'Flaherty was captured and beheaded
and Roger Moore escaped to Scotland.® : ’

After the surrender orders were given 1o repair the fortifications on
Bofin.™ But on 20 February 1655 Sir Hardress Waller, and Colonels Hewson and
Sankvy, recommended that the works at Bofin shiould be sbandoned ke
garrison withdrawn, and £1,000 advanced to block up the harbour. As a result
£600 and the barque Elizabeth of Galway were offered to anvone who would
undertake the work. :

The council of state, however, abandoned this enterprise and it was again
decided to work on the fortifications. On 3 June 1656 it was ordered

thata ﬁ'f" be erected and built on the island of Bofin, and that the other fonifications there

bt repaired for the defence of the siid island; and thar of the 22 guns in the istaod, 6 or 8

of the shorter size be sent to Galway for the state’s use, and that, insi=ad of them 3 loniges

be =ent 1o Bollm wah good - carniages, bullets, eic.

The spiritual needs of the garrison were not to be neglected, foron 12 June
1656, itwasdecided ‘tosend an able, p":nus, and orthodox minister of the gospell
tr be settled at Bofin, to be paid with the company’. Also

that Sir Charles Coote do consider of ordering that Colonel John Honnor, the govermo

there, shall sulfer no Irish o keep any bt LU ANy parts oof that eouest of Tr-d lrruughl, the

co. of Mayo, or adjacent islands; also to exclude all illaffected Trish out of that iskand, and
clearing the same of all dangerous and disalfecied persons.™

It was at this time, according to James Hardiman, that some fifty of the
catholic clergy were shipped to Aran and Bofin, awaiting transportation to the
West Indies, ‘and being allowed but two pence aday each, for their support, they
were nearly famished’,™ This seems somewhat at odds with a letter from T.
Herbert to the governor of Galway on 5 March 1658, in which he states:

The lord deputy and council did in July last give order for payment of £100 upon account

to Col. Sadleir, 1o be issued as he should conceive fit for maintenance of such Popish priests

as sire or should be confined to the Isle of Boffin, according to six pence daily allowance,
building cabins and the like."

But Pgrhaps SO imprml'fm-gnl had been made in the interval in the
conditions imposed on the unfortunate prisoners. Even twopence a day was not
stch a smali amount at the time, comparing very favourably with allowances f'f"
prisoners in later wars, but the awesome bleakness of their mrmuml.lng_s in
Bofin must have struck terror into the hearts of even the most devout clerics.

The island fortifications remained after the Restoration, probably as much
for the protection of trade and fisheries, as for defence. Both Aran and Bofin
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were, however, ol Strateg importance as Potential

Dyaasis 1O Stz L_,, i3 I‘||r'
linked together for de
company of 100 men supplving the

mainland. The two islands wer fensive pury i
| _||J'|-\.I:'l- Wil |

Fumson in both places. In 1662 this

ApLun Robert Deey of Dublin. In August

that yvear () ‘Ole —
of that year Ormaond wrote 1o I"'”-'-'J* ALV, Ireasurer of wars in Ireland, arderning

him to pay [-i*'"“-'“““."ﬂ"‘ Sandes of Robert Deev's . oI
make a new boat and re

I'lll”]hl“"l-' Wils ||.||Ijl'] ||I[' i |||'|'|||'|;|_||_||. i || |

Iy r||-r11. ['.e r|||r|:||~. ([

i an old one “for his IMEEsTY & service in the sad

garrisons,” and thirty four pounds o re

; : S pair the houses i and adjoining the forts
in the sad islands®. ™

In March 1663 we find the earl of Mount-Alexander, master of the

Captain Robert Deev's
company ‘more than the rest of the army have from time 1o ume’, because Aran
and Bolin are so remote from the mainland ‘that they cannot without much
difficulty be '-ll]:|::I|'L-.'1|. from thence, and that the islanders have already trusted
the soldiers bevond their abilites’, He further requested Ormond 1o supply
‘eighty four swords and belts, sixty collars of bandeliers, twelve fire locks. twelve
pikes, a drum and some match, and the exchange of seven barrells of de
powder’, “ Ormond was graciously pleased to comply with Mount-

1'!'{|I:II:'!'3.1."2.

ordnance, asking Ormond for one month's pay for

avied

Aevander's

[.:lpt'.lll] Deey was succeeded hwy 1’.';:];1;1|u Nicholas Bavley in 16635 whao
reported o Ormond on the two islands in the following vear:

in the fort of Boflin there are three and twenty pieces of ordnance, hall the which want
cartiges, whereol twelve are ioon mintons, five iron Gleons foo ironn wikers coine ko
twelve-pounder, and one demi<culvering, whereol the four last are only useful as o the
tleflence of the harbour. Therefore ©do with all humbleness offer it wo vour grace, haang
dliscovrsed with v punner there, ooman of known judgment, that pwo brass sakers, oF e
o 1he |I1II!.EI.'-\-I sort il 1t:'|ll1-l.'|I|1.|'IHI=\., are absolutely necesciry for ghe |1|-.1||i.| Aot of thod
LT RERTR T harbour, e forn comuanding it having cost Gftcen hundred pounds in the
bulding, and do humbly offer i ifvooar grce thinks i, that from the wown of Galway, these
marnsons v e \I:]lp'llq'lﬂ andl the sl osn will De leln sudlciemthy storeed wagh antillars

He writes that there 1s ‘an absolute necessity of a small vessel of twenmy on
. + [ TaE . N -
thirty tons, 1o fetch provisionswhere it may be cheapesthad’. Inaddinonavessel
ol twentyv-live tons lving at Bolin could be :'i.']};liTnl for L,

I shall only presome to menion it to your grace, that without such boats vour garmisons can
sarce subsist in these slands, so witlom sooee simall cncouragement to their masters, and
sovmne amore e allosve i vour marrsons, we shall not be able with the few we have o it
1.11.'1“ 1o sesi whiaen n'|k.|.||1'|.|. ,|.|:1|. I1u|h|.' Vislar Qe '.LiH- s oitled 11, there |'|.|.1.1'I'n!. sl hu.'u'n_
il alderman Deey's time, bess than one Tl company in each sk

W hoave in both gaarrisons baat ﬂ_ul‘u lrnells |1I'|I-|m1!l'l and much of that decaved, we alsio
WAL 4 proportion il gt short sunitabsle v the puns we aosired from your grace, as also
LI ks, |:.“|,I|-:.. raumimer hesads il SIS, |:|-.|||-ull|1r||-.ﬂ11l' o thie ladles, a hundred weraht
of sheet lead for aprons, six crows of iron, one handredweight of twosinch rope tor Backles
tor Ll Phe s, ome doeen of g iroans sl pwo hondoed shast siiiable w the EULENS W
e, sebich, i vouir groee =0 think e may bee '-=|I|=F1!!f.'1| from Limenck or Galway, and for
oine anndred aned Alty pounds both iskands may be so pr ovided with boats, and the forts so
Fepmured, that your grace need not b sy Burther charge for somae vears with them

I




This petition was granted and orders were given to send two long brass
sakers or two demi-culverins to Bofin from Galway, and £150 for a new boat of
fourteen tons at Aran, the repair of the old boat at Bofin, and other essential
repairs and supplies needed in both places. On the same date an enquiry was
instituted into the money granted to Lieutenant John Sandes. His pay was 1o be
suspended ‘till he give an account of the said money™.™

In April it was decided ‘that two men skilful in marine affairs be employed
as masters of the frigate and boat belonging to the said islands’, while recruits
sent then and the following January brought Nicholas Bayley's company to two
hundred men. All the ‘great guns as are now lying upon the strand or shore
between the town of Galway and Inver’ were to be sent to Aran and Bofin, clothes
were to be sent to the troops there and fifteen barrels of powder for forty great
guns, ‘two hundred great shot, for culvering, de my-culvering, and saker cut, also
one hundred of the old ammunition swords out of the store of Dublin, which
troopers formerly had, and two hundred muskets, and two drums with sticks for
his majesty’s service in the islands aforesaid’.™

No doubt both Arkin casde in Aran and Cromwell’s Barrack were keptin
areasonable state of repair all through the uneasy post-Restoration period, with
a likely increase in activity from the accession of James ITin 1685, and especially
from the date of Tyrconnell's reorganisation of the Irish army in 1686. However,
there is little further recorded of them after 1665. Nicholas Bayley, who had
become a major by 1666, was still in his old post as governor of Aran and Bofin
in 1678, and there is a 1684 list of sixteen unmounted iron ordnance in Galway
which had been removed from Bofin.¥ These islands were regarded as outposts
of importance, although only Bofin figures to any extent in the Jacobite war of
1689-91.

In 1691, after the battle of Aughrim and the capture of Galway, Sir Henry
Bellasis, the Williamite governor of Galway, sent Captain Du nbar to take

ssion of the island of Bofin, and favourable articles of surrender were
agreed between him and the governar, Colonel Timothy O'Riordan, on 19
August.* Another well-known personage 1o figure in the articles was Edward
Bermingham, Lord Athenry and lord lieutenant of Mayo, who sat as one of the
peers in King James's parliament of 1689, and who married, firstly, a daughter
of Richard, earl of Clanricard, and secondly, Bridget, eldest daughter of Colonel
John Browne. He was a captain in the earl of Clanricard’s infantry regiment.
Lieutenant Colonel John O’Kelly and Colonel John Browne were included in
the same article. Lieutenant Colonel O'Kelly of Clonlyon in Co. Galway was a
younger brother of Colonel Charles O'Kelly, the author of the important
Jacobite history of the war published under the title Excidium Macariae. He had
represented Roscommon in King James's parliament. The astute Colonel John
Browne of Westport, ancestor of the present marquess of Sligo, the subject of a
special article in the military articles of the Treaty of Limerick,™ was adjudged
to be included in the articles for the capitulation of Galway, and so permitted to

iy

| — |
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go Lo Limerick if he should so desire, and ‘the governor of Galway .

he shall be safely conducted thither with his horses _.ﬁ.l.n.-””,; 2 !”[T,'mm..ulu.u
infantry regiment was never taken into service, bui Ilhu.: -.:::Er.ml:-ltu urII:::h-.- I:h:
Frnfr:!it‘-inn. played an indispensable role in the war. by supplyin r‘ the ] 1'“; n
roopswith tools, iron bars, nails, etc., from his Ok e ,rﬁrt.f: = :; S
the later stages ol the war, when the Jacobite sector in {me:urhllh-.{-:_-. n_»l:::-in:.l{
to the counties of Mayo and Galway, he supplied the garrisons with h;‘{'f- I'"“m:”
hay, oats, butter, wheat, malt and salt, which he commandeered t:rum llu:
inhabitants.

:[k-:npl_au_l Nicholas Blake, described by D'Alton as an ensign in Lord
Bophin’s infantry, was sent to Bofin to have the surrender terms signed by
Colonel O'Riordan, leaving behind as hostages in Galway Lientenant Colonel
John O'Kelly and Captain Richard Martin. Two others '[u;p{rl a mention in the
capitulation are Captain Michael Cormack and Captain Deminick Browne.
Captain Cormack from Mayo had been in command of an independent
company while Captain Dominick Browne was also from that county.

Bofin is rarely mentioned after this period although the garnson was
maintained for a ime against the ravages of French privateers and wo protect the
fishing from the Dutch. Bofin and Shark were resiored to the barony of
Ballinahinch, Co. Galway, in 1873, having belonged to the barony of Murrisk in
the period under review. The barrack still exists in a fair state of preservation,
and must be one of the very few military buildings of the seventeenth century still
standing. T.]. Westropp gives a very full account of itini the Clare Island Survey, ™
which was published in 67 separate reports by the Royal Irish Academy:

The fabric of ‘Cromwell’s Barrack™ consists of a long irregular enclosure, with varant
bastions at cach corner and a round turret on the south face. Inside is an imregiar
courtyard, with a choked well in the middle, and buildings to the north, west, and east. The
stonework was once rich in well-cut coigns of blue limestone; but nearly all have been
removed by lime-burners; the arch and a few amb-stones of the gateway remaimn.

The site is well chosen, on a sort of headland, bounded by the harbour to the north and
west, a convenient little crpek running in at the latter side. A rugged hollow, partly quarmicd,
defends the south side. To modern ideas the site is too much com manded by higher ground
to the south-east, and has no fosses o that side.

The chief frontage is to the cast, with the only entrance, a fine, roundheaded door,
recessed and chamfered, 5 feet 3 inches wide, though much injured by the vandalism of the
lime-burners. It is in the middle of a curtain wall, 45 fect long and 6 feet thick, Nanked by
wo bastions; a passage 32 inches wide runs along the wp.

Before describing the ruins further, 1 desire 10 point oul that | was unlnhlr o clmmnlrlc
to my satisfaction the plan here given, though the main court and its buildings and h-.a!slmns
are to scale. The western bastions were only roughiy and hurriedly "’f'n‘!-‘-_i"‘d- so | desire my
drawing to be considered as a sketch-plan, which time and weather did not allow me o
firish,

Entering, we see the hole for a rather slight bar in the north jamb, a passige 6 feet wide
and 18 [eet long, and side buildings on either hand, 30 feet long. Each u:un_mmuf wo ;m.all

_ooms, with fireplaces in the inner angles, and large chimneys to cach par at the curtain.
To each outer side of these buildings a passage 5 feet wide |:;-.er1 up to each eastern bastion
by a sloping way. The bastions are *diamond-shaped,’ each inner face 12 feet 6 inches, and
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the walls 5 feet thick, with recesses and lmul:ﬂ'mlﬁ in each face, their stonework mosihy
removed. The range to the north side of the court is about 78 leet long, It has two r:mrm;.
the first evidently a kitchen, the other a guard-room; the first is 30 feet long outside, and 24
by 18 feet inside. The next, to the west, of the last, is 43 feet 6 inches long, and 19 feet wide

with a large window flanked by ambries, in the west end, and three loopholes in the north
wall towards the harbour; the south walls of both rooms are mearly levelled; portions of two
windows remain in the first, with a small loophole commanding the sloping way 1o the north.
cast bastion, and a fireplace in the east wall. The partition wall has a door, a ndd the north wall
is blank: there seem to be traces of two doors and a window in the south wall of the west room

Scparated from it by a passage 6 feet 9 inches wide, is the west range, probably a store = three
gloomy rooms, each with a loophole in the west, and with great fireplaces and chimneys; bu
the face next the court is nearly all broken, and the end walls blank. Behind it a passage, 3
feet B inches wide, leads between it and the outer western wall over a creek. In this rampari
are opes through which (doubtless by a crane) supplics could be raised from boats. Behind
this. to either side, is a bastion, with parallel sides. The northern is 27 feet long; between it
and the large room is a smaller bastion, projecting 5 feet, to sweep the northern wall, and
15 feet Jong. The small south-western bastion is 15 feet long, 7 feet 9 inches wide, with walls,
as usual, 4 feet 9 inches 1o 5 feet thick. It like the larger one opposite, has loopholes
commanding the cove and southward, East from it, in the passage at the south end ol the
stores, a semicircular trret projects from the outer wall. The latter at 20 fect from the store
bends back, with a small house in the angle: 1 did not find any garderobe in the nuin, The
curtain wall runs straight from the angle 1o the south-eastern bastion without any other
features save the narrow walk and loopholes along its summit.
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Plan by T. J. Westropp from R1A., Prog., xxxi, part 2, plate x..
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The Rev. John Neary, writing in 1920, states that *about 1700 2 John Burke

sentas Clanricard’sagent, dismantled the barracks and er « ted aresidence, now

used as R.1.C. barracks, on the upland across the bay."™" Whatever John Burke
did, the present substantial ruins are impressive '

Appendix 1
Articles for Inishboffin [1653]"

Articles of agreement between Licutenant Collonell Henm Flower, Captain Edward Land
Captain Martin Jubbs, and Capain William Wads, by authorin ln:m i ||:|1l|11;w:"|--[' i I;I
Reynolds, on the behalfe of the Commonwealith on the one paarie, aind Collonell Richar ;r]':"rt'
Collonell William Jordan, Licutenant Collonell Dudley Costelloe, and Captain Geors .[-1 m.l 2
the behalfe of themselves and Collonell Leeorge Cusake, Governor of lmE-.. biffine -1.‘:-. |.I::'Hq‘ltrlll:n:-lrI

arte, for the surrender of the Island of Inesbuffine and other ad
i aceni 1kl ¥
February 14th, 1652(3]. acent lslands, concluded on

and worthy of a modern SUMey.

I. That Colonell George Cusack doe deliver unto Commissarv-Generall Revoolds. or whom hee
shall appowvnt, .I;|1{' lsland of Inisbuffine, castle, armes, amunition, ordinance. publique stores, and
all other utensills of warr within the said island, without any manner of sponvle or emberilment, fos

the use of the Parliament of the commonwealth of England by Thursday next, being 1 7th Instant,
at tenn of the clocke in the lorenoone,

2, That all officers and souldiers under the command of Collonel! George Cusack and Licutenant
Collonell George Cusack and Licutenant Collonell Dudley Costello, within the Isfand of Clere and
Enisturke, shall there deliver up within six days after the date hereof all thei: arnmes, amunition,
publique stores, and all other utensills of warr to Commissan-Generil Remolds o whorm hee shall
appoynt, and that the said sland shall bee lelt to themselves, and the n:--.r-m'mr regiment in order
to their transportation untill they bee shipped, they gving Captain Maly as hostage for the delren
of the same, and all others of the same regiment now out of afforementoned Llands, which are
to repaire thither, shall, within two dayes after being there. deliver their armes in the sud Bstand.
to the Comissaryv-General or whome hee .ihgll appovnt 1o receive them.

8. That in consideration of the premises all officers and souldiers and all others included in these
articles shall have quarter for life amd an Act of indemonery for any thing donn by them from the
first day of the warr to the date hereod, murther excepted, of which those who Sre guilty are not o
bee comprehended in these articles or receive any benefitt thereby.

4. That Collonell George Cusack, and all officers and souldiers of what quallity socver, shall enjos

what goods and cattle asare properly theire owne within the said ldands or elsewhere, and that they

and every of them bee allowed 28 dayes time after the surrender of Inisbuffine, winde and weather

serving, 1o take with them, sell or dispose of the same into any of the States, quarters or elsewhere
to their best advantage, and passes granted to them for that purpaose.

5. That Commissary-Generall Reynolds undertake to wansport Collonell Cusack, Liewtenant
Collonell Costello, or either of them with one 1000 men, or as many of them as they can produce
by the time hereafter limitted from Clare Island, to Bilbo, Sebastian, or any other convenicni porte
i Biskey, within 21 daves from the date hereof and upon their shipping shall receive for cach man
195, and theire being landed shall receive the benefitt of as good conditions as was made with any
thiat have made any contracts with the Spanish agents here, and upon laying down armes, they shall
receive one months pay, according to the States rate for their officers and souldiers to the above
number, or so many as they shall produce, and that from the Tth March next both officers, and
souldicrs respectively, shall bee provided for with shipping and provisions, untill they bee landed
in Biskey, and that at the Commisary-Generall's charge, and that such of them, as shall not then
bee produced, shall, within six weeks from the dane hereol, bee transparted from Galway, and
receive the like provision and conditions for them as o the rest, both here, and in Spaine, and an
order of thoroughfare in their march thither.

B. That Collonell George Cusack shall have allowed unio him, to travail about his occasions, 4
horses, 4 swords, and 4 case of pistols; and to Lieutenant-Collonell Bourke, llht? same, 1o Licutenant
Dudley Gostello, and their ficld officers, 3 horses, 8 swordes, and 3 case of pistolts; 1o cach Captain,

-
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one horse, one sword, and one cast of pistolls; to each Lieutenant and Ensigne, his sword.

7. That all the Prelates and clergymen in Bufline and in the Islands aforesaid shall have protection
for their lives, and goods, and bee transported with the rest of the party.

8. That all officers and souldiers now submitting upon these articles shall have as much interest in
their owne estates, and as much fwvor shewed unto them as any other officers and souldiers thay
laid downe armes since the first of March last shall have of theirs; that such of their wives as shall
not bee transported shall be protected in their bodies and goods, and have free liberty to live upon
their owne estates or elsewhere in their quarters, paying contribucion, and if any officers shall have
occasion 1o returme hither 1o their wives, and families, and to transport into Spaine, or 1o live with
them heer, shall be permitted soe 1w doe, they acting nothing prejudiciall to the State.

9. That all inhabitants, merchants, strangers, forrainers, and all others in the said Islands shall be
protected in ther persons and goods and estates, paying their conuibution, andd all such as shall
transporte themselves by the 7 of March shall payno contribution, butt have free liberty to make
sale, or transporte by sea or land, w any parte of the Parliaments quarters or elsewhere for their
best advantage, all their goods, cattle, and merchandize unto them belonging, and shall have their
severall passages to that purpose.

10. That all manner of persons comprehended in these articles shall have free liberty to sue, arrest,
orimplead any persons justly indebted to them, and have the full benefittof the law, as to that effect,

11. That the inhabitants of Bellenchensy [ Ballinahinch] barony as are now residing in Buffine, or
elsewhere under the said Collonell Cusack’s command shall have free liberty to repaire to their
former dwellings, with their goods and cattle and there 1o be protecied, paying only their
coniribution for the time (o come.

12, That it bee allowed 1o Lieutenant Collonell Costello’s wile, and children, for their family and
tennants, 1o live in the Istand of Clounty, in the county of Mayo, where now she liveth, for iwo yearcs
yet to come with 4 ploughs and 200 cowes, or as many of them as she or they may have in the lands
about the said Island; she and they paying their contribucion accruing due in that country and
acting nothing Pl't‘judiljn" o the State: And the said Licutenant Collonell, his wile, tenants,
children and family shall not bee arrested cither in body, or goods, for any act by them or any of
them committed, since the beginninge of the warr, to the date hereof; nor for arreares ol
contribution challenged, pretended to bee due upon the siid Lieutenant Collonell other then due
debt appearing by hill, cond’ or wittnes,

15, That if any person shall violate these articles, it shall hee answer ed by the person offending, and
no others, and their officers endeavouring to bring them to justice; and that Captain Moylewand
Captain George Cruse, shall be delivered up as hostages for the surrender of the Island of
Inishuffine by the time aforesaid. In witness of our assent unto, and conclusion on all and every the
ahovementioned articles, wee have heerunto sett our hands the day and yeare above written,

Rich: Burke. Hen: Floure,

. Wm. Jordan. Ed: Landon.
Dudley Costello. Mart: Jubbs.
Creorge Cruse. Wim, Wade.

It is agreed upon the signing these articles that if any men shall appeare who doe belong 10
Collonell Cusack who shall not bee armed, 1o each man, so appearing, nine shillings shall bee
allowed, upon the muster taken of them in order to their transportation, besides the 125, for each
souldier at the entring on ship bourd.

I doe heerby ratify and confirme these articles,

George Cusack.

Appendix 2
Articles and Capitulations agreed upon by Sir Henry Bellasis Governour of

Galway, and Colonel Timothy Royrdan, Governour of Buffin, concerning the

Surrender of the said Island and Garrison [1691]*
First, That I:hf_: sa.u:l Island of Buffin, and the Fort thereof, and the adjacent Islands belonging 1o
the Earl of Clanrickard, shall be surrendered to such Officers as shall be appointed by the
Governour of Galway, with all the Stores, Ammunition, Provisions and Magazrines of all sort

without Imbezelment, so soon as the Governor of Galway shall thi -
: yshall think fit to send : -
Nicholas Blake's return from thence. ¢ tither afiscCaptan

E:c;ndlyi:;n Cm::d.::*mm;:l_ of |!. I'IH: iurrmdtr us_ul'urna'u:i, the Garison shall march forth with fying
Colours, Drums beating, Match lig ted, Bulletin Mouth, and as much Ammunition as each Officer
and Souldier can carry with him,

Thirdly, Thiill the qufmuur. Officers and Souldiers of the said Garison, the Lord Atheery
[A‘thtn.ry} i 1.:rh.-uu:: iant Colonel John Kelly, and all the Inhabitants of the sid Istands, shall F"“““;"
and enjoy their I_Eamws. FL".EEI and Personal, as they held, or ougiit to have held under the Acts of
Setilement and ]:.:ilr.p]aﬂauctn. or otherways, by the Laws of this Kingdom, freely discharged from all
Crown-Rents, Quit-Rents, and all other Charges to the Date hereof: And that if the said Colonel
John Brown shall desire to go to Limerick, the Governour of Galway praomises that he shall be safely
conducted thither with his Horses, Servants and Arms.

Fourthly, That the Governour, Ofhcers and Souldiers, and other the Inhabicis thereofl, by any
Grant of ngja.mj:s the Second, before h is Abdication, or any of his Ancestors, shall have a general
Pardon of all Attainders, Outlawries, Treasons, Felonies, Premunires, and other Offences commit-
ted since the said K. James's Reign, w the Daie hereol.

Fifthly, That the Garison, Officers and Souldiers, shall be transporied from thence, cither to
Galway, or the River Shannon, in order to go to Limerick, or etherways mavch over Land with sale
Conduct, as to the Governour shall seem fittest; with Arms, Bag and Baggage, as aloresud.
Sixthly, That the Governour of Buffin shall be furnished, if need be, with necessary Horses to carry
his Equipage to Limerick.

Seventhly, That any of the inhabitants of the said Island that shall desire it, may go or be transported
to Limerick, with their Goods, along with the Garison, and be as safely conducted as they; and that
if they shall march by Galway, the said Souldiers, if they shall need it, shall be furnished with four
Days Provision of Bread for their march to Limerick.

Eightly, That Capt Michael Cormack, and Capt. Dominick Brown, if they will, may stay and remain
in the said Island, and enjoy their Stock, Corn and other Goods, under safe Protection, with their
Servants and Families. And that if any of the Garison, Officers or Souldiers, or any of the
Inhabitants, shall desire to stay, they may, with the like Advantage and one Priest. That il any Ships
shall happen to be at Buffin, at the time of the Surrender, they shall have free liberty 1o go out of
that Harbour: and that the said Capt. Michael Cormuck, and Captain Dominick Brown, may go w0
any place in the County of Mayo, where their Concerns are, and there remain, with their Com,
Goods and Stock as aforesaid,

Ninthly, That for the due perfecting of these Articles, Captain Nicholas Blake is immediatcly to
repair to Buffin, to have them signed by Colonel Royrdan the Covernour of that Place, and in eight
Days to return with them so Signed: And for assistance of his return, he hath given Licut. Col. John
Relly, and Capi. Richard Martin, as Security.

Tenthly, The Governor of Galway promises. that the General shall have these Articles and
Capitulations ratified, after such manner, and within such time as the Articles of Galway shall be.
That for dus Pﬂ'fﬂl’ﬂ'lﬂﬂﬂ of these Articles and -|:"":Bl:,i|_|ll|;|.1i|:|.-|;'|5,‘| the Governour of Galway, and the
Governour of Buffin, have interchangeably Signed and Sealed them, the 19th Day of August 1691.

Signed and sealed in the presence of Tim, Royrdan.
Geo, Dunbar,

Anthony Telleti.
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~ Settlement, Population

and Economy of the
Mayo Islands

(including Inishbofin)

Paper to Westport Historical Society, Fourth Scaool of Histery: Our Western Islands -
their past, prresent and fulure. Westport, Apnl 1989,

By Stephen A. Royle,
Introduction

It is fitting that a geographer should address an historical conference on
this particular topic because the challenges faced by those who live and work on
islands are essentially geographical. These challenges are and have been faced
by inhabitants of all islands at all times throughout history; consequently the
settlement, population, and economy of islands, essentially their human
geography, show much commonality (Royle, 1989).

Three major areas of challenge can be identified. Firstly, isolation. By their
very nature, islands are not well-connected. There is always an extra stretch of
water to be crussed which costs money, whilst this stretch of water can act as a
barrier to outside influences, tending to make an island community inward
looking and, in some cases, old fashioned, even backward. Secondly, there is the
economic problem faced by island societies of having to sustain themselves from
what the island can provide. Too often this provision is meagre and frequently
on islands there develops an imbalance between population and resources,
which may result in the necessity for islanders to migrate and/or the necessity

for the island community to seek outside help.

Finally, there is a group of challenges brought about by what is U:suu!l}r A
relatively small scale of society on an island. Small communities can pru!.iidc only
a limited range of services for themselves and tend to be able to provide only
limited infrastructures. This may make life on an island less attractive than llllt'
elsewhere. Island economies often are of insufficient size to provide economics
of scale; this can and does increase living costs — another disincentive to life on
an island as compared to a nearby mainland area. And, finally, islands are usually
powerless. Throughout history islands have been invaded, bought, .-::J:Irl. even
swapped (for example the British basically swapped Heligoland for Zanzibar
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with the Germans in 1890). Islands generally h

; ave very little political clout
because of their small 517e, 1 I ¥

Itis the author’s contention that all isl
stages of their history, have suffered from these problems. Even the two major
island groups that were once colonial powers, Great Britain and Japan w-L!rE
themselves powerless at times, dominated by outside, continental forces: dlurin
the Dark Ages and earlier when Great Britain was repeatedly invaded ;;:-:d af tff
the Second World War in the case of Japan when, fh-]lu{wing its :1.cﬁ:+a|. the
country was administered by American officials for a few vears,

ands Ihruugh at least some, ifnotall,

This paper will seek to illustrate these three general themes by reference
to the Mayo islands, during the last one hundred and fifty vears or thereabouts.

Isolation

In 1837 it was recorded that ‘the pier which was erected at the only
landing-place in the island [of Inishturk] has fallen into ruin’ {Lewis, Vol I, p-
25). The implications of this bald statement were made clear a few vears later
when the 80 Inishturk families, all chsefly dependent on fishing, were described
as being *hardly able, though living in the centre of the most valuable fishery on
the coast, to obtain a sufficient supply for their own support.” If."f:rl'iamrﬁmn
Gazetteer, 1846) because of the ruined pier. An ‘artificial’ harbour, as it was
described, was planned. The isolation of Inishturkand the consequent economic
penalty could, thus, be reduced. It could never, though, be overcome.

A new pier or harbour, an improved ferry service, only make the final
Journey from the mainland easier; thev do not make it unnecessary and it still
costs money to take. Even in the limiting case, a bridge, as with Achill, only
reduces isolation. While it was a true island without its bridge, commentators
reported on its remote and backward ways:

Its inhabitants, till within the last eight or nine years, were in a
condition, as to manners, ideas, and arts, little if at all, different from
their ancestors of the fourteenth or fifteenth century ... rude, poor and
outré (Parliamentary Gazetteer, 1846).

Mr and Mrs Hall in 1840 had been amused by the island’s pnmitnve
customs, reporting on a race between two swains, the winner to gain the
affections of a young woman (pp. 397-8). After the first of the Michael Daviut
hridgts had been built in 1887 (see McNally, 1973), Achill did not suddenly
become wellonnected and advanced. It remained, and remains, in the
extreme west of an island, itself on the extreme western periphery of Europe.
The bridge and the road are basically a cul-de-sac: Achill is the end of the line.
Thus, a couple of gererations after the opening of the bridge, Mason reported
on the survival here, and only here, of the ancient practice of summer booley
migration of stock and keepers up to the old Slievemore village (1936, p.39). A
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few more generations on, a television film crew making that noted programme:,
Shark huniers of Achill Island (shown on 4 December 1984 on Ulster Television),
used much of their footage on Charlie Tom OMalley, last of the old-time Achill
curragh makers, and his attempts to pass on his skills to keep this ancient crafi
alive, But Achill's isolation is now of the order of| say, the Mullet peninsula; itis
not of the order of, say, Clare Island. Achill now makes much money from the
holiday trade; Clare and the othersare thatmuch more cut off, and fewer visitors
come. From Achill, the livestock can be driven to market; from Clare and the
others they still have to travel by boat — at increased expense.

Generally speaking, relative isolation is better than almost absolute isola-
tion, but there have been occasions when isolation has served as a resource for
the Mayo islands, an attraction for those secking isolation for religious purposes
for example. Mayo may not boast the Skelligs, but it does have Caher = (€ athair
na Naomh, city of the saints, with its ancient monastery (see, for {EKHI“EIIE_
McNally, 1978). Isolation has also been used by those with more warlike
intentions. The strategic location of the islands has seen them being fortified in
times both ancient and modern; for example, the Achillbeg site of Diin Kilmore,
fortified by different cultures from the early iron age until the fifteenth century;
or the Cromwellian castle on Inishbofin; or the use made of the islands,
especially Achill and Clare, as a stronghold by Grace O'Malley, "high spu'uﬁ_{l,
bold and adventurous ... ever foremostin danger’ (Lewis, 1837, Vol. 1, p. 336),
who was such a thorn in the flesh of Elizabeth [ of England. The castle bearing
her name, even though probably never her permanent place of residence, still
stands on Clare, a structure unremarkable in itself, yet lent much romance by
its association with the very remarkable Granuaile.

Limited Resources

The Parliamentary Gazetieer of 184415 described {Jl:trlc i ‘one of the most
fertile [islands] ... nearlyallina tolerably good state of cultivation .. : rsus-:epu!;lv
... of being made ... a miniature paradise.’ Yet 30 years I-.Eu:r. fu:: from having
hecome a paradise, Clare was in such distress that the Freeman s j:umrl.'l Im.d
opened a subscription fund for its reliel (Moran, 1985, pp. 54-5). liu::r:ml~
Maran's analysis of the problems on Clare in the 1870s lays much hI-.qu!r.-. at the
door ofa harsh new landlord, Martin MacDon nell, from Westport w.h“ I@m th‘r
outset declared his intention of extracting as much rentas was possible from his

new investment’ (p.55) bat, at that time, as on so many other occasions, part ol

the difficulty was the development of an imbalance between Etfpuiminn. mu!
resources caused by failures in potato and oat crops. .r'uil"lllﬂtl]il||}'. SO
resources are finite and essentially non-renewable, and as !nt eas 1956 Haughton
commented unfavourably on the continuing practice ol taking scraw soncls |T:-lr.
fuel on Inishbofin, ‘a short-sighted policy which will make 1t nl::cr::mar}-' to reduce
the number of sheep on the commonage in the near future’ (p. 126).

The basic problem is that small size, limited arable land and difficult
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weather conditions can make wresting a living from the western Irish islands
difficult at the best of times, and if there is any particulas problem = with an
important crop or the fish = there are few alternatives or reserves upon which
to fall back. Throughout much of their history the islands were being utilised 1o
the limit and beyond of their resources. Distress was a constantly recurring

theme throughout the nineteenth century —despite Clare's *paradise” potential,
Moran notes that:

reports of continuous distress were common from such places as Clare
Island, Achill Island, Connemara, Inishturk and Inishbofin [see also
Brady, 1873]. Poverty and the failure of the potato crop were ever-
recurring themes in these regions, and the problem of relieving the
distress was exacerbated by their geographical remoteness (p. 54).
The normal island response 1o population-resource pressure was (o use
any Fﬂ!-i.‘iil'}lt.' means to produce tood and /or make money. Browne (1893) noted
for Inishbofin that every family had 1o combine fishing with Barming. Much Lates
Haughton reported on many other acuvities here that were engaged upon to
provide additional income — provision for tourists, shops, crafis etc. (1956, p.
126). In the early nineteenth century, before the Great Famine reduced
population pressures, this occupational pluralism was at its height on Irish
islands. Because of data availability, this can be seen most clearly on the Aran
Islands, Co. Galway in the 1820s:

islanders ... produced all their own food and clothing and built their
own houses, thatching with home-grown rye straw, but the economy
had moved beyond simple subsistence given the evidence of trade with
the mainland in Aran products such as calves, fish, lobsters, kelp,
feathers, and, possibly, textles, (Royle, 1983, p.50).

Table 1 shows that Aran's population density was below the mean for a
series of similar islands in 1821, but Aran had particular problems caused by its
limestone geology's legacy of alack ofsoil and surface water, and the marginality
of its economy was seen in 1822 when it was badly hit by potaio Failure caused
by adverse weather conditions (Royle 1984). Lewis (1837) and the Parliamentary
Gazetieer (1846) report reasonably favourably on the three Mayo islands shown
in the table, though the lack of a decent pier on Inishturk has been nul.rf.‘l. but
their population densities were well above the mean, and Ilhtj.' were subject 1o
population pressure should anything go wrong, as it did on a number of
occasions, including the 1870s, as noted above.

Achill, though having a population density rather less, (c. 0.35 persons per
ha in 1831) had much vausable mountain and bog land and, as McNally puts
it:

For much of their history the people of Achill have struggled to derive
4 livelihood from inherently infertile soils. The conditions of abcfululc
poverty, overcrowding and land abuse that prevailed in the island
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during the Great Famine had been only marginally ameliorated by the
turn of the century (1978, p.49).

Confirmation of this comes from the Insh Daily Independent for 29 June
1894, Achill was described as:

a stretching patch of bog and barren soil ... There are 6,000 people
living in the most miserable hovels ... The few fowl, the pig, the horses,
the cow, are only a wretched mimicry filling up the scene. They bring
in next to nothing but the Irish peasantry will try every means of turning
a penny, (cited in Clarke, 1986).

One such means of turning a penny was to leave the islands and seek
seasonal employment elsewhere - the Achill ‘tatie squads’ were well known in
Great Britain. However, with seasonal migration, as on all occasions when the
islands had to be left, their isolation was a problem. The fare to Britain had o
be paid, even gﬂling to the mainland was both a cost and a risk, Thirty two
seasonal migrants from Achill to Westport overturned in Clew Bay, (see Clarke,
1986, and see McNally, 1973 for an account of seasonal migration from Achill).

Another response to population pressure was to seek help (or to have help
foreed upon you) from outside. Sometimes the help has been advisory - the
islanders in their goldfish bowl being scrutinised by outsiders, usually for the
best possible motives, as with the Clare Island Survey (1911-15) or the
Geographical Society of Ireland visit to Inishbofin in 1954 (Freeman, 1958;
Grahame, 1956, Haughton, 1956 and Jones-Hughes, 1956). At other times the
help has been direct and practical, from reforming landlords, the Congested
Districts Board and, more controversially, the Achill Island Mission,

The Achill Mission was set up by Edward Nangle (1799-1883), who came
from an old Anglo-Norman family in Meath. During the 1831 l"amin:-: in
Connacht, Nangle helped to organize a shipment of meal to Achill and decided
to set up a protestant missionary settlement on what was then avery remote and
poor island. It began in 1834 and its slow start can be noted from the Committee
of Public Instruction report of 1835 (British Parliamentary Papers, 1835) : By this
time there was no Established Church on the island, but divine service was

ormed at a private house in Doogorth (Dugort), the settlement -:!t" the
‘mission to Achill and the islands’. The average attendance was 15-20 if the
weather was bad; up to 35 in fine weather from a total F.aml:nlishc{_l F:hurch
congregation of 156. Quite how far the Mission had togoiniits prnscl;-,rlm_ng. can
be seen by the size of the Roman Catholic population, 55E_.5, supporting two
chapels with a combined attendance up to 900 and ‘increasing”. It was the way
in which Nangle tried to vary this imbalance between the religions that caused
the controversy.

The mission’s zealotry and its blatant sectarianism, especially its organ, the
Achill Missionary Herald and Western Witness were challenged by Catholic and
Protestant clergy alike (Bowen, 1970, see also Whelan, 1987) and there were
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ﬂ"!fg'-lliuﬂ-‘- of souperism, particularly during the Great Famine. ‘Souperism’
reters to what is h'-'l-"iltl‘:illl}' the b ringiuﬁ af |—"—'"‘PI'-'-' to convert by offers of food e
prt'.E-l.lmah]y including soup. The Halls were particularly IJ‘IJI-;H-!'&{'I] to this type of
actvityand in 1842 praised the fortitude of those islanders who refused to seek
help from the mission lest they risked the degradation of their religion (Mrand
Mrs 5.C. Hall, 1846). However, McNally reports that ‘there is every indication

that the mission did everything in its power 1o relieve distress among Catholics

and Protestants alike' (1973, p-#9). The mission, after 1852 the outright
landlord of 60% of Achill as well as Inishbiggle, though never an ‘improving”
I;lJrluclInrd (Bowen, 1970, p.101) achieved some temporal advantages, bettering
living conditions and agriculture, and McNal ly even assigns the commencement
of Achill’s tourist trade to the building of the mission's hotel at Dugort in 1840.
The mission abandoned its work in 1880 because of financial problems and the
out-migration of many of its converts, (Bowen, 1970, p. 103) and now a rather
forlorn notice on its church gate notes that the building is *maintained by the
few protestants who live here’. The mission's bricks and mortar legacy remains
in the form of the settlement at Dugort, a neat, well-regulated, plann:?d village
that stands in contrast to the other less ordered settlements on the island.

With regard to landlords, mention has already been made of Clare’s
MacDonnell in the 1870s and generally the Mayo islands were not served by
improving landlords, though Orme in his general work on Ireland does
lustrate landlord-reorganised settlement by reference to Ashleam on Achill
(1970, p.150). It was an outside body to which the islands had to look for much
of their improvement, the Congested Districts Board. The Board's role was to
acquure land and property in the overcrowded areas of the west of Ireland. 1o
carry out improvements, eventually enabling the land to belong to its inhabi-
tants. (Micks, 1925). Clare Island was one of the Board's first projects, it havin g
acquired the island for £5,486 from the MacDonnell family in 1895, keen 1o sell
by that time because they had been having great difficulty in collecting rents,
even having to resort to sending in a boatload of police in 1880. (Though, in an
uncanny similarity to Tory Island, Co. Donegal, when a government cutter, The
Wasp failed to reach the island when on a mission to collect taxes in 1884, the
Royal Irish Constabulary expedition to Clare failed, their boat geiting stuck on
asandbank). When the Board took over the island there was more cause for trust
and, during the transition phase when the island was being reorganised, rents
were paid. The Board reapportioned the island from its then pattern of very frag-
mented holdings into 74 farms (Figure 1) and, significantly in landscape terms,
built a ¢. 1.7m wall for five miles across the island to separate the tillage land,
particularly in the more fertile south of the island, from common pasture land
further north, (Dwyer, 1963). The tenants were issued with purchase annuities
to replace rental payments at 35% interest over 685 years with a provision
forbidding subdivision of the land (McNally, 1978). However, pressures for
subdivision hardly arose, for the island’s population loss from 490 in 1901 at
about the time of the Board's work to 239 in 1956, close 1o the date of Dwyer's
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survey had led to nine farms Falling vacant by that time (1963). Since then th -
|:|::pui.11|un has declined by another hundred or so. further
IJ[IF‘.ILI:IH!I'.}II pressure on the land,

relieving any

I'he Congested Districts Board carried out similar work

: elsewhere. For
example, it purchased Inishbofin, once

part of the holdings of the absentee
landlord, the Marquess of Sligo, from a Mr. C. Allies in 1907. Each family was
issued with six or seven acres (c. 2.5 ha) of improved land, plus a share of
commonage on the mountains, whilst new farms were created awav from the
villages for those who could not be accommodated in the traditional ﬁulml:uinn
clusters. Investment was also made into the hshing indusury’s infrastructure
(Jones-Hughes, 1956). New houses were also built on Clare, Inishbofin and
elsewhere, typically rectangular concrete, slated structures immediately recog-
nisable on islands all around the coast from Tory 1o Clear.

The islands continue to need and 1o receive help from outside, both
remittances from migrants and state aid (see. for f:x;!mplc. Freeman for
Inishbofin, 1958; Dwyer for Clare 1963). More recently, European Community
aid has eased Irish insular life, Thus a sign at the harbour on Aranmore, Co.
Donegal, acknowledges, in Irish, grant aid from the European Regional Devel-
opment Fund. Harbour works at Inishbofin have also been aided by outside
sources. Those islands in the Gaeltacht benefit from language gm'llus: every
island has people receiving unemployment and other social benefits; support
for agriculture and fishing continues. These paymen® are nghts, not acts of
charity, but they are costs to the national revenue, and it was once obsenved o
the author that the population of Clear Island could be permanently housed in
the best hotel in west Cork at a saving in cost to the Irish taxpayer. The late
Professor T.W. Freeman, a noted geographer, known for his directness, re-
marked about Inishbofin thus:

‘(Inishbofin) is an area in which the work begun by the Congested
Districts Board has borne fruit, whose people live reasonabiy well by
crofting standards thanks to the help of emigrants and of the stae’
(1958, p.209). .

but earlier he had stated thar:

"if one helieves that every inhabited area must make its economic (my
italics) contribution to the state, Inishbohin is a debior on a consider-
able scale” (1958, p. 202).

The small scale of society

Another response to population pressure is for secuons ol the population
to leave, notseasonably, but permanently All the islands have suffered population
loss, usually of the young adult sections of their society, leaving the islands with
an imbalanced, ageing population structure (Figure 2). _lt‘ thu_:n.- is only a small
population to begin with, an islard suffering from outmigration can rt-:le:h l]‘_lt.'
stage when its community is no longer viable and complete depopulation will
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e island re IILI-!III'-|IH: ly enough in the summer fishing season, For the Mayo island
1 the remains of settlement e - e ] 5. e
| it can be seen on Nortl
. . 1 Morth and South Inishkea, Caher
o 414 Achillbeg and Inishark, not 10 mention some of the tny Clew B : Iq | |
d . . cNally (1978) describes Achillbeg’ - - e s
12 A K ; X i ‘TS | :: r‘}H “!'IL [ ‘J cle T,r-:[!h' s Achillbeg's population decline from 117 in 1911, s
ah% :HH n. l ?‘ oy 1 [ L l : 8 . s
ACHILL (including Inishbiggle) 1986 | B LU _'.i- to just 38 in 1961 when habitation could no longer be
supportied, the provision of social services bei
|| e : 1 1l services being no longer viable and the
slanders transfe ili = - .
MALES FEMALES . o slerred _tln.r\t hill in the mid-1960s, though Achillbeg is still used for
~ | grazing and some of its houses are inhabited seasonally.
E5+ e ishark, | Ini i isi
- 18 ! llll:ilrdr.k._]llhtluﬂ Inishbofin, was visited as part of the Geographical Society
! :;: | tl}IflrciI:l.ml s fieldtrip in 1954, By then it had just 40 people (Freeman, 1958) and
E; ‘HI_ @ = . L- .I_UJ.;HHUH unllvrl Iimllun]ynnnrwvru able-bodied men. This put Inishark into has
1 23 |EEE critical :-i-lil.g_f: whereitwas no longer a “sell-<contained social unit’, and it was only
o amatter of ime before the settlement disappeared (1956, p. 827). After this visit
Ak - — ['l.".'.'lllﬂl:l: in his direct way, summedd up Inishbofin’s piospects for continued
0-14 ﬂﬁ_ﬁ- S | occupation thus:
= 1 1 T ) as long as the fuel hold 3
20%, 15 10 5 o 5 10 15 207 I : g as the fuel holds out (sce Grahame, 1956), there seems 1o be no
CLARE (including Inishturk) 1986 reason wh.}' ?IH‘: 15I:=Hul !i-l'l-l:’lil.llﬂ_lll.llf remain inhabited ... though the cost
of maintaining this community to the state and its relatives could form
MALES FEMALES the subject for an economist (1958, p. 209).
Ini:ﬂ':huﬁn has remained inhabited (Table 2), though population loss has
65+ continued.
4564 There 1."i little the i.'ilan.dl*rs can do about the provisiorrof services beyond
X the economic threshold of their population sizes = and those bound to be
) - provided by the :staml. suich as schools, must be provided atan UNECONOMIC CosL
1524 For commercial services not viable on the islands, the inhabitants must do what
i gene ra_!imu have done before them, travel to their mainland town, They can do
J, : : : | little, either, about the cost penalties of then communities’ lack of economies
I Rz is s 0 5 10 15 50% of scale. The generating station on Clare produces, presumably, a reasonably
. INISHBOFFIN 1986 efficient service, but at what must be a considerably greater unit cost than on the
| mainland,
Source: 1986 Census 14 olute population 3
SUPRLIS PRE However. there is one challenge brought about by the small scale of their
society that the islanders have gone some way (o meeting. They have tried to
overcome the problem of their individual powerlessness, as will be detailed in
Figure 2: Population Pyramids 1986 the next section,
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The present situation

With the exception of Achill and its bridge, the islands are sull isolaed
Sheep being exported from Clare stll have to be put into a boat at an extra o« p..-i
that will not be reflected in any higher returns at the mainland market; inboung
goods still have to come across the sea at an extra cost. Inishbofin has a ney
harbour but this only eases the problem of 1solaton, it does not remove §;
People from that island wishing to come to this conference still had to say thay
they would come "‘weather permitting” (personal communication), not a factor
that this writer had to take into consideranon, even though he was coming from
amuch greater absolute distance. Isolation and the small scale of society are still
extracting their price upon the lives of the Mayo islanders. Recently, the fis)
Times presented an article on Inishbiggle (16 December 1986), population noy
82. The article noted that the island was cut off for up to 100 days per year; that
it had no pier; no roads; only dirt tracks; no shops; no accommaodation for
visitors; no Catholic churclh; though there is a Church of Ireland church,
presumably resulting from the activities of the Achill mission, butwithout a vicar
for the congregation of three. There is no graveyard. The article added tha
without some infrastructural improvements, there might soon be no people.
The Inishbiggle Community Council was campaigning for a fixed link to Achill
as ‘one last desperate effort to ensure ... survival’,

Further recent bad press has come the islands’ way in the form of the book

by Deborah Tall, Island of the White Cow ( 1986). Tall, an American writer, came
to find escape on the island with a new husband. Her book about her five years’
residence does not portray the island or its people ina good light. A Sunday Press
report describes it mildly as ‘quite unsentimental in its description of the
harshness of the place and the circumseribed lives of its people” (15 June 1986).
The latter comes across with unnecessary forcefulness. Like another American
writing on Irish islands, Tall attempts to conceal the identity of her island. But
just as John Messenger gave away the identity of his ‘Inis Beag’ by including
photographs and an accurate map of its reality, Inisheer, so Tall, by calling I.“.r
place the Island of the White Cow reveals its identity as Inishbofin, a name which
translated into English means just that. Further, in his widely read, elassic book
on Irish islands, T.H. Mason starts his chapter on Inishbofin, by notonly stating
what its name means in English, but by recounting the legend of the white cow
which gave the island its name in the first place (1936, p. 48).

Turning to another medium, film, we can consider Desecration, directed by

Neville Presho (1981). Thisis a story of a geologist who finds tungsten beneath

an old ruin which an islander was trying to restore. The film becomes a saga ol
conflict between the need for jobs, which developing the tungsten would bring,
opposed to the need to protect the island’s heritage, the ruin which Eﬂ\]'i{. be:
destroved by the mining, Islanders, plumping for the jobs, damage the ruin just
before a gov nt official arrives with a preservation order: the restoret
becomes distraught and the geologist feels that he has violated the island. A
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made up story, certainly, but one filmed on Inishbofin and one which presents
rather a negative image of some of the fictional islanders

E-|1I'|.4,-|:"._-|:~:-1 all 1s not bad news anl poor ““I]H! iy for Inishbofin and the

Mayo islands. On the cconomic front, new resources hiave come O SEreain

n'E't‘f':l]'}'. I:'|"';h “l:IIII'I.II'IH 15 |“'-I||:Lr' l:ll'll-'."ll ||Jl'[l_ H | EH l'll']]'li.,ll l1||||'i1 Wi Ir:r ITRSERTY 4 i l'la'lﬁF,Il
Atlantic island from the west coast in Canada (e, Grand Manan Ishand, New
Brunswick) to our eastern coasts in northwest Europe. Fe

. . i example the popu-
lavon of Mull in the Inner Hebrides has risen by 1000 in the st ten vears to
about 3000 *partly due to the introduction of fish tarming ( The Independent 1B
March 1989), and it is appropriate 1o record that one of the sponsors of this
conterence 1s Clare Island Seafarm. In [llihi]]l']'{‘;hingh. busy and crowded world,
quiet, peaceful places offer sought-after holiday relaxation. and it is not just
Achill but all the populated islands that make some monev from tourism.

Finally, with regard to political powerlessness, there is progress here with
the foundation within the last few vears of the Comhdhdil na nQiledn, the
Federation of the Islands of Ireland, a grouping ogether of 16 offshore islands,
without fixed links to the mainland = Achill cannot join - from Rathlin off Co.
Antrim, round anticlockwise to Clear and Sherkin off Co. Cork (Rovle, 1986).
[nishbofin (in fact both Inishbofins), Inishturk, Inishbiggle and Clare are
members. The Comhidhail na nOiledn speaks with the combined force of all the
sixteen communities facing similar challenges off the costs of Ireland, and it has
succeeded in pressurising the Irish government to set up a Ministerial Islanids
Committee to oversee island affairs, a considerable step up on their previous
positions as tiny, isolated, offshore responsibilities of several different county
councils. The Combhdheail na nOilfean seeks better communications for its member
1slands, better educational and health service provision whilst, paradoxically, i
would like to see Inishbiggle become disbarred from membership by its support
of that island’s community council’s campaign for a fixed link (though if the
cheapest alternative was to be provided, namely a cable car link, then In-
ishbiggle could stay a member following the precedent of Dursey, attached to
mainland Kerry by cable car but represented in the Comhdhazl).

Freeman's last word on Inishbofin a generation ago was that “this island is
not, and, presumably, cannot be self-supporting under modern conditions’
(1958, p. 209). Things are still not all rosy. Table 2 and Figure 2 show that
population loss is still continuous, except for a slight easing on Clare, and the
1986 population pyramids indicate an ageing and imbalanced population
structure for each island. However, the Comhdhdil na nQiledn is very well aware
of the continued challenges of island life, and at least there now exists an
organisation that will fight to keep the islands inhabited. Appropriately, the
present secretary of the Comhdhdil na nOilednis from Inishbofin and she, and the
other islanders in the area, may yet prove Freeman to have been wrong.

131

— R

e



Table 1: Area and population density of similar Irish islands in 1821

Island Area (ha)  Population Population Density
(persons per ha)

Inishmore 3044 2285 0.75

Inishmaan 911 387 0.42

Inisheer 567 421 0.74

Aran Islands 45922 3093 0.68

Arranmore 1762 788 0.45
Clare 1598 1395 0.87
Clear 608 586 1.42
Great Blasket 413 128 0.31
Inishbofin 036 1053 1.13
Inishturk 585 456 0.78
Rathlin 1375 1104 0.80
Mean 0.75

Table 2: Population of the major Mayo islands and Inishbofin 1961-1986.

Island 1961 1966 1971 1979 1981 1956
Achill 4069 3958 31290 3089 3190 3148
Inishbiggle 113 103 112 97 82
Clare 205 167 168 132 203 230

Inishturk 108 92 B3 85

mishbofin 248 247 286 203 195 177
Source: Census Reports.
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Michael Heruy (U.C.1D.) had spoken so uwidly, Bad w be cancelled. An
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since his nine vear old son then isisted on beinge accompanicd up Croagh
Patrick, the final scree slopes of which seemed 1o be 70 degrees, though a
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exhastion apert, the conference wias an enjovable, foendiv and infommative
geeasion = a testimony (o the Westport Historcal Society in whose joummal
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Catharr na Mar, some of the papers are o be p thilishied

The Society members were fortunate enough o tour Caher Island on a
beauniul Sundayv i|t_]|;||||_-_ Chris O Grady proprieton of the Bavwiew Hotel on
Clare Island, brought us from Clare 1o Caher on 18 june, one of the best davs
in along }-.]:1'[[ of sunny weather. The wonders of this small island sanctuary are
described elsewhere in this journal by Professor Michael Herty, 1t will, there-
fore, suflice to say that it was an idvllic day never 1o be torgotien.

Michael (]I'Mall{-} ol {;|.|||j.g-.]||1 e, England, a noted amateur archaeGlogmst
gave a talk on Thursday 27 July on his excavations a Broom Hill, to members ol
the Society and their friends. He is the recipient of an award tor has discovery
there of the oldest man-made habitation in Britain datng from the Mesolithic
period of about 6,500 — 8,500 years ago. We were privileged to handle many of
the artefacts he discovered at this =ite,

In connection with the Conlined Draw held for the Clew Bay Herntage
Centre four interesting tours were undertaken. In June Mr. John M"'_"'“
brought the members through old Westport at the Qll'.n‘; July saw tl?t' "f'““' ety
rambling through the fields of Kilmeena under the guidance of our Chairman;
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August brought the Society to Aughagower where a most interesting evening
under Mr. Brian Mannion’s leadership was enjoyed by all. Mr. Owen Campbell
completed the outdoor events with a guided tour of Murrisk.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the Society this year was the
refurbishment of an old building at the Quay to become the Westport Heritage
Centre. This undertaking advanced with commendable speed, helped no doubt
by the excellent weather we enjoyed last summer. The Society appointed B.
Byrne & Son, Louisburgh to build the Centre under the watchful eye of Noel
Costello, B.E., andof Patrick J. Tobin & Co. (Castlebar and Galway). The Cenire
will be opened next Easter in time for the tourist season.

The Society wishes to place on record its gratitude to the Minister for the
Environment, Padraig Flynn T.D., for his assistance in procuring a grant from
the Lottery Fund. The Confined Draw run by the members during the summer
raised a further £10,000, and the Society hopes that generous donations will be
forthcoming from local business interests who recognise that the Heritage
Centre will fill a void in what is on offer to the tourist in Westport.

When opened, the Centre will have four sections:
(1) Genealogical service providing rootsresearch forvisitorsin particular.
(2) Artefacts showing the life of a once-thriving Westport port.

(3) The Birth of our Nation where memorabilia of Major John McBride,
Maude Gonne and their son, Sedn McBride, will be displayed.

(4) Some local material including records of the O'Malley Clan.

Below is a list of some of the donations received by the Centre to date.
Acknowledgments will be made of further donations in Cathair na Mar, No. 10.

1B, Murrisk £ 50,00
Baxter Lud. Castlebar £100.00
Kathleen Bengree, New Zealand £ 25.00stg
Phyllis Carlson, Manitoba, Canada £ 25,00
‘Walter Curley, U.S.A. £100.00

' Patrick Duffy, Chicago, U.S.A. $100.00
Mrs. Betty Jack, Victoria, Australia £ 20,00
Reg Gilbert, Somerset £ 20,00
William McNamara, Rostrevor, Australia £100.040
Mrs. Mary O'Grady, Chicago, U.S.A. $100.00
Margaret O'Malley, LUL.S.A. § 90.00
Mrs. Lyn Rogers, New Mexico, LLS.A. £ 79.04
Janet Ruddy, California, U.S.A. £186.34
Paddy Shanley, Westport £ 20.00
Mrs. Anne Walsh, Enficld, Australia £ 20.00

In 1990 the Society will see the opening of the Heritage Centre, the
publication of the tenth journal and the holding of the fifth School of History,
which will be devoted to the Emergency at home and abroad, and so will have
cause to celebrate as it moves into the nineties.

We invite those interested in our past to join with us in the year ahead.
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